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EXTRACTS FROM THE CORRESPUN- 
DENCE OF BAKRTHOLOMEW ZIEGEN- 
BALGH AND HENRY PLUTSCHO, THE 
FIRST PROTESTANT MISSIONARIES TO 
INDIA. 


( Contin: ued from p- 556 >.) 


Tranquebar, “ |] AST vear, when 
Sept.12, 1707. _4 the ships re- 
turned to Europe, |* feli dangerously 
ill; and the distemper holding me 
above a month, made me pine away 
to that degree, that both my- 
self, and others with me, began to 
despair of my recovery. Llowever, 
the Lord having been graciously 
pleased once more to restore me, it 
has now so much the more excited 
me, entirely to spend the rest of my 
days in the service of God, by how 

much the less my health was ex- 
pected. My dear “colleague waving 
renewed with me this resolution, we 
began afresh to apply ourselves to 
the work we were sent about, not- 
withstanding the many opposition 
we are like to encounter; ; mos 
certainly believing, that God would 
never forsake us in a work sincerely 
begun for his glory. 

«“ Our chief care was now to learn 
ihe Malabarian language, after be ng 
pretty well versed in the Portuguese 
Vo tacilttate this design, 

tulned a Malabarian 
rn our house: 


3 
t 


we Ina! i- 
schoolmaster 
but still we were ia 
the dark, as to the words themselves, 
aud the genuine construction there- 
of; he bet ‘tng only able to teach us 
io read and write, but knowing 
nothing of the Portuguese, he could 
not give us any satistactory tniet 
Luto the hardest constructions of this 
language, Soon alter 

* Ziegenbaleh, 
Onserv, Neo, 1035, 


we fell ac- 


Cuigist. 


quainted with a Malabarian, who 
heretotore had served the East-India 
company ; and besides his own lan- 
guage, he spoke Portuguese, Danish, 
High oad Low Dutch ‘lueatly 
enough. his man we hired, to be 
our translater; and by this means 
we made a choice collection of some 
thonsands of Malabarian words, 
which we got presently by heart. 
Soon after we fell to the declensions 
and conjugations,and began to read 
books in this language. And all 
this went on successtully, by the 
blessing of God. Our governor 
hereupon procured us some rudi- 
ments of a Malabarian grammar, 
drawn 4 by a missionary, sent 
hither by the French king. Be- 
sides this, we met with some books, 
writ in Malabaric by Roman Ca- 
tholics; which, though they were 
stocked with many pernicious errors, 
have however contributed a creat 
deal towards the better imbibing 
this lan: guage, by furnishing us with 
suc h word 3 458 did savour of 
Christian styleand temper; 
mot a little put to it, how to find 
words enough for the 
delivery of spiritual doctrines, and 
vt cleared from the leaven of hea- 
thenish fancies and superstitions, 

« The best of these books con- 
tained a collection of the se ot 
lessons, which proved 4 ery useful 
Thi $s We first a ruse d, Ee 
hue out all such words and phrases 
as were tit for our de 
they were 
mory, W 
in our 


thoes, 


amore 
we being 


expressive 


to u 3 


and alter 
Luaprinted Upen Our me- 
practically applied them 
daily cons After 
we Went also through several 
other books, Aud by this means I 


made such advances within the 
3 L 


sion: 


“Tsation,. 
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compass of eight months, that, by 
the assistance of divine grace, I was 
able to read, to write, to talk, and to 


understand this hard language, if 


delivered by others. Mr. Platscho 
hath likewise made a sep ae 
progress therein; though indeed « 

country so hot as this, doth not per- 
mit too fervent an application of 
the head. However, we thought it 
necessary now to agree, that whilst 
[ was employed about the Mala- 
banian language, he might attempt 
the Portuguese; both these languages 


culting out work enough for us 
every day. And hitherto he has 


spr nt two hours daily, tn catechizing 
in Portuguese, have in Mala- 
baric. 

«Soon after our arrival here, some 
well-disposed Germans eutreated us 
to give them some good instructions 
out of the word of God. We were 
glad of this opportunity, and set up 
an exercise of piety in our own 
house. Ou the same day we were 
to begin, the governor sent for us to 
dinner; and having discoursed the 
point with us, he said, that he 
neither could nor intended to binder 
auy way the work we were about; 
though he could be more glad, to 
sec it publicly done in the Danish 


as I 


church here. We replied, we 
would begin in our own bouse, till 


we received further orders from him. 
Coming bome, we found the house 
crowded with people to hear the 
word of God, whom we readily 
sevved as well as we could. But 
some i|l-disposed men, highly dis- 
pieased with our design, began to 
exclaim against it. Tlowever, this 
proved but a means to draw more 
people 
of the 


to our honse, and some even 
first rank would new and 
then come to hear vel so that the 
room i our house w: » hardly big 
enough to hold elgg At last the 
rovernor sent his secretary, and 
ry red, Whether we had ‘a mind 
fo preach once a week inthe chureh 
hore ? We said, we were ready for it 
if we had but the con- 


ent aud ap prob: won otf the Danish 
nimnisters; wineh the 


At any hrc, 


vovernor, after 


Extracts of Letiers from the first Missionarics to India. 


[Jury, 
the semoval of some obstacles, 
brought about at Jast. We pre- 


sented the Danish church with two- 
and-twenty Psalm-books. And from 
that time, viz. from the month of 
December 17065, we have constant}y 
continued to preach therein. We 
had abundance of difficulties to 
struggle with in carrying this point; 
but find now such a blessing spring- 
ing up from thence, that it aflords 
us matter of joy and comfort. By 
this means we had now a fair op- 
portunity to lay the word of God 
before heathens, Mahometans, and 
Christians. Truly, we often did not 
know from whence to fetch the 
necessary supplies to support both 
spirit and body; having been ail 
along engaged from morning til 
night, to converse with all sorts ot 
people. But the Lord hath hitherto 
assisted us so powerfully, that both 
Christians and heathens begin to be 
convinced that God is with us ; 
especially since they see, that by 
his grace we endeavour to render 
our life and conversation contorm- 
able to the doctrine we preach to 
them; which, as we find, leaves 
generally the strongest impression 
upon people’s minds. 

«We must needs say, that what 
we have undertaken hitherto, in 
singleness of beart, has been at- 
tended with the conviction of many, 
and the conversion of some souls. 
‘The first of our bapusmal acts was 
solemnly performed in the Danish 
church with tive heathens, which 
were christened, after they had given 
an account of all the articles of the 
Christian fauh. This they did with 
such readiness of mind, that many 
old people were ashamed thereat, 
and we ourselves convinced they 
bad a sound sense of what they 
outwardly performed. Nav, God 
hath assisted us so tar, that we have 
been able to build a church among 
the Malabarians here; which seems 
the more marvellous tous, the greater 
the diticuluies were we met with in 
bringing it) about.” « We hap- 


pened to fall acquarnted with a man 
ofan empoecnt family mn thes country 
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who offered both to come over to 
our religion, and to raise a church 
at his own charge for our use; but 
there arose so many contests and 
broils about it, that he was forced, not 
only entirely to drop this design, but 
to remove also from hence to another 
place. Notwithstanding this dis- 
apeotnntn, we, in the name of 
(sod, and in hopes of being sup- 
ported by our king, laid the founda- 
tion of a church, bestowing thereon 
all whatever we could possibly spare 
from our yearly pension. livery 
one that saw it, laughed at it asa 
silly and rash design.” “ However, 
we prosecuted our design in the 
name of God, a friend sending fifty 
rix-dollars towardsit. By this for- 
wardness of our work, the enemies 
were confounded, and some of them 
did then contribute something them- 
selves towards accomplishing the 
whole affair; which proved no small 
comfortto us. Thus is the building 
tinished at last, and titted up fora 
church-congregation. It lies with- 
out the town, in the midst of a aiui- 
titude of Malabarians, near the high 
road, built all of stone. It was con- 
secrated the 14th of August, which 
was the Eighth Sunday after T rinity, 
in the presence of a great conflux of 
heathens, Mahometans, and Chris- 
tians; who had a sermon preached 
to them both in Portuguese and in 
Malabaric. This solemnity was 
performed to the no small astonish- 
mnent of abundance of people, who 
visibly discovered the finger of God 
attending us all along in carrying 
on this ‘work. And thus we have 
now, for seven weeks together, per- 
furmed the public service in our 
Jerusalem (this being the name we 
nave given to our new-built church), 
by preaching, Catechizing, and ad- 
inimistering the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. We continue also 
lo preach every Wednesd: ly, In Our 
native language, in the Danish 
church, called Sion, Every Sunday 
morning we preach in our church 
Portuguese, and in the afternoon 
Malabaric, each sermon bei Ing con- 


cluded with a short cweehizing o of 
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children. The same is observed 
every Friday; only, that one day 
we perform it in Maiabaric, and the 
other in Portuguese. Multitudes of 
people flock together to hear us, 
Matabarians, blacks, and Christians, 
every one being allowed to come in, 
let him be Heathen, Mahometan, 
Papist, or Protestant. However, 
our small congregation mor» nearly 
committed to our charge, have their 
seats fitted up tor them. 

« Atthis rate the work of God runs 
og amain. ur congregation con- 
sists of sixty-three persons; and 
another is to be baptized to-morrow. 
We hope more will shortly come 
over, herd being a pretty many up 
and down, that have al: eady re- 
ceived a favourable impression of 
the Christian religion. There is a 
blind man in our congregation, 
endued with a large measure of the 
Spirit of God, who begins to be very 
serviceable to us in the catec. izing 
of others. He has such an oe 
zeal for Christianity, that every o: 
is astonished at his fervent san 
atf+ctionate delivery in points of re- 
ligion. We cannot express what a 
tender love we bear to our new- 
planted congregation. Nay, our 
love is arrived to that degree, and 
our forwardness to serve this nation 
is come to that pitch, that we are 
resolved to live and to die with 
them; though, according to the 
tenor ot our engagement, we might 
have liberty to return to Denmark 
alter a stay ‘of three or five years im 
this country. At least, we cannot 
harbour as yet any thoughts of re- 
turning home, though we be daily 
exposed to the persecutions of our 
enemies on all sides, and taken up 
all the day long with uninterrupted 
business to carry on the design once 
begun. Iam sure you would won- 
der, if we should give you an ac- 
count at large of all the oppositions 
we have met with hitherto. Yet 
all these engines, set on work by the 
devil, have only served the more 
gloriously to display the work of 
God, and to unite us the fiearer to 


Him, who is the only sepport of all 
$a 2 
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the distressed. Heathens and Ma- 
hometans are kind enough to us, 
and love to be in our company ; 
notwithstandinp we have all along 
land open to them the vanity of ther 
dolatrous and superstitions worship. 
But those that pretend to be Clitis- 
tians, and are worse than beathens 
at the bottom, have shewn us all the 
spite and malice they ever could. 
However, there is a remnant lett 
among them too, that love to be 
Sine erely dealt with. 

All our endeavours are now en- 
tirely bent upon this, how we may 
be able to raise the work to a higher 
degree of perfection. We hav e 
sent some proposals to his Danish 
inajesty relating to this pot, It is 
true, the grace ‘of God is the spring 
of all good motions: but if this 
Should be accompanied with season- 
able supplies, and beneficial coutri- 
butions of publicespirited persons, 
we should then be enabled to lay a 
firm foundation for many noble esta- 
blishments, tending to a thorough 
conversion of these wild and de- 
luded heathens.” “I do not ques- 
tion, but many well-disposed souls, 
and well-wishers tothe public good, 
will gladly contribute son ething 
towards the supply of ovr wants. 
We have likewise desired, that two 


persons more might be sent over 


tO assist us In the work so happily 
begun.” 

Oct. 7, 1707.—" Since my last, 
our Congre ‘gation is still increased, 
and we are in hopes of seeing it 
till more and more enlarged. I 
send you here the four Gospels done 
into Malabaric, atter having them 
carcfally perused according to the 
original. ‘To Mr Nw 4 send ad cate- 
cChism in the Malabarian tongue, 
iransiated by mine own hand. And 
you will tind here two Malabaric 
sermons, preached by me in this 
language, to be delivered to Mr. N, 
The other emht Malabaric sermons, 
preached in our new church here, | 
would have sent to the professors of 
divinity at Tall: besides whieh, you 
have here a sinall book, exactly 
trangeribed oan Miahabarie letters, 


and contaming the Gospels, as they 
are translated by papiste.” 

“My dear colleague has begun 
to translate Mr, breylinghausen’s 
Fundamental System of bivinity, 
together with all the Seriptoral 
places quoted im vt. ] perceive, I 
shall in time express myself as 
fluently in this heathenish language, 
as in iny own; the continual practice 
of it rendering it more end more 
easy tome. When at times I take 
awalk in the country, [ am = sur- 
rounded with hundreds of Mlala- 
barians, to whom I can preach, 
whenever I please. ‘They are won- 
derfully kind to me upou aceount 
ef then language, and they hike te 
argue with me abont points of re- 
lroion. =St is not long sinee I hard 
one of their idols made of gold, 
presented to me by such ot the 
Malabarians as had received the 
Christian faith. It had been wer- 
shipped tm one of their idol-temples, 
but we made of Jate a present of it 
to his majesty the king of Denmark. 

“To the midst of this town is 2 
very spacious building, which hath 
been heretofore the palace of a 
Malabarian prince. Shonld we be 
so happy as to see this put inte our 
bands, we should then undoubtediv 
be able to enlarge our charity-schooi, 
and render it more benefhcial to a 
zreat many people. However, tor 
the present, we are destitute of a! 
necessary supplies for carrying on 
the work; being in daily thpecta- 
tion of the happy arrival of the 
ships coming trom Eurepe. I wish 
heartily, you would send us all sorts 
ot authors, treating upon the severa 
parts of philosophy, and especial iv 
upon the mathematics, Wherein som: 
of the pagans, as I tind now, are 
pretty well versed.  ‘Traly, we ve 
not design to stuff any holy’ s br ANN 
with the useless trash of Avistotle’s 
philosophy, though perhaps it may 
now and then prove some accents 
help tor conveying good notions to 
them about the substantial pomts of 


the Christivn religion: true divinity 
borne the main port we shall drove 
at ti all our Conversation with thea 


(Jury, 
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Should we be enabled to accomplish 


our design in this, there is m0 ques- 


tion, but we should see 2 commo- 
tion in the whole Malabarian pa- 


ganism ; some of them being con- 
vinced aire ady of the sottisiiness of 
their way of worship. Besides this, 
we wish we might be provided with 
books on church-history, 
on the various religions in the wor! d, 
and particularly on the Mahometans, 
whom we frequentiy converse with. 
Likewise, 


~ 


treat ing 


with an account of the 
hives of pious souls, and ee pieces 
of troe and real Christianity. We 
do not doubt, but some wil! be 
ing to advance so usefol a design 
by generous contri batio ag 

Aus. 22, 1708.—** As the Portn- 
guese and Malabaric 
an absolute necessity to 


sucn as 
enter upon the propaga tion of the 
Gospel of Christ in these parts 5 so 
my colleague and I “my at la 
that, whilst he was taken up with 
the Portuguese, I should apply mn 

self e ntirely to learn the Maisbarie, 
to which | found now a singular in- 
clination. By cracious 
ance of God, I made so considerable 
advances, that within the cormmpass 
of six months, I began to pertorm 
the part of a catechist in this jan- 
guage. At first we spent four hot 

a day in teaching, viz. two hours tn 
catechizing 
their native tongue, and two 
structing those 
Portuguese: t 


‘> 


: ! 
tne assist- 


some Malabarians in 
: in ine 
that understood the 
ne rest af the day was 
emploved about practising these two 
languages, and conversing with hea- 
thens, Moors, and Mahometans, But 
the more the number of those that 
came over to Christianity increased, 
the more our labour increased also ; 
and our congregation being now 
become pretty numerous, we went 
Without any delay about building a 
church, for the better service of our 
voune Christians. This design we 
accomplished at last, after having 
passed through abundance of diff 


culties, which the Devil did raise 
deurnst it. It cost 250 pe rious, 
Was consecrated Aueust the ] tC 


} 


1707, and called New Jerusalem 


- ance 7 
language «sof 
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a Fosin this a aw We have con- 
stantly preached therein threé times 
a week, both in Malabaric and Por- 
tuguese. As for myself (to whose 
share the learning of the native 
language of ntry ts fallen), 
I have explained hitherto the arti- 


this cou 


cles of the Christian = in sIx- 
and-twenty Sundays’ sermons. These 

I dictated to a Malabaric amanuen- 
sis, and then got them by heart, 
word by word. Every Friday I 


and 
ith them 


catechize both old and young, 
on Wednesday [| repeat w 
the last Sundav’s sermon, butin an 
easy, and cate: | manner: these 


piai i and catechetica! exercises 


chetica! 


having cone much good to such 
neathens aud Mahometans as use to 
be present in great numbers. My 
eotleacve keeps the same method 
with the Portuguese tongue; we 
endeavouring, as much as possibly 
we can.to go hand in hand together, 
and with one spirit to promote the 
sam Work. 

‘ As tor the order I observe daily 

the management of my pastoral 


and in preparing myselt 
towards it, it lows: after 
lain the heads 
mm sik to seven. 


is as foll 
jing praver, lexp 


a ¥? us Be mare > 
eur Ccarecoism, fl 


From seven to eight, I repeat™my 
Malabaric vocabulary, and the 
phrases cathe ed in this language. 
From eight to twelve, I am entirely 


ved about reading snch Ma- 


Ph Oe eT ee 7 vag 
labar books as |] bava never read 
Py 


before; a Ma c poet and writer 
being present at the same time to 
Assist me the poet isto give me 
a fuller insicht into ail the circum- 
stances of each storg recorded in 


more 
their 
to take 
PSSIONS AS 
pted with. At 
‘lock I co todinner, having 


‘lear up the 
gark and intricate 
poems: but 
down 


passages of 
e writer 18 
ting such expr 
l ani as Vt uNacaualB 
twel ve O 4 
rend to me all this 
while out of the holv Bible. Be- 
and two, [ usually rest 
he excessive heat in these 


not 7 an to 


Lorrstt tiene ? 17) 
s°N.a 1 S Pete > 


ess Imme- 
heurs 


] nner. mh 
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from twoto three, | apend in cute. 
chizing; and then TO fall again to 
read Malabarian books till five, 
when we begin an exereme of prety 
in our native for the ecift- 
cation of the Germans residing here, 
This lasteth 
seven, we 
ference, 


fone, 
brom six to 
Hutual cou 
piving an ae- 
count of the management of that 
particular charge which is conmitted 
to his trust, and of the difficulties i 
is attended with. After this, we 
consider of proper means to remove 
-such things as do retard the work, 
and endeavour to order the whole 
matter to the best advantage. When 
this is over, a Malabarian reads to 
me out of one of their books, till 
eight o'clock.” By this means ] 
have considerably improved myself 
in this language. From eight to 
nine, | am at supper; which being 
done, | enter upon a short examina- 
tion, both with my children and 
my self, about the things of that day, 
and then I conclude my day's vs ork 
with singing and praying. 

‘This is a succinet “draught of 
iit management of my labours in 
this place, which, however, is iter- 
rupted in those days wherein I use 
to preach 5 ; aud besides this, by 
many visits I receive from the Ma- 
abarians and Moors, bei Ing UnW iil- 
1g to put away any one that comes 
to conier With me on rel gious sub- 
jects. some of their poets 
now and then a great way off for 
this purpose; w iiais visits [ return, 
whenever conveniently Tecan. But 
besides this, [ make often a step 
lito the aly: went towns aud v age Ss, 
and take a view of 
the heathens. Wherever I come, | 
am crowded with Moors and Muaia- 
barians, Whom | discourse about the 
WAY LO salvation. 


till six. 
meet 
every 


for a 
one 


come 


Linust needs SUy, 
that notwithstanding this people be 


heal away by i word ol CTHROrS and 
delusions, they wevertheles. give at 
Hie so pertinent SUNSWers daaitlers 


olielivion, as perhaps Pshoald have 
thiouehit om belore’ Tt ve 


sith eX permnental Wisco to 


pie ved 
Chien 


COmvey u Baivilip hoowlod 4 iiite 
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the se hools ot 


[ Jun, 


their mind, and to convince then of 


the folly of heathenians, and of the 


truth of Christianity And this 
Wisdom @ not to be had in the 
barren achools of logic and meta- 
pliysies, but must be learned at 


; 


another univeraity, and derived trom 


(sod himeett feo This pi pee. ‘J it 
best wav 1s, to keep the mind con. 
stamtlv in thar te mnper are) serenity, 


that the preat (rot may msthuence 
bimself, and qualify it for ao im- 
, 9” ’ 
portant a work. 
‘| he heathen: hay &: aby 


of subtertuges, 


undance 
whereby they en- 
deavour to vindicate themsels 
to frustrate the design of a. mis- 
sionary. If Christians find one 
error inthe doctrine of the heatve 

these will find 
Christians. It would be infiniteiv 
better, if never any 


ten in tie ile OF Lis 


Seema roe ‘ 
(ivr » ait} eas 


been among them; for then there 
mind would be less prepossessed 


avainst Christianity, the tree re- 
ception whereof is now stifled uv 
many inveterate aud customs, 
they have all along observed among 
Christians. However, the Lord 1s 
still able to reclaim some, and to 
break the chains of these headstron 
evasions, whereby they are restrain 
ed from embracing the Gospe! 03 
Christ. 

“The greatest efforts 
bestowed on the education of Cau- 
dren. In these a solid and lasting 
foundation may sooner be laid, ¢ 
in those that are grown old in the 
heathenish fancies and superstitions. 


fan ial 
>is 


must he 


kor this reason, we seon after our 
arrival here, began to set up a 


charity-schoo!, whieh 


Was followed by another, aad 
hitherto beth managed 
by the God. Mi co 
league is taken up with a Portoguess 
school (where also Danish eno Ge 
eth) oS 


SUCUCS8:. ee \ 


blessing ot 


tanght); as | oam 
Malabanie ole, berg ASSIS CU Lee 


by two ushers, l rae lat N hae Qe 
freely bourded ana PrEarv rare WW 
all MCCENSSHETOS | ALE We Abe Peso ve 
to arpeacatar all the ehaldren of soon 
pbeies Us Comme Oe: tar © Ghegat aie. 


that hereby we 


TIAN araite Larne Pare 


i) 
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minavement of them Detimes, an 
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EY OeN«IV« ¢ ireees y7 pe ng oP) eS | 
i] J o - . - 
It tranecrifned as € necessary 
for carrying on this work. 1 have 
-* , ~~? ° «£ 
ii erty € rOved bi A 1s a2iaisa 
. . r ; a 
\" ers 1 Tt if j inf “ 0 f ‘ ge” 
. 2 © tects €1% - 
ever, considering our present Cir- 
’ +- oot us roegice tio ‘gir t <4. 
Curmr-"ance Bs | { IG Us . aah ie 
? . . sr > 
zubyle it t wie. at 3 sy J vm S 
r r t* rr°c.* *eroure °’ 2& Via » 
wriicts rs ce roy qx ia be 
oor r 
heathensmust beentire!v transcmbta, 
° 
» oles nohe on for rez roogt’ 
ore YOUE LUD ToT ra isd JLaS © 
9 nenrnjle wil rm wit er Out 
Ie JtIT [yal a 3 _— 123 Ww + 


such as iay cown tHe 
Dion ie as oe ee 
our hots reigioan, amd afc w ve uit 
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li.- Stow & ro : 


cCareiuiis printed oft ior this ces ga. 


J 
persed among the heatnhent, mum Dt 


, © . ‘ . 

“ Py this short accoan 2m acc sf 
+ r * a ree z? - 
wich & aut to OC I 4 Ma, St J “ 
by sa ' ’ F| — o if > j : 3 >s »* 
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- > - * = . 
learn, that we do not trifle away our 


time, or spend it to HO purpose 1G 


; - rss ° - 
these parts. And as by the ¢ 
Clous assistance of the Lord : 
shall tarther endeavour to answer 


-¢ 
~. 
ree 
7 
— 
~ 
“y 
Q 
ae) 
oe 
o. 
mn" 
— 
ra 
, 
. 
’ 
' 
" 
Al 
‘ 
n 
“= 
. 


} 
on your sige, these weaa CHYUeS!’y yours 
* 
, . 
and contridute what Hes In you 
: . oe an & ai , ie . 
fowards cainiag more FTOUGd aroun: 


the heathens. 
rejoice when we 
how craciousiv his marestv was dis- 
posed to favour 


} . . > ->+ ie ~~ sre _ ; ; ~ 
effect to promote it OV aconsiderah.e 


—o 


o_ 
/ 
~~ 
-“ 
' 
4 
« 
‘ 
on 
. 


} j oa ’ - > ~ >-r = —] = -> 
sum remitted lateiv tor t S Gosili 


But 


lost, and never come to ou: 


aS - . » i eee ree -* rw . . 
His present ocin Iniertunateiy 


ands. 
we have nat been able hitherte, 


much to eniarge our estaoiisdureut 


“none the heathens here. 

This last ietter was accompanied 
with JO sermons tn tbe Malabarec 
hanguag 


~ _ . 
by Mr. Zregenbaich, and a detailed 


account oftwo Malabaric dictiorarres 


. : 
3 > se? b> ‘ >? ; >_> . . - 
e, preacnea ai 4 TAN ae 


which he Oad campiied in arder fo 
oi iets ee ato Phuc mia . . ~ — 
facilitate the ac quisition Of the i - 


‘ > 7. \? . >< ~* . ~ * 
UAL, One O25 Ge 2 ok a) UICLIOV|HICS 


‘ . > » } ‘ " ™ ot 
contained above 2C.OOO wanis an 


phrases mn 


in one column, 12 an- 
} in the Lat: 


) urd the Ger- 
nan. ‘his work had emploved him 
two years, aod in that time he had 
i20af#§ric 
The other wasa poctical rctioagary, 
there being az great a difference 
poetical 
Latin aad 
Hign Doatch. This dictionary, he 
contessed, was of no great use in de- 
lt wasa 
rto untie many knots and 
their poets, and with- 
d not have been able to 
aes and tables, 
Wich he was very anxious to do. 


a P 
wic + Uiga}l iDbu 


ssa aUSTiC 28 Det 


It is in possible not to admire 
anc véenerate the indetatigabie exer- 


tions ines€ eminentiy apastolical 
service of their 
her we regard the 
eX'ent atic rapidity of their literary 


wouIrements, or their unwearied 
enceavours to spread the knowledge 


~ 


~OUfist, oF the success WHicHn at- 
se2vours, we must 


Saud equativ astonis ed; and we 


] 
are » FeEsoO.vEe aii mato me 
Sec 2 tssis.2 = k Diessiang of 
{ 22) 6G soe) Vu pee titcy Were and 


a Mm Witt a singie eve they served 


i . = e- 
~ — ~ * 
- 
_ 
we - 7 Sa 
= © . > fg ; r.*> is 
. 7 7 | 
’ : as CULL iira L$] 
~ a « \ 
* ~ .- . 
\ <u e e Vea 
~~. . 
rr + - _— -* 
a a comment ‘ » 
AAG i . ‘i - te - c > A -% 
- 
. 
- --4 _- — — - - - 
= : — - - Cd > ~— © -¢> ~~ oe 
~~ - « - ~ - -—-s -_ ~ 
* . “_- ~ > * “~~ ° . -~ . 
— = ~ . = -~ - ~ - 
—S < ~ . ~- “te? ; es Ct oe 
- 
i allele { e ~ > 
° = =- - ~tewte C&C —_—~. - 
J 
= - - - - -\.~—e ~ 
- . 
~~ . ~ a - ’ ~- ’ “= ee ed 
. iow . 
-~ * - - A 3 . , > Seah iat —Saieen 
=~ e she eh - owe f+ Ft wo tA™ 
~-¢ “2 ~~ * > . - - ee e 
— —s ~ ~** , ° ee « wer 44 
= ~ 
= - ® zg 7. ~, . 2 Stina) 
- y @ ~ ‘ > - ow * © © D< . ~t> Fees . 7 
= => ai , ae ’ - > “* 
" . A . - * ~~ A , “ae S eovn7n 
YN » } loa « 
~ _— - 
m4 »>= 5. isa. AX + i ee 
* * 
a . ea Years? 
> <=4* = Co ; 7 es a8 — ‘ ew AC 
. — -_ a * 
- ‘ wee 
. —— = > ~—<— ~wWdx< — - a3) 
~ -ée _ > os -— - 
° ** -~ - 


on 
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Jacob, my. ser- 
will help wiih binina 3 j rael, 
my elect, ny soul hath accepted 
him. DT have put (or given) my Spr- 
ritupon hin; he shall bring forth 
judgment to the nations. He shall 
not cry out; he shall not relax; 
neither sball his voice be beard 
without. He shall not crush a bruised 
reed, and smoking tlax shall he not 
quench; but shall bring forth judg- 
ment unto trath, THe shall shine 
forth, and shall not be broken, until 
he hath placed judgment im the 
earth; and in his name shall the 
nations hope (or ‘the gentiles trust’),” 
‘The whole passage, with every an 
ticular in it, 1s here ascribed to Ja- 
cob and Israel, and not expressly to 
the Messiah: and it is obvious, that 
tlie quotation of it from this version 
would by no means have suited the 
design of the Evangelist, In some 
other respects the Septuagint more 
closely agrees with the Hebrew than 
the words of Matthew do: but it 
will readily be perceived by the 
Cireck student, that even where the 
meaning of the words accords with 
the Septuagint, the language ma- 
teriaily varies from it. The last 
clause 1s exacily trom the Septua- 
int, i which it verre from oe 
[lebrew, which has, “The isles shall 
wait for bis law.” 
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Mitie vary from the Septuagint (Is, 
vi. Y, 10.), that they may be allowed 
to A a quotation, The pronoun 

ruyv, is placed atier coo m the 
Sept. (thew ears’), and omaitced 
alter od 17, MILL feyes), which is re 
versed by toe TPvangebist: and twe 
of the verbs vary in tense or mode, 
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tramasation foi 


The meaning of severa! 
texts in the Old ‘Testament is bere 
given, and several of the 
neariy accord with the Septuagint, 
but none exactly; and upon the 


Whole it is more properly a reference 
to divers passa 
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of anv one. kx. xx. 123 xxi. 10; 
Lev. xx. 9; “ae v. Prov. xx. 
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xarsas. The wnneien in Matthew 
comes nearer to the Septuagint than 
to the Hebrew text, especially in 
the clause, “in vain de they wor- 
ship me,” which is found im the 
Septuagint, but net in the Hebrew, 
and is retained by the Evangelist. 
Yet the verbal ditlerences snew that 
aib exact WuUOTAvOnu Was bot iiemied - 
especially the last clause, “ teachiog 
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and murder, we are left in doubt. 
Some writers have inclined to make 
him much worse, and others to 
make him better, than Scripture gives 
us the means of knowing; just as 
their ditlerent Systems seeme d to re- 
quire the one or the other supposi- 
tion. But this much is clear, that 
he had been guilty, by his own ad- 

mission, of crimes which fully de- 
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served the condemnation he met 
with; and, had there been any cir- 
cumstances in his case which were 


fitted to excite pity, it is probable 
that Barabbas, noted as he had been 
for the worst crimes, would not have 
been saved in preference to him. 
So far also was this man from being 
penitent in the first imstance, that he 
appears to have joined with the 
other malefactor in reviling Jesus ; 
for, says one of the Evangelists, 

‘The thieves also which were cru- 
tied with him cast the same tn his 
teeth,’ or, as another expresses it, 
“they revwed him.” But our bu- 
siness is not so much with his for- 
mer conduct, as with what is related 
of him in the text. In this there 
appear to me to be some things 
particularly deserving of notice. 

1. He gives every proof, which 
in his case was possible, of sincere 
repentance. The striking acknow- 


ledgment which he makes of his 
guilt is one proot of this, ™ Dost 


not thou fear God,” says he to his 
suffering companion, “ seeing thou 
artin the same condemnation? and 
we indeed justly, for we receive the 
due reward of our deeds.’? ‘That 
confession of sin which is extorted 
by the fear of worldly punishment, 
it is true, is no proot of repentance: 
but here the punishment was already 
intlicted,and confession could neither 
prevent nor soften it, 
we could suppos® that this man had 
some motive of iiterest tor confessing 
his guilt, yet it is plain that in the 
same breath to acknowledve Christ 
us the Messtah, was the way rather 
to enrage than to sooth his judges, 
The contession of sin, in his state 
of suffering, might also arise from 


the weakuess or agony of the mo- 


XTX. 


And even if 
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ment; but here we have every ap- 
pearance of thought and recollection. 
Acknowledgment of sin, it may 
further be said, is the mere act ot 
the lips, and might proceed, in his 
case (as it 1s to be feared in that of 
too many others), from a vague hope 
of avoiding, by means of it, the 
divine vengeance ina future world, 
To this there is but one reply: 
Christ, who knew the heart, saw that 
it arose from a better source: he saw 
that it wasthe fruit of real penitence, 
and we therefore ought to be satis- 
tied. 

2. His faith in Christ is very re- 
markable. He received Christ in 
his character of King and Saviour, at 
the very moment when to a common 
eye he would appear stripped of 
all claim to such a dignity,—a poor 
forsaken malefactor, natled to the 
cross. But whom did the thief re- 
cognize in this crucified malefactor ? 
One who was soon to burst the bars 
of the grave, to ascend to the throne 
of his kingdom, to “ lead captivity 
captive, and to bestew gifts on men :” 
one who could take whom he would 
for bis subjects; who could raise 
even himself, guilty as he was, ac- 
quitted and triumphant, to the courts 
of heaven.—< Lord, remember me 
when thou comest to thy kingdom.” 
This was faith embracing, in opposi- 
tion to the evidence ef sight, the 
greatest objects, and exercised under 
the most trying  eircumstances. 
“Faithful found among the faith- 
less,’ he believed when all around 
him doubted or derided. No dis- 
guise could veil the Son of God from 
the eve of taith. The Jews, who 
had seen him heal the sick and raise 
the dead, called him stll the car- 
penter’s son. Elis disciples, who 
had seen him transtigured, conversing 
with the inhabitants of 
clothed with its 


heaven, und 


glory, were realy 
to abandon their hope: the "y forsook 
him and th ‘This man beheld 
hin weak and expiring, 


amd mocked, 


scoureed 


bloated by sulterimes 


and stared with blood, and yet saw 
the King ot 
Can We require stronger 


in him a King, yea, 
heaven, 
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proof of faith? Could faith be shewn 
under more difficult circum stances: 


rs is of importance to remark, 
a cording to his means, this 
inan cede the sincerity of his re- 
pentance and the soune Iness of his 
faith by his works. 
was hi 


These, short as 
life, shewed that his faith 
was that nature which alone 
justifies. Consider his dying words. 
“ Dost not thou tear God, seeing 
thou art in the same condemnation? 
And we indeed justly, for we re- 
ceive the due reward of our deeds; 
but this man hath done nothing 
amiss. And shen turning to Jesus, 
he added, in the words of the text, 
“ Lord, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom.” Here 
the confession of his guilt, the re- 
companion me the 


Ss 
e 
i 


buke of his 
exhortation implied in it to fear God, 
the vindicating of Christ and the 
homage of the heart paid to him, 
are the best proots of which the case 
admits, that his faith was a living 
principle, and that the God who had 
taught him to believe, had taught 
him at the same time to act, aad 
speak, and feel, im the spirit of a 
Christian. 

¢. There is another circumstance 
in the conduct of the thief whic! 
should be neticed. Ele displayed 
not only penitence and faith and a 
conduct bec: ming his state, but a 
greater en. views and 
na of mind than were shewa 
by the disciples themselves. They 
conceived the kingdom of Christ to 
be temporal ; this man saw ia hin 
the Monarch of a heavenly kingdom, 
to the throne of which he was to 
ascend from the cross. His disciples 
also, far trom betng convinced by 
the nature and manner of his sut- 


al gen ient of 


tering, Were staggered at the idea of 
his suffering at all; and, instead of 


glorving In his cross, forsook hina 
and fled. But, under diviue grace, 
it was by the very 
Christ that this man was convinced. 
He saw with what dignity he suf- 
fered: he heard him, even in the 
midst of exquisite torture, pray for 
bis epemtes. tle saw in him a 
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greatness far surpassing any thing 
human, and at once, with the cen- 
turion at the foot of the cross, ex- 
claimed, “ Truly this is the Son of 
God '”’ 

You see then, in this converted 
thief, real penitence and faith, a 
conduct corresponding to these, en- 
largement of views, and 5 pirituality 
of mind. I insist the more ov these 
qualities, because they are of the 
very essence of religion. They are 
qualities without w bich he could not 
have been saved, and without which 
no individual among us can be saved. 
“ Except ye repent, ye shall all like- 
wise perish.” “ He that believeth 
not shall be damned.” “ Without 
holiness no man shall see the Lord.” 
‘* We look not to the things which 
are seen, but to the things which 
are not seen.’ “ To be carnally 
minded its death, but to be spintually 
minded is life and peace.” Itisa 
matter, thea, of eternal moment, whe- 

her your character be that of this 
peni t thief yf whether, in viewing 
"inohaes been wroug ht In you; Ww hether 
you feel your guilt while you ac- 
knowledge it; whether you believe 
ia Christ; whether you adorn his 
doctrine by a suitable temper and 
conduct: whet her you are ready, 
when the occasion calls for it, to 
rebuke sin and detend the cause of 
Christ; whether you are looking not 
at the things which are temporal, 
a at those which are eternal; 
whether your views and feelings are 
spiritual. —You have not, you say, 
committed the crimes of the thief. 
It you have not, praise that grace of 
God which has preserved you from 
them. Still, repentance, faith, holi- 
ness, spirituality, are no less neces- 
sary to you thanto hin. Think not 

the crimes of this man, but of his 
conversion: view him as the timid, 
humble, atlectionate believer in 
Christ; and remember, that though 
few who live like bim may die as 
he did, yet, that all must die as he 


did to be happy. 
II. | come now to consider the 


conduct of Christ on this interesting 
$F 2 
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occasion. “And Jesus said unto him, 
verily L say unto thee, this day shalt 
thou be with me in Paradise.” 

1. Now here I would first notice, 
the greatness which was shewn in 
this answer of Christ.—When a per- 
son is in a state of pain, we are 
ready to make large allowances for 
any hi isty or pe evish expressions he 
may employ. If insult and wrong 
are added to pain, we do not wonder 
if the sullerer should find no place 
for tenderness, no ear for our peti- 
tions. Consider then the circum- 
stances of Christ. He was at that 
moment sutlering for the sins of the 
whole world. The burden of the 
universe lay on him. 
myriads centred in his slugle per- 
son. And to pain were added insult 
and mockery—a reed for a sceptre, 
and thorns for a crown. In this 
state how does he receive the peti- 
tion of the thief? Does human weak- 
pess shew itself? Have his suiterings 
or his wrongs roused his anger, or 
extingul ished his compassion : Lear 
his answer! It is the calm re ply of 
2 monarch liberal af his favours. It 
shews all the affection of a parent 
forward to grant the request of his 
child. There is nothing in history 
to be compared with it —Let those 
who are disposed to do homage to 
greatness, render it here, 

2. But we may observe in this 
reply, the power of Christ.—That 
power appeared now to be reduced 
to its lowest ebb. The schemes of 
his enemies appeared to have suc- 
ceeded ; and he was Jed as a male- 
factor to the cross. But he chose 
to shew his power, not by causing 
their schemes to fail in the outset, 
but by exerting, under the most op- 
pressive sufferings that can be ima- 
gined, a power which no human 
force could controul. It is always 
the office of the supreme power ina 
state to pardon the guilty, or to re- 
prieve the condemned ; and this js 
the power which Christ 


tanes to 
himself. 


And be it: remembered, 
that the Table gives us no other 


instance of good men pretending to 
bhis power, 


The pang s of 


f Jury, 


3. The answer of Christ is also a 
remarkable display of bis grace,—It 
was when surrounded by his perse- 
cutors ; it was when loaded with the 
insults and tormented by the cruelty 
of man, that Christ thus granted 
pardon and promised happiness to 
the penitent thief. But consider, 
besides, who this penitent was: he 
was a man, by his own confession, 
justly nailed to the cress for his 
crimes. Was there any thing in his 
past conduct to recommend “him to 
the fayour of Christ? Had he any 
title to divine mercy ? Or were his 
former habits such as to jead him at 
once to avow his guilt, to profess 
his faith in Christ, and to rebuke sin? 
If his natural goodness could have 
recovered him, why did it not re- 
cover him sooner, tor it was always 
as free to act wi No! The con- 
version of this man is an astonishing 
monument of the grace of God. it 
is a case in which God, as it were, 
draws aside the veil benind which 
he usually works, and shews himself 
employed for the benefit of man. 
The laws of nature act so calmly 
and uniformly, that we are tempted 
to forget that there is a God who 
controuls them; but let some storm 


as no 


or convulsion shake the order of 


nature, or some miracle change it, 
and we say at once, “It is the 
Lord’s doing.” And so it is in the 
works of divine grace. God sees us 
forgetful of the mercy which saves 
us, and of the Holy Spirit which 
transforms us. In compassion to 
our weakness, he gives us some in- 


stance of the power and freeness of 


divine grace, so striking, that he 
who does not believe, w ould not be. 
lieve thoug xh one rose from the = 

And yet we ought to know, that} 

is just as free and undeserved in “a 
case of every man who is saved, as 
in the case of this malefactor. God 
is still at work, though we see him 
hot, The penitent behever, who 
knows any thing of his own heart, 
wil know this; and, while he as- 


Cries 


all that as sinful to himselt, 
to aseribe all his salva- 
tion, trom first to last, to God, 


Will Feyoice 
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I shall now conclude, by noticing 
the oppos site ways in which this 
subject is sometimes abused. 

1. One class of men speak of the 
case of the thief as so singular as to 
teach us nothing, and as not in- 
tended to enlarge the hopes of the 


Christian. A man, they say, 1s 
here saved by a miracle, and we 
Cannot now ex mer a miracie to save 


~) 


us. But I would ask, is not the 
moral of this story the > doctrine of 
the whole Bible: Does that ever 
teach us that repentance at any pe- 
riod is impossible, or unavailing - 
Does it say toany man, Your ~ 1S 
unpardonable ; the blood of Ct 

cannot cleanse, the Spirit of God 
cannot change, you ? Oh no! The 
ministers of God are charged with a 
message of grace and mercy to gf 
even to thase who are crown old 1 
sin; to sinners in the eleventh hour 
of life. Here they may see a man 
as deep in guilt My — at least as 
much aisivened 
selves. They ay see him par- 
doned, chauzed, a worshipper ot 
Christ, an laiaeucint in righteous- 
ness. Are such persons then dis- 
posed to regard conversion as be- 
yond their reach? Are they con- 


A 


> 


“ioc Lor 
time, a8 tnem- 


~ti 


sidering their Corruption as so root: d, 
that it cannot now be removed, but 
that they must carry it io the bar of 
God’s judgment, 
acainst them, “na go down with 
them into the pitof perdition? Let 
e tell them, that while there is life 
there is hope. Thiscaseis recorded 
that such should not despair, but 
should learn the unsearchable riches 
of the grace of God. And the same 
God lives to pardon, the same Son 
to intercede, and the same Spirit to 
sanctify. The fountain of a Saviour’s 
blood is not exhausted; and he who 
washes in that fountain shall be 
made whole. Let, then, the wretched, 
despairing penitent raise 
from the ground where he lies, and 
view this monument, which the hand 
of God has raised for him. Let his 
behold, beside the cross of Christ, an- 
other cross, from which one whowas, 
hke himself, a sinner, but a penitent, 


there to witness 


t 
- 
i 
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hirselt 


2 


ascended to heaven. Let him then 
enter on the work of his conversion. 
Let him call on the same Redeemer, 
now entered into his kingdom, to 
remember him. And, whrie he con- 
templates the scene described in the 
text, let him say to God; “ Our 
fathers have told us the nobie works 
which thon didst in their days, and 
in the old time betore them. Arise, 
© Lord, and deliver me for thy 
Name’s sake.” 

Another class of persons con- 
sider the case of the thief as by no 
means singular; and they are se- 
cretly encouraged by it to defer 
their repentance to a future period. 
But I would beseech them to con- 
sider carefully the circumstances of 
Lhis Case, seg as they respect Christ, 
and as they respect the thief. It 
seems to have been the design of 
God to unite in the lite and death 
of our Saviour things the most op- 
posite to each other, to stamp him 
with the opposite characters of God 
and man. He is bora in a manger, 
but attended by angels. 
where 
powers 
the w eal i. ot the orld. 
in the hour of 
im that hou 


J 


He has not 
> his head, but exercises 
which micht command all 

So here, 
bis worldly disgrace, 


to lay 


rwhen the triumph « ot 


his enemies seemed miplete, it 
mich t piease God that he should be 


at the 
and Death, 
those enemies who had subdued the 
world. It could happen but once 
that the Son of God snou.d die; and 
that event therefore was likely to be 
accompanied by some remarkable 
interterence, some extraordinary 
operation of the hand of God. 

But the case of the thief is also 


seen drageing, as it were, 


WHEE Of aiid chariot, Shu 


peculiar. He repented at the hour 
ot death! Does any one doubt that 
this 1s a pecuhar case’ tLhose at 


least will not doubt it who are often 
called to visit the beds of the dying. 
LA ousands die among us without 

ime for asingle prayer. ‘Thousands 
find the ae bed a » bed of bontanen, 


ot Pr tgad ranges tending 
cerns of the soul, 


as a con- 
Wy in trying to 


, 
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sink at once into a state of insensi- 
bility, trom which nothing on this 
side ihe yvrave shall them. 
e, pre- 
bavnne pec] ire orl. 


Pose 
"Lh tists (lie, AS they liv 


sumime on ther awn 


Hess, OF Om Live bonmdless ercy of 


God. ‘Thousands die, beleving they 
1? } 

Blab recover, and therefore det Prine 

thie Work ol pep ni adgce, And @ven 


when appearances are more fay 
nubile, theve as still wsuech rround LO 
doubt whether the penitence ota 


A minister, 


pe Op portunitie s of ob- 


dying bec be 
who bad lar 
Serving the lives of Criminals Ccon- 
demned to death and alterwards re- 
prieved, told me, that although he 
had known many whose penitence 
Shewed every mark of sincerity 
while the stroke of death hung over 
therm, yet that he had never known 
one, evcenol these, who, on beiny 
reprieved, did not return to bis for- 
mer vicious and profligate courses. 
W hy, indeed, should it be —— ? 
W hy should we expect to repent : 
a future period, if we repent not now ? 
Is it that men are more likely to for- 
sake sins, when longer 


sincere 


they have 
practised them? Is God likely to 
vouchsafe larger portions of hisSpirit 
to those w ho shall the longest have 
resisted and quenched it? Is the 
hour of weakness and agony the fit 
hour for the greatest work of the life 
of man; for the work for which 
every man finds the longest lite too 


short?—1 do not mean tosay, that 
the re pentance of a dying bed is 


never sincere. The dying thief was 
a irue penitent, and there ‘fore there 
may be others; particularly where 
the .iness is long; where the faculties 
are preserved; where there is some 
acquaintance with religious truth ; 
where the bodily painis not violent; 
where the friends around him have 
courace, and love, and put ly enough 


to let tie dying man kaow his true 
Slate, bul, IL is not because one 
man bas fallen safely trom a prect 
pice, that men in their senses will 
wenture to follow him. And re- 
pncmiber, tiiat, 4 the case of those 


who lave fe ally 


t pented, there bhbaty 
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relieve atormented body, ‘Thousands 





[Jury, 
be this difference from that of 

of 1 is, that they fy never deliberately 
del; ved the hat of repentance. No 


one, however, who hears this ser- 
mon, Can come to his dying r bed in 
such circumstances. We know the 
necessity of repentance; we know, 
Liat, except we repent, we must 
perish; and therefore, i any one 
amony us Gelays the work even tor 
a day, he prbace himseif in a situa 
Lio am Which he has at fe 0 


ecriptural vrounG 


YT t | 


IOTF nope. 
’ 


, 
f w+ at oe 
COMNsIneT OUT S8' até. 


AATL WS heen 
We are pp iced im awtul circume 
stances. We stand on the very bor- 
der of eternity, Surely, none of us 
will be so desperate as to rush into 
the very jaws of destruction. God 
forbid "We have, it is true, been 
long impenitent. We have long 
heed n vain and trifling. It is of thy 
merev, O Lord, that we have not 
long since been consumed. O that 


Wwe Inay now turn from our sins to 
serve the h “Po thou 
touch our hardened hearts. Do thou 
change our evil habits. Do thou 
cleanse us by the blood of Christ. 
Do thou sanctify us by thy Spirit.” 
May this be our prayer to God, oad 
may we all find that he is the Gud 


nag God ! 


who heareth and who answereih 
prayer. Amen. 
EE — 


For the Christian Observer. 
ON INTELLECTUAL DIFFIDENCE. 


Tue faculties of the human mind are 
limited in their operation, “This | 
a truth universally acknowle 
because it istoe obviousto be demed. 
‘The most intelligent observer of the 
appearances which the material world 
presents, and the most profound in- 
quirer into the constitution of mind, 
are equally called to investigate ple- 
and multitorm for 
their most expanded intellects to 
every accession ol KUMOW-S 
lode tends to Convince them ot their 
and every step which 
they take a the pos ul to perfection, 
reminds them that perfection ts vn 
wy the present stage of 


is is 
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su 
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homecna too vast 
embrace! 
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in speculatic n what in pract ce they 
deny. That our intellectual powers 
are circumscribed in their operation 
within very narrow bounds, is reaciiv 
contessed ; but the humiliating truth 
1s seldom made the guice of Comse- 
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of mind, so long as he is consc:ons 
ol ignorance onany subject. Acting 
as if his tacuities, in their present 
State, were susceptibie of woliaited 
expansic he appiies them to the 
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‘ Trust in the Lord with all thine 
heart, and lean not to thine own 
rrnderc > 

undersia o ®. 

The imperfection of the human mind 
In the present stage of its existence, 
is sufficient of itself to convince us 
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Troth and error are, im certain 
cases. so biended together, that the 

pad imme which separates them is 
SCA cely iiscerniDle. Circumstances 
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both sides, and the precise track to 
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assertion. Imagining it a mark of 
Supe rior venus to doubt of every 
thing which has received the sanc- 
tion of popular belief, men bave been 
led to call in question the most ob- 
vious truths, to indulge a sceptical 
humour on almost every subject, 
and to oppose with virulent hostilit 

all estabiished opinions. W hether 

we regard the conduct of these men 
ws the effect of prejudice, ot a desire 
of singularity, or of an extravagant 
love of philosophizing; or trace it 
directly to the latent but powerful 
influence of a proud understanding ; 
it equally evinces the fallibility ‘a 
the bumau mind, and the dangerous 
consequences which result from au 
implicit reliance ou its aid in the 
investigation of truth. 

As the truths connected with re- 
ligion and morality are of all others 
the most important, so the baneful 
effects of scepticism indulged in 
regard to these truths, must be wor- 
thy of our most serious attention. 
By the survey of these effects, we 


shall naturally be led to pride of 


reason, as their final cause. Men 
there have been, and there still are, 
in the world, who hesitate not to 
call im question the existence of a 
First Cause, and, if possible, to 


dismiss from their creed all ideas of 


supernatural agency. ‘Lhe source 
of their scepticism it is not difficult 
to trace; for in the features of the 
progeny are pourtrayed the linea- 
ments of the parent. Their under- 


standings, being unable to trace the 
eilations of Causes and etlects, or 
being baffled in their atte inpts to 


com] rehend the mode of the divine 

existence, have been led to conceal 
their Impe rtection by a flat denial of 
what iies beyond their reach. In 
this way dependence on the human 
roind Jeads to direct and 
Atheism. 

When a system of truth is pro- 
posed, and when men protess to 
take that system for their standard 
of faith and of practice, it might 
naturally be expected, that an ap- 
peal would be made to it in every 
case of doubt, and t! 


FP 
ul rit shi pier 
4 i i) 


rat ats decison 


[Jury, 
would invariably be final. It is not 
more lamentable than astonishing, 


however, that many, who profess te 
take the Scriptures s for their standard 
of faith and of practice, do not sub- 
mit their understandings to its de- 
cisions, They either reject those 
truths which reason was unable of 
itself to discove Vr, Or else they dis- 
miss from their creed those doc- 
trines which reason is unable to 
comprehend. ‘Those who reject those 
truths of revelation which are not 
confirmations of what reason dis- 
covered, insinuate that a revelation 
was in a great measure, if not wholly, 
unnecessary ; and that Socrates ex- 
pected a useless teacher, when he 
said, ** We must wait till we learn 
from an instructor who careth for 
us, and has a wonderful concern for 
our welfare, in what manner we are 
to conduct ourselves with regard to 
God and our fellow-creatures.” They 
are guilty of the most daring im- 
piety, in rejecting what God has 
thought worthy of being revealed, 
and in making ‘divine truth bend to 
the dictates of human reason. In 
this way dependence on the powers 
of man renders Christianity only a 
more perfect species of Deism. 

The same pride of reason has too 
ofien led men to class with unprofit- 
able speculations, those doctrines 
which the human understanding 1s 
unable to comprehend when re- 
vealed. These votaries of reason 
either imagine that these doctrines 
are contrary to the light of nature, 
or conclude that, because they are 
incomprehensible, they cannot be 
proper objects of faith. The forme: 
of these ideas can be cerrected only 
by a careful study of the doctrines 
in question, as revealed in the sacred 
volume, conjoined with fervent pray- 
er to God for direction. The latter 
contradicts one of the first principles 
of philosophy—namely, that though 


§ ow 


we cannot belleve what is ceainese 
reason, We may rationally believs 
Upon 


competent evidence, whiat ts 
ahor et reason, "To ACT ¢ 


onsistently, 
these 


whew s! ould ( | elieve eve} Vv 


truth which ther understandings are 
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unadie 


to comprehend. If a man 
the existence of mind, be- 
cause he cannot understand its na- 
ture, and can only define it by the 
operations of which he is conscious; 
to act consistently, he should also 
deny the existence of matter, be- 
cause he can only judge of it by its 
visible and tang ties. It a 
man denies the 
motion by thought, which we as- 
cribe to spirit ; to act consisten . 
he should also deny the communica- 
tion of motion by i al ilse, 
we ascribe to matter. We cannot 
tell how particles of light are pro- 
pagated from the radiant point; and 
do we therefore deny the existenc ce 
of |i ghtr We cannot tell how tne 
blood circulates in our ve | 


a. 
aeliies 


LY an’ 
ible quai 


| bi j iL h 


ifdDy 


<lo we therefore de: iV that < is the 
medium of nutriment nd vigour > 
We cannot unfold the nature of that 


’ 


union which subsists between body 
and mind; nor can we explain their 
mutual influence; and do we there- 
fore conclude that they are uncon- 
nected or independent on each ot her ; 
There is not a leaf that rus 
the breeze; there is not a flower 
that decks the fields; there is not 
an insect that wantons in the sun- 
beam, or flits along t 
air; there is nota particie of sand 
by the sea wave, whose properties 
can all be described by 
of men; and do all men 
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wes in 
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. — ae faa ~~ 


the Wises 
Loereia 
become the dupes of modern scepti- 
cism as to the existence of the 
world? Way then do 
presume to arraign the lacompre- 
hensible God at the bar of their 
limited understandings, and to 
ject those doctrines which he has 
not made level to human capacity ? 
Why do : 


Ina- 
“ i 
terial 


re- 


men 
Christianity 


doctrines are 


reyect the W hole ‘ay 


because some of its 
mysterious? In the 
one Case, they resemble 
who discredits his senses, because 
he cannot understand the nature « 
the objects which surround him. | 

other, they ri 
who discontiiues the practice ot ex- 
tinguishing fre by water, b: 


the Man 


>. 
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he cannot understand why oil poured 
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comm unt cation oi 
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on the same flame would increase 
the conflagration. It would be im- 
piety to say, that it was impossible 
tor God to make every thing w hich 
he has thought fit to reveal, level to 
the human understandi ng; but cer- 
tainly it is not irrational to expect 
whatever proceeds from an 
[utinite Being shovld bear some 
aces of infinity. Whenan author 
produces a work bearing marks of 
great | rofundity ot thought and re- 
we naturally expect that 


~ ai ee 


~ = } 
s€arcil, 


every work proceeding from the 
same author should bear some re- 


semblance to the first in both of 
ese respects. It is sufiicient to 
of a revelation, if 


ad ‘tonal hight be thrown upon 
S cts previou sly involved in un- 
certainty, and it truths be made 


cnewn of which the human mind 

ld previously form no concep- 
toca. In the revelation of God to 
his creatures, every thing essential 


U saivVallion is cleariv made ky iOown, 


- 


and those truths which are now seen 
“ darkly as through a glass,” are 
reserved to be fully unveiled in that 
vorid of iigbt where the boundaries 
of intellectual vision shall be en- 
irced to embrace them. Thus, the 
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now en noticed, which is equally 
remote trom tuat intel ectual dit- 
iidence wWwiich we are how ai einpt- 

or 1 ( 1 ‘| ne error to 
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cause which they wish to promote. 
The same plan of simplification has 
led men to form artiticial repre- 
sentations of the divine nature, and 


thus to introduce all the errors ot 


idolatry. It is with the intellectual 
powers as it is with the 
senses : 


external 
objects placed in an ob- 
scure licht are not discernible, owing 
to a defect in the medium 3; and 
very luminous objects cannot be 
beheld, owing to the natural imbe- 
cility of the optic nerve. Some 
objects of the understanding are un- 


known to us because of the want of 


due ionformation; and there are 
others of winch we are ignorant, 


because they exceed the measure of 


our comprehension. Of this latter 
kind are the doctrines which these 
men endeavour to explain. The 
human mind cannot recerve them 
in its present embryo state; and, to 
make the attempt, 18 as foolish as it 
would be to endeavour to make the 
infant on the breast compreliend the 
pursuits of the philosopher. « We 
ought not,” says Lerd Bacon, * to 
attempt to draw down or submit the 
mysteries of God to our reason; 
but, on the contrary, to raise and 
advance our reason to the divine 
truth.’ ‘The mysterious Coctrines 
of Christianity constitute its pecu- 
har glory, for it is their splendour 
which dazzles the eves of te eble 
mortals. Instead, therefore, of vainly 
attempting to make them less Mys- 
terlous, the Christian should exhibit 
verve in all their native lustre to the 
admiration of the world. A> be- 


comimg sense of the impertection of 


the human understanding, would 
serve as a corrective to this, as well 
as the other errors to which we 
lave already alluded. 

Llitherto our attention has been 
called to truths of a dectrinal uature. 
It ay be proper, hetore couctuding 
this part of the subyec 
Tiouglits tor a littie, 


t, to turn our 
to the eltect ot 
too creat a dependence on buiman 
yeusou, io revard to those parts ot 
tie divine word which are pro- 
scaly (| it practical lemdeney. 


Bit Hiuinecrous SVSTCIN ae | ethane 


> 


jUbbes, 


(Jury, 
which have been obtruded with 
much philosophic al parade upon 


the world, must have attracted the 
attention of every reflecting mind. 
Many of these are highly eXcep- 
tionable, and all of them are ex- 
tremely defective. The 


reason is 
obviou a, 


The theorists, when fram- 
ing them, have had too much con- 
fidence SC in their Owl powers. They 
have paid little regard to the obli- 
gations which arise from the divine 
we 3 and, though in some cases, 
they have unintentionally been in- 
debted to the sacred writers, vet the 
rules and motives of Christianity 
have not had that prominence in 
their respective systems, to which 
they are justiy entitled. Often too, 
the law of God, which the light of 
nature iisrcvars, has been obscured 
by vain metaphysical reasoniugs. 
Lie truth is, no proper system of 
morality can be framed without the 
aid of € ‘hristianity ; and those which 
are merely of human formation must 


ever partake of the imperfection of 


the minds which conceived them. 
But, too great dependence on 
human reason not only discovers 
itself in leading men to fabricate 
theories of morality for the conduct 
of life; it likewise evinces its per- 
nicious tendency by leading men to 
shape their conduct according to 
those rules of Christianity which 
appear to themselves most expedient, 
These sons of reason, cull from 
amoung the precepts of the Gospel, 
and, at one time, contemn those 
dispositions of beart which it re- 
guires to be cultivated; while, at 
another, they enber palate or exalt 
as virtuous feelings those disposi 
tions which it reprobates in the 
strongest language. Humility, they 
term: meanness; forgiveness of t- 
pusillanimity; — self-dennal, 
monasticism; zeal tor the honour 
of God and the salvation of men, 
enthusiasm. The man intlated with 
pride, the y represent as aman ofa 
reat uid 3 he whose eve sparkles 
with revenge on recelvithe a small 
Otlront, as @ wan of bonour,; and 
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ef freedom :—mark 
portance ot int 


then the im- 
ellectual difiidence; 
of having the dictates of the human 
mind subjected to the direction of 
the divine law. 

Il. We -inust 
too much dependence on our own 
minds, when forming a judgment 
concerning the divine operations. 

W hen the votaries of reason Ob- 
serve the events which are con- 
stantly taking place in the admuinis- 
tration of human atfiairs, they pers 
ceive many appearances of irregu- 
larity ; 1, in many cases, have 
been led to the dreadful conclusion, 
that the governed by an 
incontroulable necessity; and that 
every cveut originates in the blind 
collision of casual 
must be owned, that in many in- 
stances, the operations of Omni- 
potence are dark and mysterious ; 
and, like the erratic motion of a 
comet in the heavens, 


us ard ag rainst placing 


ane 


world 1s 


associations. it 


seem to be 


guided by no determinate agency. 
God’s “ way is inthe sea, and his 
path In thie deep waters, and his 
footsteps are not known.” ~~ Evil, 


} ] 
rowed 


both P shysical and moral, 1s al 
to exist in the world; virtue is often 


“ marked out by sorrow for her 
own,” while vice is allowed to 
triumph; and those schemes which 
are designed to be cf extensive 


pablic utility are rendered abortive, 


while the dark laid plans of mischief 


are cro'vned with the success de- 
sired. ‘These are doubtless apparent 
discrepancies, and it is not surprising 


that the deductions of human reason 
lead to the impious idea, that “ the 
ways of God are not equal.” But, 
we must be diffident of own 
understaudings. 

When we attempt to form ade- 


quate 


our 


divine 
bewildered in the 


and return 


conceptious of the 
hafure, We are 


MAZES ot 


vast infinity, 
irom our fruitless w anderings with- 
out finding a pornt at which to slop 
the boundings of our thoughts. ‘The 
noblest conceptions of which the 
human mind is capable are anni- 
hilated, and boldest: fhhghts of 


Hnacimna arrested i theit 


Toe 


Lion wie 
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We inhabit a globe 


vain career. 


which is but a speck in the universe ; 
and how can we comprehend a 
Jeing who actuates and supports 
the whole frame oi nature? Our 


faculties are as limited asthe sphere 
‘nee: and how can we 


a Beit no who with one 


of our exist 


comprehend 


oiance iidsthe p vast, the present, 
and the future? It the nature of God 


to finite 
to expect 
perations should rob lly 
ye? It our ctual 
powers are so Incompetent to ex- 
piain the mo divine ex- 
istence, how we presume to 
pass a verdict on the operations of 
Oinnipotens er 

But, Stpy sing —_ the 


and operatio ns oj Dei it are 


be thus incomprehensible 


. ! 
iS it net natural 


mneNpi Ca intel 


-_—— 


S Of the 


gare 


nature 
in some 


measure level to the dnc under- 
standing, vet our views of them are 
oniv partial. Our situ 1ti0n on this 


giobe Is like that of an insect on 


face of a vast and compli- 


cated machine. }: veu : itting 
that the insect had intelligence, yet 
it could only judge a pe we was 
within its view; and, as it could not 
perceive the adjustment of the dif- 
ferent parts of the mechanism to 
their res pe ctive end it could torn? 


no decisicu concerning the skill of 
the mechanic: We Sec only a 
part of the Aimighty’s ways, 
to decide on the zefole trom the part 


which we behold 


ail. 


and 


vould be rash 
and pre ( onduct sim! 
ar to thi 


Sk alles 


esul a uous. 

has often been attended 
with consequences. Let 

ke one irom the ma- 
universe. el a long period 
the pheu omena of the heavens were 
wrapt in obscurity. Men judged 
of them mere iy fromthe: appearances 


« 
1, 
i 


instance 
ter| 


which they present to the external 
senses: and, consequent IY, were led 
to mnagine, that thesun d pli aneti ary 


bo lies revolved ‘ound 1 Lidis earth as 


a centre, and that they 
to dithuse ir 
rpitieant glo 
we inhabit. The 
ieas Were as 


Were 


were only 
aud heat 
ie which 
consequences of 
had as the ideas 
erreneovs. ‘The 


designed 


over thi is inshy 


these i 
; me 
themselves 


i? 
A - 
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untutored peasant looked on the 
cclestial appearanees wih an 


Wieanthhe pase, 


une 
whist those whose 


enlightened by any 
scattered rays of 
science, 


minds were 


astronomical 
regarded them as the pro- 
ductionus of an unskilful 
lence, Alphonso = 

and Castile, a man whose | 
was equalled only by his mnpiety, 
had the audae itv to say, that if God 
had consulted him at the formation 
of the world, he would have fur- 
nished him with a better plan. Ad- 
ditional light, however, has dispelled 
every Cloud ; and the system of the 
heavens, like every other part of 
the material universe, is found to 
bear marks of profound skill and 
cousuinmate wisdom.— Such wasthe 
eflect of a 


artiiicer, 
Leou 


‘al Thi thy 


rush and inconsiderate 


judgment concerning the works of 


God. May not similar efiects result 
from too hasty a decision concerning 
the moral administration of the uni- 
verse’ ‘The plan of Providence is 
vast and complicated, and we can 
see only a part of this plan. We 
seldom see causes and etlects con- 
joined; and, though experience 
sometimes endows men witha kind 
of natural vaticination by w eseenapee y 
can know the effects which will 1 
suit from the operation of peel 
causes; yet, In most cases, the in- 
tentions of Deity are wholly un- 
known to man. To be able to ex- 
plore final causes, it is absolutely 
necessary that we have a perfect 
acquaintance with every purpose to 
which the objects around us may be 
applied, together with a clear con- 
ception of the ideas of fitness and 
order which form the prototypes in 
the mind of that Great Being who 
directs their motions. Events which 
occur in the Providence of God tre- 
quently give rise to the most unex- 
pected ettects. When the Romans 
Appeared onthe coasts of this mland, 
the inhabitants anticipated nothing 
but the cheerless rereyn of tyranny 
nud oppression; Whereas, had they 
CONMSEQUCTICES tk GONG 
rarght have hated it as 


the cra of their emiane pation brows 


heen all the 


view, they 
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the trammels of harbarierm. ‘J he 
very means which an HKaylieh mo- 
narch employed to raise the Komish 
hierarchy on the ruins of the Pro- 


’ 
texntant Cause, Ternycle | ty bring aljout 


the very opposite effects. Who, 
that beheld Joseph eold a slave, 
could have once imayined, that ere 


long he would be lord of all kgypt+ 
Who that beheld the star of Bett 
hem emerging from amid clondsana 
darkness, could have once supposed, 
that, by means of it, “ life and ime 
mortality were” to be “ brought to 
hight i‘ “The conduct ef God towards 
the Jewish nation, 1s dark and mvs- 
terious; but, 
whole of the divine plan, we must 
suspend our decison till all be un- 
ravelled. At present, we 
kingdoms rising on the 


a% we see not the 


behold 
roius ot 
kingdoms 3 eMpires that have stood 
lor ages, convulsed, or blotted from 
the map of existence; and, on ali 


Jil al? 
> 
. . ; > 
hands, ‘* garments rolled in biood. 


W ere we to judge from the aspect 
of the present times, we might con- 


clude that disorder and irregularity 


pervade the creation of God; but 
as we see rot the issue of these 
fluctuations, we must admire in 
silence. ‘The most adverse af 
pearances may be pregnant with 
the most pros perous ev vents. an 
rate, they will tend to the ultimat 
good of the whole system of thin: 
‘The thunder which rends the 
restores the equilibriu m of the at 
mosphere, and expels noxious ex- 
halations. ‘The 


5 


earth juake, which 
engults milliens of immortal bein 


prevents eruptions, which would 
spread devastatien over the w! 
face of nature. Physica! evil may 
issue In moral geod, and the turieus 


stornis which assail the Christian ir 


Lid 
the ocean of life, are designed to 
watt him to the haven of eternal 
rest. 

Behold, then, the importance ef 
imellectuald: fidence’! Though reason, 


In MANY Cases, COMMUDICaTES a Co; 


rect and steady light, vet. tm as 
Mur Y CASES, like the renis fautuus of 
the tight, if leads asnie rato qVuay 


When, 


mires of error, 


therefore, 
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living, are 
never appointed anv 
forbad the use 
“@. Tt St. Peter appol inted fasts, 
perhaps he cid so tor the Purpose of 
having a better sale for his fish. 


«7, The holy oil js the 


very 
same as the oil which you eat at 
home. 

«8. The Scriptures do not say 


that the Holy Spirit proceeds from 
the Son. 

“OQ, ‘Those who undertake 
grimages to Rome, are tools. 

“ 10. 1 consider nothing as sin- 
ful, which the Scriptures have not 
ceclared to be so. 

“11. [1 despise the pope and his 
eouncils. I love Christ; and may 
his word dwell in us abundantly! ; 

‘6 It isa difficult thing to be a 
Christian. 

« 13. Indulgences are nothing. 

«Jt was further objected to him, 
in the course of his examination, 
that he had given it as his opinion, 
that St. Panl contributed nothing 
towards his conversion by his ow n 
free-will, 

«This account might lead us to 
suspect, that there was something 
ofa spirit of levity in the disposition 
of John de Wesalia. He seems to 
have seen clearly through several 
of the popish superstitions, and to 
have exposed them with zeal and 
freedom. Charity will certainly in- 
cline us to hope the best; neverthe- 
Jess the Christian reader cannot but 
wish there had been greater marks 
of personal conirition of soul and of 
truc humility at the cross of Christ. 
Hlowever, it ought not to be omitted, 


pil- 


that John was an old man, and 
bowed down with totivmmities and 
disorders of long standing 3 and 


therefore he was prob: ibly call able 
to recollect what) he 
advanced, ot 
distinetly 


had forme ly 
“toexpress his thouehts 
before such a formidable 
tribunal of mauisitors. bea 
pelled bin at last to retract ; 
the Of his trial, 


is CO jl. 
buton 


COULSE he bad the 


Account of John de Wesalia and John Wesselus, from Milner. 
cord alone, and peace among men, 
and a peaceable way of 
suflicient. 
«5. Christ 
particul: ir fasts, nor 
of flesh meat on any day, 


spirit to say to the court, “It Christ 
were now present, and ye were to 
treat him as ve do me, he might be 
condemned by vou as a_ heretic. 
However.” the old man added with 
“he better 
of you by his acuteness. 


a simile, would get the 


? 


SOME ACCOUNT OF JOHN WESSELUS, OF 


GRONINGEN, 


. John 


somenmes 


Wesselus of Groningen 
taken for the 
samme person as the preceding John 
de Wesalia. And 


besides the similarit 


has been 
no wonder ; for 
vy of their names, 
they lived about the same time, and 
both of them op )posed several of the 
errors and corruptions of popery. 

«“ Wesselus, however, 1s incom- 
parably the superior character in 
every resy He was one of the 
most learned men of the fifteenth 
century, and was so celebrated for 
his talents and attainments, as to 
have been denominated ¢ the light 
of the world,’ 

‘“ He was born about the 
1419, not in 1400 as 
supposed. 


ect. 


year 
some have 
He died in 1489. 

“ Whatever doubts may be enter- 
tained respecting the genuine se- 
riousness and solidity of John de 
Wesalia, the ext raordinary religious 
knowledge of Wesselus, and histraly 
Christian spirit, are imdisputable. 
Hle has been justly called the fore- 
runner of Luther. 

«That great re former 
astonished when he first met with 
some pieces of the composition of 
Wesselus, that m the Le Ipsic edition 
of 1522, he wrote a preface to the 
work, tn which he says, * By the 
wonderful providence of God, Lhave 
been compelled to beceme a pubii 


was so 


man, and to fight battles with those 
monsters of indulgences and papat 
decrees. Af] along l Suppose J Iny- 


self to stand alone - Vet 
served 


LT pre 
eae: mation ee the 
every where ac- 
cused of heat and violence, and of 
biting too hard, 


so much 
contest, as to be 
Llowever, the trath 

Il have carnestly wished to have 
done with these Baal 


wd to 


followers of 


among whom my lot is cast, 


{ Jory, 
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Account o 


hive qu ietly in some corner, for I 
* have “utterly despaired of making 
any impression on these brazen 
foreheads and iron necks of im- 
piety. 

«¢ Bat behold, tn this state of 
mind, lam told that even in these 
days, there 1s in secret a remnant of 


the people ot {, vd. Nay, [ am not 


ouly told So, but I rejwice to see a 
proof of it. Here is a new nublica- 
tion by Wesselus of Groningen, a 
man of an admirable senius, and of 
an uncom monly enlarged mind. It 


is very plain he was taught of God, 
as Isaiah prophesied that Christians 
should be: and as in my own case, 
so with him, it cannot be supposed 
that he received his doctrines trom 
men. If I had read his works be- 
fore, my enemies might have sup- 
posed that I had learnt every hing 
from Wesselus, such a pertect co: 

cidence there is in our selutneisé 
As to mvself, I not 
ple: isure, but t strength and courage 
trom this pr iblication. It ts 
impossible tor me to dout yt whnetner 
Jam right in the points which I 
have inculcated, when I see so 
entire an agreement in iment, 
and almost the same words used by 
this eminent person, who lived ina 
different age, in a distant 


~ ley forse 
Ooniy Ge} ire 


sent 


t Ou nti Vs 


and in circumstances very unlike 
my own. I| am surprised that this 


excellent Christian writer 
so little known. The reason may 
be, either that he lived without 
blood and contention (for t his is the 
poly thing in which he differs from 
me); or perhaps the Jews of our 


times have suppress o his writings 
as heretical. 


«“«T recommend 


should be 


it therefore to 


the pious reader, to peruse this 
hook with care and consideration. 
The writer peculiarly excels in 


judgment; and moreover he is ad- 
mirably calculated to improve the 
judgeme nt ot his Lastly, 
those who are displeased with my 
asperity, will meet with nothing of 
that sort, in otlend 
tem.’ 


re ade r. 


\\ esselus, Lo 


‘ \ complete edition of the works 


f John de Wesalia and John Wesselus, from Milner. 
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of Wesselus was published in 1614, 
with a short account of his life, by 
Albert Hardenberg. The book is in 
quarto, and contains above nine 
hundred pages, and is extremely 
scarce. 
«It is 


; a > ‘ cr 
Writ us 


only a small part of his 
to which Luther’s address 
but the 
important. For 
!. On the kind providence 
of God. 2. On the causes, the 
mysteries, and the etiects of our 
Lord’s in and sufferings. 
3. On the nature of ecclesiastical 
power; and the degree of that ob- 
ligation which men are under to 
obey the rules of the church. 4. On 
the sacrament of repentance, and 
the keys of the church. 5. On the 
true communion of saints. 6. On 
a, and on indulgences. 

‘ If the treatises of Wesselus had 
fallen in the way ct the author of 
this history, is persuaded 


to the reader is pre tixed: 
1 > 


SUDIECtS are 


very 


€Xamipte: 


arnation, 


the editor 
he would have been both delichted 
and surprised to find that so much 
Christian light and wisdom existed 


in the middie of the tifteenth cen- 


tury: and would probably have 
given much larger extracts from 


this eminent divine, than can now 
be COUVe 
fourth ve 
wr itings 


eutiv introduced into tie 

It is true that his 
onsiderably tarnished 
with popts nerrors and S| UPerstitions 5 
but still the wonder is, that of these 
not many more 
In general, he 
to have seen quite as far as 
about years 1518 
vrard to purgatory, 


yume, 


are ct 


ylemishes there are 
and much 
appears 
Luther 
and 1519. In re 


creater. 


Saw, the 


His Hotion seems to have hee nN, that 
it was a place of puritication, but 


not of punishment. 

‘TT know not whether Luther ever 
saw the more elaborate writ 
this truly man. ‘They are ex- 
tremely practical, and very sound. 

“1. ‘There are eleven chapters, 


1nags ot 


oreat 


taking up 15+ pages, on the nature 
and management of prayer. Here 
the writer follows the order of the 


the Lords praver, and 
ith asimpleity and 


coprousness ef language, and an or}. 


Ciauses If 
explains them w 








42 Ace 
ginality of thought, that has rarely 
been exceeded in any age, 

«oO, The second 
is somewhat lonver, is rave 
ful throughout. The author 
Rules for Meditation, Ol 
for fixing the mind in 
plations, and for 
gular thoughts, 
Mary and “Martha, he takes ocea- 
sion, in the first part, to make a 
comparison between busy and qnict 
scenes, between an active and a con- 
templative life. The rules laid dewn 
in the rest of this performance, 
though they savour a little of the 
taste of the times, in being formal 
and artificial, display nevertheless 
both great powers of intellect and 
an extensive erudition, Livery line 
breathes a spirit of piety and devyo- 
tion. But the de; ath of the writer’s 
religious sheuntita and the warmth 
of his spiritual affections ave most 
evident in the examples, which he 
subjoins, with a view to illustrate 
his rules for meditation: and these 
he takes good care to support by 
appropriate quotations from Scrip- 
ture. 

‘3. But the work of Wesselus, 
which is most solid and important, 
and which seems to have calied forth 
the greatest exercises both of his 
head and his heart, is, an ins uiry 
Into the reasons of the humiliation 
of Christ in his incarnation and bit- 
ter pains.—This subject is brietly 
touched upon in the aforementioned 


treatise, which 
and lls 
calls it, 
Directions 
its Contem- 


restraining ire- 


small miscellaneous publication of 


1522; but inthe edition of 1614 it 
is aeain handled with uncommon 
ability, and to the comprehensive 
extent of twenty chanters on the 
incarnation, and fourscore chapters 
on the greatness and the severity of 
our Lord’s sufferiues. 

« Jt is not possible to communi- 
cate a clear idea of the «author's 
manner of treating these mys! 
and tundamental pomts of religion, 
Without transeribing a 


eCriOus 


lavree part of 
Sufhice it to say, 
that he is in general so perfectly 
orthodox, and 


his Compositions. 


has so clear an in- 
sight yato the essential doctrines of 


ount of John de Wesulia and John Wesselus, 


Irom the case of 


from Milner. { Jury, 


, that it would not be 
easy to point out any material dif- 
ference betwecn Wesselus and the 
church of England, 
of the 


Christianity 


In most articles 
quence The 
fall of man, repentance towards 
God and faith cre our Lord Je- 
sus Christ, ju 


ereatest Conse 


stification by 
and sanctificat 
the revealed truthis, 
stantly before 


faith only, 
ion by the Spirit, are 
which are con- 
his eves. And it may 
remarkable, that 
i have understood pertectly 
a | i 
how to reconcile the 


between St. 


seem not a little 
he shoul 
apparent Cone 
Paul and St. 
James, in the matter of justification. 
«There 1s not,” says he, ‘ the 
smallest disagreement between these 
apostles. ‘They concur in one com- 
mon sentiment, ‘Phat the just shall 
live by a faith which worketh by 
love. Is it not by works thi . our 
natural body is proved to be alive? 
If there be no signs of pulse, no re- 
spiration, no warmth about the 
precordia, in short, if there be no 
vital actions whatever, do we not 
pronounce the body to be dead? 
These actions are the proper proof 
that it is alive; yet they are not the 
cause of its life. The soul, which 
the source of these actions, is the 
fe: further, the more in 
number, vigour, eed er 
these 


tradictions 


is 
cause of |i 
-celience 
actions are, the more tho- 
roughiy we say that body ts alive. 
So in spiritual things. The love of 
Christ is the noblest and most ex- 
cellentot th 
and, in this ovr mortal co Urse, it 1s 
the strongest proof of life inthe soul 

Moreover, love 
even though the person 


+ 


. , , = . 
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ot th e Christian i}. 
may exist 
Sits still; does nothing; meddles not 
with external n Martha 
did ; but sees and tastes how sweet 
the ‘heed? s is, as Mary saw and 
tasted when she obtained the part 
that was not to be 


latters, as 


taken trom. her, 
But mark, there must be a principle 
of love, otherwise the actions of the 
lover will not be arth 
is that principle; and heuce it ts 


accep} ead, 


thrat daith os accepted on acceunt of 


Now, where 
operauion oi 


its producti e nature. 


there is no this sort, 
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abstruse, 
which he makes use of on this oc- 
casion.” 

«To some persons it may seem 


St. James pronounces the faith to be 
dead: and St. Paul in no wise op- 
poses that sentiment, wien he says 
that a man is justified by the faith 
of Christ without works. However, 
this is uot to be understood as though 
the faith of atrue believer produced 
the righteousness of an angel; no: 
the man ts justified for this reason, 
because it has pleased God to be- 
stow on the believer a righteousness 
superior to that of an angel, name lv, 
the satisfaction of Cirist, the great 
Hich Priest. Hence also, no relt- 
gious exercise contribuies more to a 
true justification, than frequent me- 
ditation on our Lord’s passion, with 
a commemoration of the same. It 
is an exercise of faith, in which the 
believer’s object is to become par- 
taker of the benefits of Christ’s sa- 
crifice; and in that spirit, he con- 
fesses his sins, longs tor deliverance, 
wishes, waits, sits at the feet of Je 
sus, and, like Mary, chooses the 
better part: sucha faith, the more 
vigorous it is in believing, comme- 
morating, tasting, hungering and 
thirsting - and the more ardent it Is 
in producing spiritual breathings 

and desires, the more completely 
will it apply to the conscience the 
blood of the High Priest, and thereby 
justify the sinner.—And here, may 
we not be allowed to ask, whether 
the man who thus believes, desires, 
wishes, and prays, can properly be 
said to produce no works ?’ 

«« But we must not dissemble that 
sometimes, among very fine and 
beautiful sentiments, the exuberant 
imagination of this venerable divine 
leads him to advance positions, 
which, if not absolutely contrary to 
Scripture, are neither warranted by 
it, nor capable of being proved by 
reason. An instance of this sort 
may be found, | think, in his se- 
Venth chapter, on tue 
the incarnation of ovr Lord. He 
there maintains, that the Word, the 
secoud person of the Trimity, would 


have takea upon bim our nature, 
even though mana had not agin 
Bat it will be unnecessary to take 


vp the reader’s time with ihe subtle, 
No. 105, 


Cinisr. Opsery 


reasons of 
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inconclusive arguments, 


extraordinary, that a man, whose 
lite was so uniformly and so emi- 
nently christian, should have been 
harassed in his last illness with 
doubts concerning the truth of re- 
vealed religion. The friend to whom 
he owned the uneasiness and px r- 
plexity y of his mind, was prodi 
cusly surpri Ise d, aad exhorted Wes 
selus to direct all his thoughts to 
Christ the only Saviour. ‘This ad- 
monition did not seem to please him 
at the moment; and his-friend re- 
tired, deeply atilicted. A short time 
atter, the same triend returned, and 
Wesselus, with all the joy and 
tistaction that could be expressed 
by one in bis weak conditipn) cried 
out, “ God be praised ! all those vain 
deubtings are fled; and now all [ 
know, 1s Jesus Chris t and him cru- 
cified.”—-He then resigned his soul 
to God. 

“Two reasons may be given, 
why Wesselus was not crushed “’ 
that storm of persecution which 1 
the vear 1479 broke out upon his 
friend and contemporary John de 
™ a 

David of Burgundy, then 
sities of Utrecht, is said to have 
loved and protected hin. 

. His reputation both for learn- 
ing and piety was at a great height. 

“ Pope Sixtas LY. ‘immediately 
after his inauguration at Rome, told 
Wesselus that he world grant hum 
any request he should make. Wes- 
selus answered thus: Holy father 
and kind patron, I shall not press 
hard upon your holiness. You well 
know | never aimed at great things. 
But as you now sustain the character 
of the supreme ponuffand shepherd 


rv! 
~ 
Q 


S‘t- 


on earth, my request is, that you 
would so discharg e the cuties oi 
your elevated station, that your 


praise may correspot nd with your 
dignity, and that whena the Great 
Shepherd shall appear, whose first 
minister you are, he may say, Welt 
de ne, oy: and faithivl servant, ene 
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ter into the joy of thy Lord: and 
moreover, that you may be able to 
say boldly, Lord, thou gavest me 
five talents, behold I have gained 
tive other talents. 

“The pope replied, That must be 
my care; But do you ask something 
for yourself. Then, rejoined Wes- 
selus, I beg you to give me out of 
the Vatican library a Greek and a 
Hebrew Bible. You shall have 
them, said Sixtus: But, foolish man, 
why don’t you ask for a bishopric, 
or something of that sort? For the 
best of reasons, said Wesselus, be- 
cause I do not want such things. 

« The pious student cannot fail to 
be interested in this account of a 
very eminent Christian, so very litthe 
known.” 


~—$— 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


Amone the MSS. brought by the Rev. 
Dr. Bachanan from ladia are two MS. 
copies of the New Testament in He- 


brew: one containing the whole of 


the New Testament, excepting the 
Revelation of St. John; another 
having the Acts of the Apostles, the 
Epistle to the Romans, Corinthians, 
Galatians, and Ephesians, in large 
quarto. This last has the book 
wanting in the former; so that the 
entire text of the New Testament in 
Hebrew is furnished by this oriental 
collection. It is a circumstance 
which will no doubt promote the 
views and interests of the societies 
formed for spreading the knowledge 
of Christianity among the Jews, that 
at the very time when such great 
and laudable exertions are making 
towards the conversion of this peo- 
ple, the means and instruments of 
advancing the work should be daily 
coming forward, as if moved by the 
secret hand of Providence to concur 
in bringing into the fold of the 
Cc hristian church the long-lost sheep 
of the house of Isruel ! 

The want of an accurate Hebrew 
translation of the New Testament 
has been hitherto much deplored, 
not only in England, but in other 
countries of Christendom where at- 


Manuscript Copies of the New Testament in Hebrew. 


[Jury 
tempts to convert the Jews have at 
different times been made. It is 
taken for granted, therefore, that 
such a work, whenever it shall be 
effected, will be regarded as a most 
essential preparatory measure. The 
Romish church never put the New 
Testament into the hands of their 
proselytes in the sacred tongue ; and 
their attempts in regard of the Jews 
were, perhaps on this account, with- 
out success, not only in Europe, but 
in Asia. 

There are already extant in print 
sofhe Hebrew translations of the 
whole and of parts of the New Testa- 
ment; but they are much too incor- 
rect and imperfect to convey to the 
Jews an accurate knowledge of the 
Christian Seriptures. It is therefore 
important that we should avail our- 
selves of every new resource, where- 
by we may be enabled to produce a 
translation more just and acceptable. 

The manuscripts mentioned above, 
as forming a part of the Buchanan 
collection, were obtained from the 

slack Jews, and were found depo- 
sited in the chest of one of their 
synagogues at Cochin: that con- 
taining all the books except one of 
the New Jestament, is written in 
the Jerusalem hand, and a transcript 
of it is now making from the original 
into the square or sacred character, 
at Dr. Buehanan’s expense. ‘The 
text has already been sufficiently 
examined to ascertain that it is an 
oriental translation, wholly indepen- 
dent of, and distinct from, those 
Hebrew versions which are known 
in Kurope. It has numerous Sy- 
raisms, which declare that the trans- 
lator had at least some assistance 
trom tbe Syriac text, and some 
Rabbinical words and constructions ; 
which shew how very arduous a 
work it is to prodace an exact 
Hebrew translation. ‘The dialect of 
the Old ‘Testament, the Syriac text 
of the New ‘Testament, and the 


Rabbinical language, appear to have 
rendered their combined assistance 
‘The chapters and 
the Ku- 
quotations 


on this occasion. 
verses are numbered alter 
ropean manner, The 
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ascertain. This manuscript has 
some peculiar readings; and, what- 
ever their authority may be, they 
at least shew in what manner the 
}iastern Jews have understood par- 
ticular texts of Scripture. 

I am, Sir, yours respectfully, 


4é ¥. 
Cainbridge, July 1, 1840. 


EE 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


Apmittine, as I most readily do, 
the arguments adduced by your cor- 
respondents S. H. and W. H., against 
the custom of saying “ Not at home,” 
though actually at home; permit 
me to call your attention to a 
grievance, which has in part pro- 
duced the evil complained of, and 
which certainly demands both con- 


_ sideration and redress. 


There are too many persons, who, 
freed from the obligation of labour- 
jng for their daily bread, make no 
other use of their leisure but to con- 
sume that of others. Perfectly in- 
sensible to the value of the com- 
modity, of which they so wantonly 
deprive their neighbours, they go 
from house to house, and plunder 
every body, whom they find gt home, 
ef what maay value more than they 
slo their money. Now, sir, I beg to 
dnquire, what are the bars and bolts 
we may oppose against such thieves? 
Js there no method of civilly giving 
them to understand, that we are 
desirous of making some use of the 
few hours which the necessary en- 
gagements of life leave us to call 
our own? Or must we hire a lodging, 
if we wish to have a morning to 
ourselves; and quit our more con- 
venient dwelling, because otherwise 
we must be at home to every visitor ? 

I assure you, sir, this is a matter 
of real importance; and I have long 
wondered that the more considerate 
part of socicty haye not adopted 
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rom the Old Testament do not li- 
terally follow the Hebrew; but are 
translations from the Greek, the 
Syriac, or whatever other copy this 
version was made from ;—a point 
which at present it is difficult to 


some regulation which would at once 
protect ‘the interests of truth and of 
time. We have, as a nation, been 
too prone to adopt foreign fashions ;— 
in the present instance, however, 
there is one which might perhaps be 
adopted with advantage. On the 
continent, morning visits are never 
made, because their mornings are 
necessarily short, as they dine early ; : 
but this leaves the afternoons open 
to that kind of short visits which 
we make in the forenoon. Many 
years ago | resided for some time in 
the neighbourhood of France. Our 
scrvant after dinner regularly made 
this inquiry, “ Les dames, sont-elles 
visibles aujourd'hui?” meaning, did 
we choose to see company ? Accord- 
ing to our reply he gave the answer 
to every comer, who perfectly under- 
stood by “ Aladame n’est pas visible,” 

that we chose to be alone: and was 
La servant, I should make no scruple, 
if ordered to eay my master or 
mistress was not at home when they 
really were so, to alter the phrase, 
and say, they did noé see company 
that day; which might satisfy any 
one who had no real business; and 
those who have, ought to be admitted. 
I knew a servant who told his master 
he could not tell his visitors he was 
out when he was at home. His 
master, who valued him, knowing 
he acted upon principle, replied, 
“Say what you will, only keep 
people out when I do not wish to 
let them in.” He did so, and suc. 
ceeded in pleasing his master and 
affronting nobody. 

I hope, sir, my remonstrance will 
not lie on the table of your numerous 
correspondents, unnoticed and unan- 
swered. Butit will not be sufficient 
to talk, or even to write, about it, 
unless some efficient measures are 
entered into by persons of some in- 
fluence, who will ugite to give the 
tone to others. It ought to be con- 
sidered, that those who really feel 
the force of the arguments used by 
your gorrespondents against the 
pract tife ot falsely saying they are 
not at home, are the very persons 


who secretly sigh gover the hours 
2. % 
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wasted by an indiscriminate ad- 
mission. Is there, then, no alter- 
native between the guilt of mis- 
spending time, and that of telli ng 
ai untruth, which, though in many 
cases it 18S more verbal than real, 
yet, J allow, js not the proper 
method of securing either the repose 
of leisure or the improvement of time? 
I ain, Sir, yours, &e. 

SO?HRONIA. 

eune 20, 1810. 


a —— - 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


dust Christian Observer being, | 
apprehend, not unfavourabie to can- 
did discussion, and therefore disposed 
occasionally to aliow a hearing on 
both sides of a question, no ap logy, 

J trust, js necessary for offer: mga few 
remarks, should you think them 
worthy of insertion, upon two p apers 
in your number for May res pecting 
the custom of s: aving “ Not at home.” 

In order to form an impartial judg- 
ment whether the use ot these words 
be inconsistent with trath, or have a 
iendency to generate a disregard to 
IL; not merely their literal sense, but 
that in whieh they are generally re- 
ceived, as Well as the principle on 

which their adoption is founded, must 
be adverted to. ‘This isa considcra- 
tion too obyious to have required my 
noticing, did it wot appear to be 


somewhat too hastily dismissed, 1f 


not quite overlooked, by both your 
correspondents. ‘Two ladies, let 

be supposed, are desirous of Reeth 
up theirmutual acquaintance ; neither 
of them, however, possessing the in- 
clination, possibly not time or op- 
portunity, for cultivating it further 
by frequent imterviews; their inten- 
tions, if translated into language, 
would be to this effect: —* We will 
call upon one another once or twice 
inthe vearp. 1 may very hkely be 
at home when my servant denies 
me to you: you, of Course, are at 
liberty to give the same order when 
jreiurnm your visit. We agree, then, 
neither to be surprised offended 
Whenever this may bappen; and on 
phese terms, whicu will authorize ous 
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speaking whenever we meet, at the 
houses of mutual acquaintance or 
any where else, we will, if you 
ple: ise, CONLINUE JUST as good friends 

as we are at present.” Jat an 
understanding, a previous contrac, 
if it may be so termed, of this kind, 
does subsist, not only between the 
comparatively few of both sexe 

who form whats called the fashion- 
able worid, but between the majority 
of those whose visits are not con- 
ined to their own immediate con- 
nexions—all, m short, who are in the 
habit of exchanging morning visits 

tn London—will not, Ithink, be denied 
by any who are at all conversant 
with iis manners. There may, in- 
deed, be more or less formality, a 
greater or less proportion of denials 
may occur, in the performance of 
rong acts of civility, according to 
the rank of life or extent of “ac- 
qosintance possessed by the re- 
spective parties: but the principle 
appears the same, though there may 
be some variation in the practice. 
Now if this be admitted as a fair 
statement ot the case, the objection 
urged against the phrase in question, 
on account of its deceit, must, at least 
in the degree in which that state- 
ment is approved, lose its weight ; 
tor those words cannot be called 
deceitful by which, generally speak- 
ing, no one is deceived ; and which, 
though hable to be salacunstvecd by 
a stranger, are perfectly understood 
by those most conversant with their 
use. One of your correspondents 
seems willing to rest the question 
upon this issue; would a lady, he 
asks, like to stand at her window 
while her servant denies her? He 
allows, that if she could with sin- 
cerity answer in the athrmative, 
then “ not at home” are indeed words 
of course, and therefore unobjection- 
able. Now I belteve that most ladies 
(L inay venture to aflirm that I know 
some} would be able without  pre- 
varication to answer thus 3 * 1 would 
not certainly stand at my window, 

looking fall ino my 
Mrs. A's face, while my 


centres hie, by ‘CAUS she by 


acquarntane e, 
servant 


. | ny tgs 
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aware that I saw her, would con- 


sider this denial, instead of being 
generally exclusive, be directed 
against her in particular ; - bat I 
should not have any objection to her 
knowing that I was at home. If, 
for instance, | had happened, while 
her carriave was stopping at mydoor, 
to have been standing with my back 
to the window, or from any other 
circumstance had reason to believe 
e had seen me, I should not on this 
account think myseli obliged to ad- 
mit her; and the next time we met, 
it woth be without any confusion 
on my part, or otfence on hers. 
My reasou, then, fer not occupying 
s0 Conspicuous a post wo uld be prin- 
cipaliy this: not from the iear lest l 
stiould be known to be at home, but 
lest [ should appear to retuse ad- 
mitt ance in consequence ota previ yus 
inspection of my visitor.’ ‘Lo shew 
that I have not ‘aideel a very im- 
pudent or a very tashionable female 
to make this answer, I wou'd ap; veal 
to the experience of any of your 
readers, who have chanced to call 
upon a lady during the time that her 
carriage was betore her 
door, and who, therefore, had good 
reason to presume that she was not 
from home: have they, upon expe- 
riencing a denial, ivit authorized 
trom this presumption to repeat their 
inquiries, aud to persi st in requiring 
admittance f 


standing 


llave tney not, pere- 
haps, during this interval, been wit- 
nesses of the successive visits and 


denials of others at the same door? 
Now, Mr. Editor, it strikes me that 
this lady’s fearless retention of ker 
carriage under her windows, taken 
in Conjunction with this unobtrusive 
behaviour of her yisitorson such an 
occasion, is, with the limitation I 
have above proposed, much the same 
with her standing all thts time at her 
window ; it isthe same, [mean, with 
respect to any decepiion designed 
on her part, or sustained on thetrs. 
Your correspondent 5S. 1. represents 
a Cross-examimation of the servant, 
and consequently a repetition of the 
deuial by him, as a circumstance 
ing; aud thence takes 
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occasion to shew how powerfully 
such a custom must operate in ren- 
dering him callous to the distinctions 
between truth and falsehood on other 
occasions. Here [ think S. [f. 18% 
mistaken in point of fact. I believe 
such a question as this, “ But is not 
your master rea//y at home?>”’ to be 
very unusual in the — of morning 
Visiting. it may indeed be asked 
by an iatimate trend, who is in the 
habit of being always admitted, sup- 
pesings him not to de pe 
known to the servant: 
case, the denial wi 
persisted in. 


rsonally 
but in this 
ll of course not be 
lam at a loss therefore 
to couceive what description of visi- 
tors wound atiempt this forcible mode 
of entry, except those who are un- 
acquainted with the meaning of the 
common form of exclusion, or those 
who disregard it, from their pre- 
suming upon a greater degree of in- 
tumacy than they actualiy possess, 
With respect to the remaining 
classes of visitors, the sound of 
Not at home” is in general too 
sauisiactorv Lo prompt them to further 
researches atter truth; and they de- 
part well pleased to have fulfilled 
the duties of the inerning by means 
of their paper repre sentatives. 
Among those fomilics 


, Who, being 
inhabitants of tne 


. 9 s 
country, make 
oniv occasional visits to th 
polis, there are som 


sclentious pring: 
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themsecives aft the common rr rt 
, ; : 

denial. ci “OVW ail rar Cait niaop rT n 


to be adatitted. Their own stay be- 


a —_— : hiatr. a a Sn 

ing very Jimited, they do not find 
»* , s . 

any great, or overbearing, incone 


ve siekes resulting irom th 


isSpractice. 


bhe case, no means 


i tiie like 


grounds disapproving of the 


, 
nowever, 1s DY 


the same with those wio, or 


cusiom 
in question, reside there the greater 
part of the year. Such persons, 
esp ec laily if, owing to their rank 


in ite or other causes, their circle 
of acquit! intance find 
themselves necessity. of 


be exXtecnsive, 
under the 


adopting a practice somewhiat differ- 
, unwilling to be subject 
they 
yants to say they 


ent ¢ woen 
to eatviastet, direct their ser- 


are “ engaged.” 
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Now, besides that this term, from its 
singularity, must be frequently un- 
intelligible, I doubt whether, upon 
strict examination, it will be found 
to contain more truth than the com- 
mon phrase. If the latter be objected 
to because it may dismiss the visitor 
under a false impression—thinking 
that you are from home, when you 
are not—-the former also may, and 
very often must, sisheod him as to 
truth :—the lady of the house may 
chance, when the : rap is heard at her 
door, to be drawing a pattern, and 
the gentleman reading the news- 
paper; or if they be “early folks, 
they may, according to the modern 
hours of morning visiting, be both 
sitting after dinner, doing nothing. 
But it is far from my ‘utention, ibongh 
of opinion this term is net without 
its faults, to blame, or wish it abo- 
lished: on the contrary, I never hear 
it but with a desire of being better 
reconciled to its use ;—a prejudice in 
its favour, which I can attribute only 
to its being adopted by some w hom 
I have reason to believe are uni- 
formly engaged in the best pursuits, 
the service of their Maker and their 
fellow-creatures. My principal rea- 
sen for noticing it was to shew, that 
seme obstacle to admission seems ne- 
cessary ; and that to be visible to all 
comers, is a system not generally 
practicable. 

With respect to the practical ef- 
fects on the minds of servants, which 
your correspondent considers as al- 
most necessarily produced by a com- 
pliance with this custom, I much 
doubt whether they exist, at least in 
the degree which he would intimate. 
As far as I have been enabled to 
judge from my own experience, or 
by means of that of others, I have 
not found that the servants of those 
houses where it prevails have in 
general paid less recard to truth on 
other occasions, or been less actuated 
bya spirit of integrity in the dis- 
charge of duty, than these who, with 
about the same portion of religious 
justruction, have, from their resi- 
dence in the country, been always 
strangers to ats adopton. 
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Should any of your readers have 
had patience to follow me thus far, 
by some of them, I fear, these re- 
marks will be viewed with a jealous 
eye, as appearing to come from one 
who is determined at. all hazards to 
justify the practice in question; or, 
at least, is more solicitous to do so 
than to promote the interests of truth 
and Christian simplicity. I beg, 
therefore, to be heard a little further, 
when, I trust, we shall be found to 
agree better on the subject before us, 
than they may at present expect.-— 
It has hitherto been my aim to shew, 
not that the words under considera- 
tion are, in all the ways in which 
they may be used, unobjectionable ; 
but that, in the general way, they 
are not fairly chargeable with up- 
holding a system of deception, or 
with a ‘tendency to produce a spirit 
of deception in the minds of those 
most habituated to them.—I have 
intimated that they may be used in 
an unjustifiable way. They cer- 
tainly are so when intended merely 
to deceive; which is the case when 

they are persisted in. They then, 
and not till then, in my opinion, be- 
come lying words ; and I heartily 
concur with H. S. in his condemna- 
tion of them. The very repetition 
of inquiry by the visitor, I conceive 
to constitute his right to have the 
truth told him: he has, in so doing, 

virtually dissolved the “ previous 
contract” on his part, and he has a 
right to expect the same contuct on 
mine. Perhaps he never was a mem-> 
ber of it; but this rather increases 
than detracts from his claim to the 
truth. He must then be admitted, 
though I may be certain of thereby 
incurring all those protracted sufier- 
ings which an obstinate sitter has it 
in his power to inflict. ‘ Not at 
home,” therefore, while addressed 
only to those who, from not repeat- 
ing their inquiry, may be fairly pre- 
sumed not to be desirous of ascertain- 
ing the truth, or who are perfectly 
satistied to think the master or mis- 
tress of the house from home when- 
ever they choose to be so considered 
(a disposition which, as lL have @b- 
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possess), are surely words of course, 
though by uo means without their 
use in maintaining an intercourse 
with society. ‘The servant who is 
confined to this use of them, will be 
enabled to see what a compliance 
with custom allows, and what an ad- 
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served before, most moraoing visitors 
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herence to truth demands. He can 
never be exposed to that ordeal, de- 
scribed by S. H. as so painful to a 
conscientious mind; that state of 
perplexity, between the desire of 
obeying his master on earth, and the 


fear of displeasing his Master who 
is in heaven. vw. 
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An Inquiry into the secondary Causes 
which Mr.Gibbon hus assigned for 
the rapid Grow th of ¢ ‘hristianity. 
By the Hon. Sir Davip Datny- 
pie, Bart., (Lord Hailes) one of 
the Judges of the Courts of Session 

and Justiciary in Scotland. The 
second Edition. To which is pre- 
fixed a brief Memoir of the Life and 
‘Writin gs of the Author, Johnstone, 


Edinburgh ; Hatchard, &c. Lon- 
don. 1808. I2mo. pp. 3358. 
Price ts. 


Tue notices which we have al- 
ready taken of Mr. Gibbon’s attack 
apon Christianity, would render it 
unnecessary to recur to the subject, 
did we not feel a reluctance to per- 
mit so able a work as the present to 

ass without our recommendation, 
and the assistance which that recom- 
mendation may give to its circula- 
tion. Not that we think several 
other works with the same object, 
mucli less the conclusive and serious 
one of the Jate Mr. Milner, deti- 
cient: but the work of Lord Hailes 
having a character of its own, and 
his authority possessing peculiar in- 
fluence in a certain circle, we con- 
ceive it to be entitled to distinct no- 
trce and applause. Neither can we 
dissemble our satisfaction, that while 
the public will read a popular hiss 
tory, and, with it, the impieties 
wrought into and infecting its com- 
position, a concomitant demand is 
made for the antidote. 

Mr, Gibbon, in bis own Life, has 


noticed the present Inyuiry in the 
following terms: * The profession 
and rank of Sir David Dalrymple 
has given a more decent colour to 
his style. But he scrutinized each 
separate passage of the two chapters 
with the dry minuteness of a special 
pleader; and, as he was always so- 
licitous to make, he may sometimes 
have succeeded in finding a flaw.” 
This, with the necessary “and eas 
commentary by which the text of 
Mr. Gibbon is generally to be in- 
terpreted, in order to make truth of 
it, 18 no incorrect character of the 
production meant to be condemned. 
The minute diligence with which 
Lord Hailes has followed the anti- 
christian through all his positions 
and insinuations, must have been 
culiarly troublesome to Mr, Gibbon; 
and we perfectly agree with this 
gentleman, that whatever his oppo- 
nent were solicitous to make, he 
has sometzmes found a flaw. Nota 
page, hardly asentence, of the noto- 
rious chapters occurs, which does 
not bear ample testimony to the 
correctness of the historian’s admis- 
sion ; aud we must cancede to him, 
on thts occasion, the distinguished 
praise, which has been bestowed on 
Dr. Lardner, of not over-stating a 
point of evidence. Mr. Gibbon i is 


entitled to the highest credit for mo- 
deration, when he barely affirms it 
possible that his opponent may 
sometimes have found a flaw. 

Lord Hailes has this ob- 
“Let it be remarked 


In p. 212 


servation, 
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in general, chief circum- 


cy to retard, instead of accelerating 
the triumphs of Christianity over 
the passions, prejudices, and opi- 
nions of mankind.’ Our readers 
may recollect a continued argument 
on this very principle ina paper in 
our first volume, pp. GF, &e., en- 
titled, * Causes of a supposed Lx- 
inction of Christianity under Dio- 
cletian.” 

Hardly any part of the present 
work will be found more curious and 
entertaining than the detailed para- 
lel of theNntolerance of the prinm- 
tive Christians, and of Seneca in par- 


ticular, respecting the luxuries of 


life. Mr. Gibbon was perfectly in 
his element, when laying out ancl 
ridiculing the censures passed, and 
supposed to be passed, on what he 
assuined to be the innocent indul- 


gences of life, by the Ciiristians of 


the tirst ages. And Lord Hailes has 
not been with less etiect in bis, 
when, not only detecting many in- 
accuracies of the zealous unbeliever, 
but pointing out the much more 
extravagant censures denounced 
against those indulgences by the 
heathen philosopher Seneca. This 
detail reaches from p,236 to p. 26-4, 
From the last we quote the author’s 
inference : 


in wstitutin 


“ My labour 
between the « xfravacant 


rthis comparison 
of Seneca 
primitive 


funcies 

and those ascribed to some of the 
writers, will have been ill bestowed, siiould 
my readers imagme that | mean to vindicate 
the 
Similar 


an. errors in 


politic 


primitive writers, by 


cut errors Th ah enmunent 


bcoathen plilosopher. 
* ee, 9 . 9 ° a 
Mir. Gibbon had tull liberty to select, from 


TT 4} 


ell the primitive writers, whatever tended to 


exoose them to ridicule; and vet, even with 
tls a} !o f the mistah es and CNY reerations ol 
¥ irl Cy rac, hie » hia $ not be Cll abl to pr okt iCe, 


from thet work » any instances of injudicious 


mui teifiing censmics on the lexuries and 


eouvesucences of life, which are not to be 


equalled, i not exceeded, puSsbonratl 

ck « amations Ol Sener aon the Ih teopate s 
“Put | 

beath: ni piulosopby that the ¢ bavi (bulk Willetts 


WilS bil the Sc fren ms «54 
Jewrut that shyt which Me 


by the 
further, it 


lu ger lawu 1h) 
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that the 
stances mentioned in the miscellany 
seem to have had a natural tenden- 


[Jevy, 


, : , ‘ ' t 
Gibbon ascribes to * piows indignation.” be 


us be consisient, and not blame the scholars. 
while we extoi the masters whom they chose 


to imitate.” 


Nothing, we are persuaded, but a 
parade of learning chiefly derived 
trom secondary sources, a Certain 
glare of style, and a real vitiousness 
of intention, operating on the ig- 
norance and licentiousness of the 
generality of readers, could give to 
the paliry argumentation (if argu- 
mentation it can be called), of Mr. 
Gibbon’s attack, any eflect, or en- 
title it to any attention. 


a 


Vifiy-txo Sermons on the Baptismat 
Covenant, the Creed, and the Ten 
Conuna ndnents, and other important 
Subjects of practical Religion, being 

Sunday in the Year. 

By Samuci Warker, A.B., late 

of Exeter College, Oxford ; Curate 

cf Traore. Corrected and vo 

by the Rev. S. Durder, M.A. 

lare-hall, Cambridge. co, : 

the wsand Leigh. 1510. 2 vols. 

Price 1s. 

We are happy to have an oppor- 

tunity of introducing these ey 

excellent sermons to the knowledge: 
of such of our readers as may vet 
be unacquainted with them ; 


one for each 


(! 
5 
*. ‘ar 


& VO. 


and Ot 
recommending them to a place it: 
every domestic library. Being thie 
republication of a work whieh hea 

been already extensively circulated, 

it will not be expected that we 
should enter into any detailed ana. 
lysis of its contents, or any minute 
criticisms of its style. Sethece 
say, that it is a teuly evangelical 
periormance ; - sound and scriptural 
in its doctrines, and eminently prac- 
tical in its tendeney; and that al- 

though the stvle be gencrally rough 
and un} polished, and sometimes even 
ieineaiile. vet the sterling, intrinsic 
merit of these sermons is— such, 
that this defect is soon forgotten in 
tiie strong personal interest which 
they exerte. ‘That supremely im- 
portant question; Am bor am I not 


it t@ 


a Christian: Am La child of God, or 
of wrath; Ain I advancing 


an hy 


my 


ase Rie 
wR ET TS year om 


- A eee & 
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towards heaven 


downward 


; or am [I on the 
read to destruction? 1s 
reiterated so ft equently and so point- 
edly; and the criteria’ by which 
this question may be decided are so 
plainly and intelligiuly indicated in 
these volumes that it is iinpossible for 
any one to read thei with attention, 
and yet remain wholly under the 
power of that self-delusion by which 
$9 many in the present day are pre- 
vented from rightly estimating their 
character in the sight of God. As 
models for pulpit-composition, we 
‘certainly cannot 
without considerable 


yet, 


DV 


recommend then, 


qualifications ; 
oy of Gomestic 


Instruction and 


thie Purposes 
individual €Xamiia- 
tion and improvement, they are in- 
valuable. We will give, as 
proof of this, what Mr. Walker has 
suid on the subject of approaching 
the table of the Lord. 


one 


i 1 ‘ om. 
opserves, “ Of Tuts 


“If thie design,” he 
Gnstitution be to seal Christ to believers as an 
ail-suiiicient Saviour, and them tu Clirist as 
Joyal servants and faitlitul disciples and be- 
dievers, one to another as tellow-mewibers 
aud be the com- 
goupivon ot saints with Christ and one anotiier, 
by a solemn institution of our Lord’s own 
‘Appointment for the purpose, it 


tellow-servants : it such 


will be 
Seasonable to ask, in view to the approaching 
@rdinance, and [ leave you to make appli- 
Cation tor the time past, 

* Ist.—Are you sincere herein? That is to 


Say, ure you truly desirous that Christ alone 


aAMsiiliciency Mm vourselt, and an all-suificiency 
. . . ‘ 
@m jim to help you in every need otf 


s.. 
s APiaa 


\ 
goul, whether respecting r 
®eiicnce of power ef cor- 


Tuption, or the force ot tempt tion, or the 


vour cult, er the 
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the law, or the 


@eceiitulness of vour own heart, or the 


Sivilance and artiice ot the devil, or the 


®ork vou have to do, or the shortness of 


your tie, of tbe ry) ch Of aeata nd 
judment ; jor anv or ai Uf tirese Times Gu 
Fou desire sincerely help trem Clrrist, viving 
gl vy l him as alo ic abie, and wiphiiy , 
to save you; aid saying witht i , 
to who should L geo LHOU Last the words 
wut etermal ittc And ] Anow and ’ x4 
that thou art the Chiist, oie Son of the 
hiving (aod, Also are 1 sdlice ii ts, it 
determine that Chiist atone strall i 
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be done away, and to have your heart taught 
the gracious tenderness of a Chirist-iike 
ailection, so that you can say, ‘ You love 
notin word and in tongue, but m deed and 
in truth,’ and trust that Christ shall own you 
by this mark to be his disciple ? 

* 3dly.—Are you conie also in faith? 
Have you cousidered attentively who hath 
spread the table, and what are the pro- 
visions which are set before you? Do you 
sec Christ under these signs ‘of bread and 
wine ; and are you come to feed your heart 
and eyes in this representation of the dying 
love of Jesus? You have weighed his own 
words, ‘This is my body which was given 
for you, and this is my blood of the New 
Testament which was shed for you, and tor 
many, for the remission of sins’ And what, 
do you verily believe, it shall be even so a3 
he hath said ? Only believe and the thing is 
done. Faith discovers a crucified Jesus in 
the representation here made of him ; faith 
makes the promise a hving word, and teeds 
on the body and blood of Christ in the 
power of the promise; faith looks to Jesus 
at the right hand of God, is assured of his 
power to fullil his engagements, and of his 
faithiulness to his promises, and draws out 
of him a feast indeed, to the establishment 
and refreshing of the soul. Are you be- 
lieving, therefore? In spite of all your mani- 
fold past iniquities, in spite of all your in- 
firmities and spiritual poverty, in spite of 
whatever trials and discouraging appearances, 
do you believe that there shall be an accom- 
plishment of the things which have been 
spoken? This is to deal with Christ as a 
taithful and powerful High-Priest, and to 
enter into the heart of his design in leaving 
be: ind him this pledve of his love, this as- 
surance of his care and protection, till he 
come. Yet, 

“ dthly.—-Are you come with reverence 2 
Amidst all the triumphs of your tatth, are 
you mindful who you are and with whom 
you are to transact? That you yourself are a 
vile sinner, coming to sit down at your 
Master's table, who is also the most high 
God? The thought indeed ought uot to 
territy you, but it ought to awe you. Have 
you therefore been so mindful ef your sins, 
and so abased in your own eyes, that you 
could not think of drawing near but in the 
merit of your Lord, and upon his express 
invitalion and command? And, when even 
thus you are emboldened to approach, are 
you impressed with a deep scuse of your 
vileness, of your unworthiness of so high an 
henour, and covered with shame while you 
are admitted to so near an approach? Be- 
lieve it, my friends, the highest archangels 
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rejoice to minister under him with whom you 
ure about to feast. You must needs then be 
humble when you come near to bis Majesty ; 
you must needs admire and adore, and be 
full of lowly reverence of his presence, while 
he thus condescends to us siful dust and 
ashes, 

“ The thoughts I have now suggested to 
you may well add to your godly fear and 
reverence ; while you cannot but have re- 
flected hew far short you have come in alt 
these things, or at Jeast in fulfilling your 
sacramental engagements on former occa- 
sions. Who can say, with all this sincerity, 
and diligence, and faith, and reverence, lL 
have always attended on the Lord at his 
table? Let the thought of former miscar- 
riages stilt more humble and abase you; let 
it also increase your fear and watchifulness. 
And O that others, who have neglected or 
profaned this high and holy ordinance, may 
be seasonably brought to a sense of their 
guiit with regard to this important brancl 
et Christian worship!” Vol. ii. p. 51—506. 


Another extract, and we have 
done. It is taken from a sermon on 
the character of Agrippa. 


« A man may be so convineed that with- 
out holiness no man shall see the Lord, and 
that there is somewhat so excellent in the 
ways of godliness beyond thuse of sin, as te 
be seriously wishing oftentimes that he were 
holy and godly, and to be taking up resolu- 
tions many times of renouncing the world. 
When the glories of Christianity are set 
before a man, he can hardly help wishing he 
were a Christian, and determining he will be 
no longer a slave to sin: but then, though 
there seem to be something of the will in 
this, yet there isno wholeness of heart in it, 
and it is bwe a sudden blaze that in an 
instant goes out. When such an one comes 
to question himself closely, asd propose to 
himse a cheiee of Sod, and walking with 
him im his ways, in a rejection of all sin, 
especially the convenient pleasing bosom-sin, 
then the hypecrisy appears, he cannot con. 
scut to it, and the unsoundness of the double 
heart is wade manitest. 

“So you see a men may go a great way, 
aud yet fall short of being a Christian, 
And that he always doth, when his wil is 
not, through divine grace, upon the per- 
suasive arguments of the Gospel, steadily 
and universally determined to serve God, 
However awakened his conscience, and clear 
his light and knowledge ; whatever touches 
at joy or serrow he may have felt in his 
affections about spiritual things ; however re- 
termed, regular, and civil his outward cons 


ee EE RO 























ee PER 











g810.] Review of Burder’s Edition of Walker's Fifty-two Sermons. 


duct ; and whatsoever seemingly good desires 
he may have, and firm resolulions he may 
make; yet being deficient in the main thing, 
namely, a well and heart determined and 
fixed wpon God, he is as yet but almost 
persuaded to be a Christian, That Agrippa 
had gone the most of this length seems 
evident from the history betore us; lie had 
conscience it appears from these very words ; 
for his knowledge S:. Paul appeals to bin ; 
he was certainly much «ffected with what 
the Apostle had been representing ; he wished 
he were a Christian, he said, Thou hast 
almost persuaded me to be one; but there it 
stopped. The Gospel argument pleaded 
strongly, and there was an evident motion 
upon the heart; but he repressed the one 
and the other, and remained an almost 
Christian. 

«Aud has not this been the case of others 
as well as Agrippa? Say, my friends, have 
none of you under the ministry of the word 
found your consciences greatly alarmed, the 
Jiyht of the Gospel breaking in upon you, 
your affections warm, your wishes earnest, 
your resolutions running high; in a word, 
almost persuaded to be Christians; and yet 
but almost persuaded ; alas! to this day not 
prevailed upon to forsake all and follow 
Christ? What a pity, you say, that one so 
near the kingdom of God as Agrippa should 
stop short! What a pity, say I, this should 
be your case! and yet it is, many of you 
know it is. Ab, that it were otherwise! 
would to God that all that hear me this day 
were both almust and altogether such as was 
the Apostle ! 

« But, You will say, what made 
Agrippa stop, when he was so very near 
being a Christian? Alas, sirs! the very 
same things that have hindered you, the 
love of the world, and of the things of it 
Conscience pleaded hard for his owning 
Christ; but he was a great man, his interest, 
honour, ease, and reputation, pleaded harder. 
die saw betore his eyes what his owning 
Christ must bring him to; he knew the 
Apostie’s only crime was heartily embracing 
Christianity, and should he run himself into 
a like wretched condition with this crimimal 
by embracing it? He had no heart to this, 
he will be no Christian on these terms ; con- 
science must yield, for he will not lose his 
honour, character, and worldly ease. So he 
smooths over the matter, pays St. Paul a 
compliment, agrees that he had done nothing 
worthy of death, or even of bonds; yet, te 
save himself from the suspicion ef being 2 
tavourer of Christianity, Goes not diop 4 
word of his being set at liberty (though that 
was entirely in the gevernor’s power, end 
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was but justice to au innocent man); and, to 
keep fair with the Jews, refers him to the 
judgment of Cesar. Here you see his / eart; 
he was a time-server, a man of the wo: d, 
who at bottom had not the least heart 
toward God, but would make conscience 
truckle to convenience. Could he be more 
than almost persuaded to be a Christian, 
while he was under this worldly bies? Had 
he given way to the convictions of his own 
mind and the secret workings of divine 
grace—instead of quenching, bad he clused 
in with them, and at once made an honest 
profession of the truth ot Christianity, as he 
then saw it, without hearkening to worldly 
considerations—he had been a Chistian 
indeed. Here you see then what stops 
many, who are brought under concern for 
their souls, and, under the hearing of the 
Gospel are secretly moved to close in with 
it, from receiving it: they will not, they 
cannot, endure to think of parting with their 
worldly reputation, interest, or ease ; they 
will not buy Christ so dear; they dismiss 
conscience for the time with a promise that 
when they have a more convenient season 
they will call for it again. 

« Tet this therefore be noted as a most 
certain yet tremendous truth, that all, who 
in the manner described have been almost 
persuaded to be Christians, and never 
wrouglit upon to be really so, have been 
hindered by the love of sin, by some worldly 
lust which they would not part with, or some 
carnal indulgence which they were deter- 
mined to gratify. * Ye will not come to me, 
that ye might have lite,’ says our Lord to 
the Pharisees, -Why would they not? 
What! because they wanted means of con. 
viction that he was the Christ? No, but 
becanse they would not; for, if they did, 
they must give up their worldly bonour, 
interest, ease, and reputation, It is the 
same case with many of you, my dear 
friends; you will not come to Christ. It is 
not through want of conviction that there is 
salvation in none other, but because, if you 
do, you shall be Jaughed at, reproached, 
have your names cast out, perhaps suffer a 
little In your interests, or be torced to deny 
yourselves a course of life you have been 
jong accustomed to. For these reasons you 
many a time hitherto resisted the 
Gospel-otier, when it has been brought home 
to your cars and your cousciences ; and tor 
the seme auiserable reasons T tear you will 
still persist in the same unhappy conduet, 
You see you cannot be Christiins indeed 
unless you give up your hearts io God upon 
his Gospel-invitation and 
‘This you have not yet done, 
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have 


secret potion. 


Will you do it 
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now? Or will vou not come to Chiuist for 


life With ve ur eycs Op Ih, will you despt 


rately stand out still, and preter the world 
(a mere nothing!) to the living God? How 
qn , | ‘ ’ ; 

HeNVCUSADIGC Must you tuen he Wk Vour owl 
Consenr nees | or brea will YOu ahswei it to 
mother world ? £ would glace ly 
vith you to go one step further than 


shaper, and, ia that view, to ta 5 t seriously 


thing but de- 
ist, and whether there be 


not ibeniteiy more than we e it desir 


ur souls in 3 


. ! 
prevall 


io hear whether there be am 


Sp Mr © 


' in 
hiin. Consult your Bibles; see if any man 
heaven but in the way of re 
nouncing the ck vil, the world, an 
and, if not, meke this day one vigor 
fort for liberty and elors 
: 7 

“The only further use T would make ¢ 
this subject is, that, since the vei 
Christianity consisis inh 


"4 


giving A the heart to 


God in a steady and universal choice of 


bitin 

=e ei ' d ‘ 
and ms ways, and seeing aiso there are so 
Many ways wherein we liga stop OFT Ol 


’ if el ayer: 4 : +} had 
this cH-aenying deternunmaton, ict me e€x- 


“se a ree ie ’ - 1) oe 

press WMV Wisil tinal We WAV abl Cale 1biN to NXale- 
mine Ourseives whether we i mht sine 
€creiv tort: iw e not, that we mey dil 


cre nitlhy seek it; and if we are A that we may 
dilizently injprove it: and that allot us may 
go bevond this Agi ypa, and be not only 


alinast, but 


. 
a y 


POOLE EK, ( LITIsib ads, Vo} 
7% ‘es 
)- IIB—4A05, 


} 
* ite 


Prefixed to the sermonsis alife of 
their excellent author. 


tie Was i Ori) 
at Exeter, 


on the 16th December 
1714, and was the voungest of seven 
children. tle was the grandson of 
Sir Thomas Waiker, who represent- 
ed the city of xeter in many sue- 
cessive parliaments during the reigns 
of Charles the Furst and Sceond, and 
whose 
the Rev. S. Hall, 
the venerable B ishop lalis oa 
late to whom he was 


bonds more 


pre- 
related by 
bingiuge than those of 
COUSUIQUENTY, 

Mi. Walker, ateight years ol age, 
was put to the Grammar school in 
Exeter; and at elahteen was sent to 
Exeter College, Oxtord. In 1737 
he took the degree 
Arts; and in the same year was or- 
daimed to the CuUracy of {dodescomb- 
Leib, near Ixeter, where he 
contumed to otherate till 


France with a youne 


lady was the only daughter of 
youn vest son ot 


ot bachelor of 


: August 
1755, when he made the tour ot 
brother of 


-two Sermons. 


(Jury, 
Ou bis return to Ing- 
1740, he became curate of 
Lanlivery, in Cornwall; and his ¥icar 
dying soon after, he was presented 
to the living. which he held till 
1746, when he resigned it to an- 
other person, who then came of age, 
and entered on the curacy of Truro. 

While Mr. Walker lived at Lan- 
livery he was much esteeme d for the 


dece CY and regularity of his con- 
duct. 


Lord Rolle. 


land, in 


He was cdilis rent, from a sense 
of duty, in preaching and catechis- 
ing: nor did he neglect, at ay sea- 
son, to visit his parishioners, and give 
then his best advice. Such was 
even his concern for their eternal 
welfare, that in 1744, when labour- 
ing under a fever, he dictated a let- 
ter, which, in case of his death, 
might be put into the hands ot such 
of his parishioners as neither his 
preaching nor his private admoii- 
tions had produced any etlect upon, 
[lad religion, therefore, required 
nothing more than external decency 
of manners, and the regular dis- 
charge of the common duties of re- 
lative or official life, Mr. Walker 
would have had little occasion either 
to alier his principles or to new-mo- 
del his conduct. To consider, how- 
ever, regularity in the observances 
of religious worship, abstinence trom 
gross injustice and scandalous vice, 
and a rcadiness to do kind and bene- 
volent actions, as constituting a 
claim to the Christian character, is to 
substitute the form of godliness for 
its power. Sach a religion as this 
may, appea ‘fair m= the 
men, and may serve to stitle the ac- 
cusations of conscience ; but it will 
prove unavailing to any saving pur- 
pose. ‘Phe true Christian, indeed, 
will be no less careful to adorn his 
profession by the exact pertormance 
of every external obligation; bathe 
vill go tarther. Ee will look to the 
state of his heart and affections, and 
examime the principles which ac- 
tuate his conduct. He will feel an 
habitaal and earnest desire to be 
conformed, in the mward trame oi 
lis mind, to the image of hisSaviour, 


Ile will) be 


intent on 


morufying 


eyes ot 





q 
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every corrupt propensity, both of 
the flesh and of the mind. He will 
renounce his own will, in every in- 
stance where it Opposes the wil of 
God. He will be zealous and un- 
wearied in the service of and 
man, and in advancing the interests 
of the Redeemer’s spiritual king- 
dem; and he will be meek and 
patient under all the injuries he may 
be called to bear tor 
sake. The aim, the s aim of 
the Christian, to which every other 
is subordinate, is, to please God and 
to promote his glory. Bat tins ts « 
principle which will carry a man 
far beyond mere external obser- 
vances; and which Is _ wholly 

IRC ynpatibie with a worlkdiy 
It is one thing, theretore, to p re 
a good work because it is decent 
and becomins our station, or because 
It is necessary to the maintenan 
our character, or ithe promot 
interests : itis another to periorm the 
same work trom a paramount regard 
to the will and to the glory of Good. 
The man who proposes no other end 
to himself but what ts 
nevertheless counterfeit 


piety 


(;00 


conscience’ 


ingle 


mi } q 


e Of 


. 7or a 
iy ol oul 


sec ltish, 


may 


and charity. It is only the 


Christian; the man thatis * born of 


the Spirit; 
real love to God, artsing trom a sense 
of his having first loved and 
deemed us, aims to piease and to 
clorify God in the whole tenor of his 
life and conversation. “ Ja Christ 
Jesus, neither circumcision avanetn 
any = nor uncircumcis ns buta 
new creature.’ And wu 
image "of God, lost by the fail of our 
tirst parents, be restored, by an en- 
tire renovation wrought tu the spirit 
ef our minds, whatever be 
ward conduct, we are 
trespasses and sins. 
‘These observations 


less Lue 


OUt- 


our 


still dead ia 


will serve to 


explain the nature of those new 
Views On the subject Of Feligion, 
which Mr. Walker was led to em- 
brace soon alter his removal to 


‘Traro. Converstng 
friends on the nature 

j isuity mezand saving faith, 
fo suspect that as 


with some 
and etfects of 
he began 
vet he was a 
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stranger to it. Under this impres- 


sion he ap olied himself wrth diit 


gence and fervid praverto the study 


of the Scriptures ; and he soon dis- 
vered that hitherto he had been 
Snoral t of their true wrengee: 2 anc 
impot 5 cr ve to tue Le 


i= 


nis 


State oj and that of 
others, and governed in his act 
not by the only Christian 


LO God yn man, 


own soul 
ious, 
motives 
but by such 


of iOve 


as were whetiy seltish and worldly. 
He gained at the same time a far- 
tner ste net into tne real nature of 


man $s spir 


remedy 


er, and of the 
7 the Gospel. The 


this important subject will, 


perhaps, De better uncders stood by 
the following transcript ot what he 
i Li DDR vrote 4p Ji a 
‘“* Seeing t G r 2 di 
‘ fe¢ a rem y a tater 
we Tf needs ensi 
i _- at mon us, 
: 2 Ise O e Gospel, 
Fo art, L lew 2aNV Vears 
a e€ ig i 4 COrTu Dt nature > 
yuch | arnt to reason in a specn- 
ative and wstorical way upon man’s dege- 
Since it hath pleased God in some 
ea: } zhten t eves of my under- 
stn 2 l 3 A ’ i < a vs oO j 
ess pi 3 tc Ww e i ke 
~ “ st : decency, and in 
SOlL ; x“ TUL L Was } .' i DY 
i c KI le k DT $s, as 
a : sis to oT Che 
: BR pr z ; ot re 1 and 
a 
ine t throue ia | 
3 < ict ited 
B Sack J t S i! Cl- 
rec > Ju fT : nace e adove 
2s ir ; ¢ thouglit little of, 
directée sermons, both In writing and 
rt a ltl Sil rt swaved my 
“ til, L hope, > tew latter years 
of it: the other, a desire of pleasure, which 
rendere e Stoti indolent, and restless 
Out oO OTaD i eaze,®r atter amuseme nts, 
&c.: but this was so subordinate to the 
cher, that | was always best delighted with 


sucn entertainments as gave ine 


opportunity 


of setting ott any Exe ellence l night seem to 


have 5 such aS Wu sic and Ga! Icing. By these 
two the strong man kept the palace of my 
heart, and all was peace; and that in so 


strange a manner, that I do not recollect the 


mV being Nut 


= “* 
= 
| 


least suspicion of vf the way, 
tor I had tearm 


to rest upon my freedom 
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froin the grossest vICeS, and keeping a sort 


of strictness in attending upon the forms of 
my ministry, and especially in engaging 
others to aticnd then, 

«* Were Lto say with how many heart- 
felt pangs of fear and disqrietude I have 
been brought during these latter years to any 
reasonable measure of indifference about the 
esteem of the world, L should describe the 
passages which have most engrossed my 
mind. The love of pleasure decayed fiist ; 
but yet L could only part wih it by degrees : 
and many things of that sort kL continued in, 
when [ had vo please in them, because I 
was ashamed to leave them.’ ” 

“ «As 1 was ignorant of the salvation that 
is in Christ Jesus, and of my want of him in 
all his offices, so L had not taken the feast 
notice of the spiritual state of others, It 
was to me asa thing I had no concern with, 
that sins of the grossest kind were committed 
on every side of me. And after I was or- 
Gained, I had no sight or thought of Ure con- 
dition my parishioners were in, though I had 
some desire that they should come to church 
and sacrament, and not drink, swear, and 
the like.’ ” 

“« The corruption of man’s nature, his 
misery and helplessness : the satisiaction and 
sufficiency of Christ; the necessity of a re- 
newed mind; the need o1 the work of the 
Spirit : these 1 knew notionally, but neither 
felt nor tanght them practically. Neverthe- 
less I was thought well of, and indeed 
esteeined beyond most of my brethren for 
ny regularity, decency, endeavours to keep 
up external aticndances, and somewhat or 
other in ivy public addresses. Would to 
God I were the ouly one intrusted with the 
Gospel in these circumstances! It was at 


least a year after the hind providence of 


God brouzht me to Truro ere I fell under 
considerable suspicions or uneasiness about 
myself and iny manner of preaching; when, 
by the frequent conversation of a Christian 
triend (verily the first person | had met with 
truly possessed of the mind of Christ), 1 be- 
came sensible all was wronye within and 
without. My uneasiness was rather abiding 
than violent, possibly because my lite had 
been free of gross sins, having been used in 
a good measure to follow the direction of my 
conscience ; and the change wrought upon 
me was slow, Ull undey a variety of means | 
was brought to the knowledge of the truth 
ay it is mi Christ Jo sus.’” Vol. i. pp. xii—niii. 


The change which had taken 
place in his views necessarily led to 
a considerable alteration im the style 
of his preaching, both as it respected 





[Joury, 


the choice of his subjects and the 
manner of his address. He dealt 
with his hearers as perishing sinners, 
shewed the danger of their denend- 
ence on thew formality and self. 
righteousness, and preached salva- 
tion ouly throagh faith in the b) vod 
of Christ. Throush the poweriul 
influence of the Spirit of God, this 
scriptural method of preaching pro- 
duced a greatetlect. Much surprise 
and indiznation were excited, These 
feelings, however, were mixed with 
a secret fear that ali was not right 
with them, and with a curiosiiv to 
hear more of the matter. At length 
many came to Mr. Walker, imyuir- 
ies what the ‘y should do to be saved ; 
and their number increased so great- 
ly as to require his atmose diligence. 
He found them ignorant in the 
highest degree, and he devoted the 
evenings, after their business was 
over, to their instruction. fits la- 
bours, through the blessing of God, 
were etfectual to the conversion of 
numbers, whose conduct shewed 
their faith to be both lively and sin- 
cere. In order to preserve them 
from defection, and to promote their 
edification and growth in grace, he 
formed thein into a religious society 
for the purpose of religious reading, 
conversation, and prayer, on the 
plan laid down by the ‘Rev. Dr. 
Josiah Woodward, in his account 
of the Rise and Progress of the Re- 
ligions Societies in and about Lon- 
don, &c. 3 —a book which stands on 
the list of the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, in Bartlett’s 
Buildings, and which has lately been 
reprinted at York. The rules and 
regulations, as well as the liturgy, 
instituted by Mr. Walker, will be 
found in this account of his life * 

A society was also composed, 
through Mr. Walker’s means, of the 
neighbouring clergy, with a view to 
improve each other im Christian 
knowledge, and to fit them for bevter 
edifying their tlock, and better dis- 

charging all their ministerial duties, 

* For a further account of Mr. Walker's 
societies, see the first volume of the Christiay 
Observer. 
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A great outcry was made against 
this meeting,as metinodistical; though 
BOthing is more certain, as Mr. Wal- 
ker himself observes, than that ail 
the members were zealously attach- 


ed to the Church of England, both 
its doctrine and discipline. ‘They met 
on the first Tuesday in the month, 
at each other’s houses, in rotation, 
at ten; dined attwo; and stayed not 
later than six ;—the person at whose 
house the meeting was held, presiding, 
and regulating the order of proce ed- 
ing. Before they entered on bu- 
siness, they always offered up their 
joint prayers to God for his blessing, 
in a form, collected by Mr. Waiker 
trom the Litnrgy, the Whole Duty 
of Man, and Mr. Jenks’s Devotions. 
The toilowing queries were drawn 


up for every member to put to him- 
seit: 


“ «4. What is it that I have in view, or 
what is my mind chiefly engaged upon? Is 
it the setting forth of Gou’s glory? or, 
there some worldly meaner matier which has 
as much reom in my thouyhts as that - 


seo. 


is 


When I sit dowiui to make a sermon, 
or when I go into the pulpit to preach it, is 
my mind running on the pertorming of a 
task, or on gaining esteem by pertorming it 
well? or, am I chiefly concerned to do 
something tor God ? 

“¢ 8, Would I rather that the interest of 
Christ, whose minister | am, be advanced in 
the world, though [ should thereby 
ease and other conveniencies, than favour 
these, to the neglecting ot lis interest ? 

“« 4, Whatis my view as a member of 
his society? How may I know whether I 
an employing myselt here to the best 1 
poses, agreeably tu the design of the meet 


iorteit 


t= 


ing ? 

“ «5, Do I continually look up tor divine 
grace to accompany aha prosper my mls. 
trations? And, m this streucth, am L otten 
inquiring after the success os my ministry 
with anxiety? And, relying on Gospel pro- 
Mises for this strength, am 1 continually 
seeking it in praver, public and private 

‘“¢ 6, Am I satistied with the answer that 
my conscience makes fo these questions, as 
E could wish to be when b shall be Ising ou 
my death-bed, when every Uiought will sins 
to the bottom of my soul, and when | aa 
just to be called upon to render up my ac- 
count of this importent charge and mi- 
istry?” Volo. p. xxix. 


Mr. Walker’s conduct naturally 


drew on him much reproach and 
censure, particularily from those 
whem it had formerly been hts chief 
solicitude to please. This was a 
great trial to a man who had been 
passionately fond of the world’s 
esteem. However, in spite of every 
seliish motive, God kept hin faithful, 
and evabled him to make an open 
and unreserved profession of the 
truth, not only by traming bis own 
private Conduct according to its dic- 
tates, but by —— discharging 
the duties of his public ministry. 
Having in view the glory of God, 

and the salvation of the souls com- 
mitted to his charge; he studied not 
so much to please the ear, as to in- 
forin the understanding and amend 
the leart. The spirituality of God’s 
jaw, its eXtensive demands, its tre- 
mcnwcdous de nunciations ;—the lolly 
of jesting in the form of Cou iiness 
without the power ;—the grace of the 
Gospel, as tae plan devised by Infi- 
nite Wisdom tor the recovery of 


fallen man j;—the necessity of ree 
nouncing our own wisdom, righe 


teousness, and strength, and receive 
ing the otiered salvation ot Christ as 
the only ground of our hope ;—the 
Various offices of Christ Jesus, as an 
atonement and intercessor, a prophet 
aud a king, teacning and vuiding 
them; protecting, governing, and 
comforting his people by hisw ord and 
the influences of luis Spirit ;— pardon 
and acceprance only through the 
bleed and rijhteousness ef Christ ;— 
the uecessity of areal and universal 
change of heart and lite; of becoming 
new creatures, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works; and of ob- 
serving all the relative and social 
duties of liie:—these were the great 
themes on which he dwelt in his 
sermons, and by enforcing which he 
endeavoured to train his hearers for 
heaven ;—and tis labour in the Lord 
was notin vain. fie was much en- 
gaced also in the neglected duty 
of catechizing. In this he spent 
every Sunday ev ching from six to 
el; eht, during the spring and autumn 
quarters. ln the summer he had a 


catechetical lecture every Thursda 
evening, and in winter a lecture 
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every Sunday evening on Christ’s 
sermon on the mount. During the 
last two vears of his ministry a con- 
siderable number of young persons 
were awakened, for whose benetit 
he instituted a private lecture twice 
a week, in his own room, inthe even- 
img. But besides these public la- 
bours, by which his health was much 
impaired, his room was continually 
resorted to for private advice, except 
on the Saturdays, which he always 
reserved to himself, in order to pre- 
pare for the Sunday : and he rec- 
koned that from first to last, about 
a thousand of the inhabitants of the 
town, besides strangers, had thus re- 
sorted to him. After he became so 
much engaged, he had but little time 
jor veneral reading. ‘The Bible was 
then almost the only book he stu- 
died. From this sacred fountain le 
drew his deep and practical ac- 
quaintance with divine trath. 

The blessing which had attended 
Myr. Walker’s ministrations at ‘Truro, 
seemed to constitute a new and af- 
fecting relation between him and his 
flock ; and it became his fixed pur- 
pose that no worldly consideration 
should induce him to Jeave them, 
On this account he gave up the 
living of ‘Talland, to which he had 
been presented, and remained satis- 
fied with his euracy at ‘Truvo, al- 
though his circumstances were so 
narrow that he was obliged to live 
in rather mean lodgings.  Ilere, 
however, though his schicken and 
his fare were of the plaine st kind, 
yet, with a mind wholly intent on 
the work of his nunistry, be lived in 
contentment and peace.—A remark- 
able proof of Mr. Waiker’s zeal for 
the salvation of souls appeared in 


his exertions among a regiment of 


soldiers, who were stationed for a 
short tume at Truvo, and among 
whom be laboured imeessantly dur- 
ing their stay. 
them were excited by his means to 
an earnest Concern for their salva- 
tion, and a considerable amendment 
was produced in the external cou. 
duct ol the regiment at large. The 
explains of a bedy, 
vaited on Mr. Watker, to return 


COMMUNES, 


About a lundred of 


[ Jutye 
him thanks for the reformation 
wrought by his useful labours. 

Mr. W alker very strongly press- 
ed on those who consulted him, the 
necessity of a diligent attention to 
the duties of their secular callings, 
assuring them that the peace of 
their minds would be more etlec+ 
tually promoted by an industrious 
apphicati on to those employments, 
in _ fear of God and in obedience 

» his will, than by studying reli- 
gious books, or engaging in reli- 
rious exercises, to the neglect of 


-their proper business ; a representa- 


tion, the truth of which has been 
abundantly confirmed by experience. 

[lis preaching, and his conversa+ 
tiou, as well as his writings, were of 
a very heart-searching kind. His 
sy stem of morality was one which 
was founded on a growing discovery 
aud humbling sense of the sinfulness, 
guilt, aud impotence of our fallen 
nature, as necessary to our cordially 
receiving Jesus Christ in his media- 
torial oflices. On this knowledge of 
our fallen state, depend the right 
manner of our seeking pardon and 
acceptance with God through Christ, 
and our attaining to holiness of heart 
and life by the sanctifying opera. 
tion of the Ho! y Spirit, in conse- 
quence of our vital union with 
Christ. 

In April 1760, Mr. Walker was 
disabled by ill-beaith from perform. 
ing any farther service in the public 
congregation. A fever, which con- 
fined him fer some wee ks, was tol- 
lowed by a consumptive cough. Tle 
was invited by the Larl of Dart- 
mouth to Blackheath, to try the ef- 
fect of change of air, as well as to 
be in the way of enjoying the best 
medical advice. Here, and also at 
Bristol, where he resided some time, 
he was much visited; aud, by means 

his conversation, be was made 
greatly instrumental in promoting 
the evod of many. Le continued 
to the very Jast to give suitable ex- 
hortations to those who were about 
him. On several occasions he was 
heard to sav, that he blessed God, 


that, on the review of his life for ver 
years past, 


he was able to see evi- 
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published. I am sure they will 
stand the test of the last day.’ No- 
thing was more remarkable in him 
than the constant, even, and undis- 
turbed tranquillity he maintained, 
His soul was all submission to the 
will of God: and his concern seem- 
edto be, whether he lived or died, to 
live or die unto the Lord. He died 
at Blackheath in the month of July, 
176}. 

Mr. Walker was tall tn his person, 
and of a pleasing countenance ; and 
his general deportment was such as 
commanded respect, being grave 
and — d, He was at the same 
time remarkably alfable and cheer- 
ful in his. intercourse with others. 
In conversation he delivered his seu- 
timents with great fluency and 
clearness, and shewed great depth 
of thought. He had a quick appre- 
hension anda solid judgment; and 
was very exact and methodical in 
the arrangement ef his ideas. 
Legic had always been a favourite 
study with him, and he strongly re- 
commended the cultivation of this 
art to his young friends. He was 
particu: arly adverse to the practice, 
now we fear too common, of quoting 
scraps of scripture, as they stand by 
themsely es, and building opinions 
on them which the context Ww il not 
warrant. He advised his young 
clerical friends, in Opposition to this 
slothful and pernicious practice, to 
considereach passage with reference 
to what went betore and followed 
after, and likewise to mark atten- 
tive lv the aualegy which it bore to 
the veneral plan of salvation by 
erace, 

We have been induced to lay be- 
fore our readers the above short ab- 
stractof the life of this eminent mi- 
nister, in the hope that the perusal 
of it might not be unattended with a 
blessing to many who may not have 
ready access to the work itself. ML: ay 
the Almighty be pleased to raise up 
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dent marks of his having lived with 
a single « ‘ye to God’s glory. “ The 
nearer I advance towards eternity, 
the more | am confirmed tn the truth 
of the doctrines I have preached and 


in bis vineyard many such faithfal 


and sur cessful labourers as Mr. 
Walker ! 
ee 
Reasons for declining to become @ 
Subscriber to the British and Fo- 
reisn Bible Society, ne in @ 


Letter to a Clere man of >» Dio- 
Cese of Lon tg “* + . Ww ORDLS= 
worth, D. D. London: Rivings- 


tons. 1810. Price Is. 


A Letter to the Rev. C. Wordsworth, 


D.D. in Re} ly to his Strict ures orn 
the British and Foreign Bib ile So- 


cety. By Loxp Teteonmourg, its 
President. London: Hatchard. 
IS10. Price Is. 
A Lette Ci if Yressed £0 the Rev. Dr. 
Wordsworth, in Reply to his * Rea- 
for declining to become a Sub- 
criber to the British and Fore a7 
Bible Society.” By W. Deatrry, 
M.A. London: Hatchard. 1810. 
Price Is. 6d. 
A Letter on the Subjec 
Bible 


t of the British 
Society, ad- 
a Gaskin. 

By a Friend of the Society for 

pony © Christian Knowle dge ° 

Lo: As itc bard, Price 2s. ” 
An Lu into the Claims of the 
Britt sh and Fors en Bible Socie ty 
to the Support of Members of the 
Pes: blished Church. By the Re Ve 
J. ii. Sery. Rivingtons. Price 
ls. Gd. 4 


and Fo 


‘ ~ ‘ 


oa 


essed [0 the Rev. Dr. 


Controversies, like rivers, some- 
times disappear; but, alas! like 
rivers also, they re-appear, with 
streams more turbid than ever. We 
had watched with unteigned satisfac- 
tion the controversy respecting the 
Bible Society sink from the eye of 
the public; but when we were least 
prepared for its revival, it at onee 
bursts out, and is now again sweep- 
ing the plains of Zion with its tor- 
rent. Deeply, 
lament the revival of the 
we have 
garding the spirit in which, for the 
conducted, Indeed, 
we have vreat reason to thank God 
jor the p voice character of the days > 
in which we live. It'sno longer, as in 


KK 


however, as we 
contest, 
some consolation in re. 


piost part, it 3S 
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the age of Cromwell, the favourite 
motto of religionists, “ the praises of 
God in our mouths, and a two-edged 
sword in our hands.” ‘The lion and 
the lamb have, in some degree, 
learned to “ lie down together ;” are 
content to “ gambol in the same 
shade” of our national oaks, and to 
«feed at the same crib” of national 
prosperity and comfort. Controver- 
sies are conducted with less ardour 
than formerly ; and if polemics de- 
fend their ceuse with less learning, 
they do not so often betray it by the 
display of tempers which at once 
force us to suspect the principles, 
by the practical consequences to 
which they seem to lead. ‘Phe re- 
finement of the age happily forbids 
the employment of the coarse wea- 
pons of our ancestors’ warfare : and 
as im affairs of honour, or rather 
dishonou, the subtle and polite 
bullet has succeeded to the coarser 
cudgel; so both in single-handed 
contests, or in general crusades, for 
the peace of the Gospei, the com- 
batants slay one another with a de- 
-cency and graee to which our an- 
cestors were wholly strangers. ‘Fhe 
present controversy, on the whole, 
as we have already observed, rather 
establishes than shakes this reputa- 
tion of our own days. Would to 
God, if the controversy must be, 
that there were no violations of the 
rules ot “ blessed charity!” 
would 
ho 


\ Sut rather 
to God that men. discovered 
ground of controversy; that 
LE phraim would no more vex Judah, 
nor Judah Ephraim | As, however, 
tue question of the Bible Society is 
how agitated, we teel ourselves once 
more compelled to * buckle on our 
armour.” But as the pamphlets be- 
fore us do not, we conceive, em- 
brace the whole of what ts likely to 
be published, we design to enter but 


partially into the argument. We 
shall first give an abstract of the 


several works 5 and then, if our space 


shail suftice ‘tate and examine a 
few of the most important proposi- 
tions which are controverted by 
these writers. 


And first—not, indeed, because 
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[Jury 
we think they deserve the prece- 
dency, but because it is a desirable 
object to get rid of the business 
we least like the first; or, in the 
language of the nursery, to “ keep 
our plums till the last,”—let us hear 
what the opponents of the Bible 
Society have to say for themselves. 

Mr. Spry, the most bilous and 
eholeric by far of all the combatants, 
begins (p. 4) by instructing us in 
the eantion with which we should 
regard all new institutions, and par- 
ticularly those which propose to 
themselves religious objects. Now, 
considering that all societies previous 
to those of our own days are ob- 
viously of divine original; con- 
sidering that @ promise is: made of 
perpetuating religion, and dissemi- 
nating the Bible, by a succession of 
positive miracles; considering that 
the face of the times never change ; 
considering that the great enemy 
of the truth never employs any new 
devices for its ruin; no one can 
hesitate to believe and applaud alb 
that Mr. Spry says upon this sub- 
ject; to decide that all which is old 
is good, all that is new is bad; that 
the Roman eatholic is the only true 
church; that protestantism is a pe- 
rilous innovation; and that it be- 
comes us to repent of our apostasy 
from the good principles of transub- 
stantiation and purgatory. We re- 
commend-a passage in the Speeches: 
of Lord Chatham beginning, “ ‘The 
crime of being a young man,” &c. 
to Mr. Spry’s consideration. 

The author next proceeds (p. 6} 
to point his important caution at the 
Bible Society ; from the ascent of 
which institution, indeed, upon the 
religious horizon, our philosopher 
appears, by an easy induction, to 
have inferred this great principle 
with regard to innovation. In the 
same page, however, the author as- 
gerts. (though, as will be seen, he 
afterwards gives us some reasons te 
suspeet his sincerity on this port) 
the duty of dispersing the Serip- 
tures. Im pages 8 and 9 he teaches 
us—perhaps the only perfectly novel 
fact or doctrine in all the pamphlet 
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—that the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge, and that for 
the Propagation of “the Gospel, are, 
“‘ togetiier, competent to do most of 
what the new Society promises ;” and 


‘confidently appeals to the history of 


their transactions for proof that they 
have the zeal and knowledge re- 


quisite for the accomplishment ot 


their important designs.” As he 
does not condescend to enter into 
any proofs of this broad position, or 
to shew us how a channel already 
‘completely filed could receive ten 
times the quantity when poured into it, 
we must beg leave,.at least, to su- 
spend our assent. He then (p. 9) 
enters into an elaborate panegyric on 
these two societies; grounding it 
almost exclusively upon the cha- 
racter of retirement and modesty by 
which they are signalised—so sig- 
nalised, indeed, “ that their exist- 


ence,” he says, “ is unknown to 


many even among the members of 


the established church.” Now, there 
is very much to commend in these 
institutions. ‘There is no reasonable 
panegyrist, or true friend, whose 
praises should exceed our own. But, 
really, when that species of unob- 
trusiveness which shrouds the very 
being of the society is erected into a 
ground of applause, we must suspect 
either the judgment or the sincer ity 
of the panegy:rist. The early Chris- 
tians were an unobtrusive. body ; ; but 
did their humility drive them to so 
deep a retreat that no man knew 
where to hear their opinions or watch 
their practice? Jesus Christ was 
meek and unobtrusive ; but was he 
not also to be found in the haunts and 
circles of men? Mr. Spry himself, 
we hope, is an unobtrusive charac- 
ter; but those in want of his opini- 
ons “well know at what church to 
hear them, and in what pamphlet te 
read them. 

Unobstrusiveness may, with 
scarcely any limitation, be inculcated 
upon individuals, because humilit 
ts the duty of every individual, but 


publicity is not. But publicity t is of 


tae very essence of a society, whose 
ebject is the general good. They 
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are a “city which must be set on a 
hill” to be useful; and therefore can- 
not with impunity descend into a 

valley.—Page 10 exhibits a strong 
attack upon the Bible Society tor pub- 
lishing any Reports. Of this attack 
none can doubt the justice, who do 
not see that the praise of actions 
divided among thousands does not 


materially endanger the humility of 


any single individual; and who does 
not know how ill-satisfied the sub- 
scribers to any institution are to have 
theirmoney spert without any.know- 
ledge of its destination. In the 
4ith page the society are actually 
charged with magnifying the sum 
total of the benefits they have at- 
tempted to confer;—a charge we 
should think fatal to the honour ei- 
ther of the accuser er accused. In 
p. 12, we are taught, from the fore- 
going premises, by a complete non- 
sequitur, that the Bible Society must 
at least be suspected;—in p. 13, 
that no cordiality can posstbly exist 
amongst its members; «when the fact 
is, that it has existed ;—in p. 14, that 
experience has proved this allega- 
tion; when the fact is, that the ex- 
periment has never before been tried. 
In p. 15, by a second ron-sequitur, 
it is clearly demonstrated that the 
Bible Society is most unwarrantably 
commended. In p. 16, the probable 
minority of the members of the es- 
tablishment, and their consequent 
obligation to sanction the measures 
of the dissenting majority, are la- 
mented; when nothing i is so obvious, 
as that from this the: minority may 
at once release themselves by quit- 
ting the society. In p. 17, it is de- 
monstrated that the Bible Society is 
necessarily a dissenting soctety, be- 
cause they are stated to be so in 
some dissenting Almanack. Then it 
is allirmed (Mr. S. does not say when 
and where), that the society assumes 
the title of adissenting society, which 
assuredly the Bible Society does not. 
After this, a brisk attack is opened 
upon the society for publishing a 
Welsh edition of the Scriptures, the 
justice of which charge shall be here- 
after examied. At p. 23, the au- 
$K 2 
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thor having for awhile fought unde 
the mask of a desire t » disperse the 
Scriptures, in a paroxysm of zeal 
throws it off, and boldly maintains 
that it is questionable whether, un- 
der certain circumstances, the dis- 
tribution of the Bible is expedient ; 
and in the developement of his ar- 
guiment seems tom ‘intain, that, if it 
be possible f tor dissente rs to | urchase 
and distribute Bibles, they had bet- 
ter not be printed;—an argument 
irresistible with those who kuow 
that there are in the kingdom, ten 
dissenters to one churchman, and 
that the hands of churchmen are tied 
up from purchasing and distributing 
Bibles. Page 24 contains a pathetic 
Jamentation for the lapse of f che oid 
golden days, and the advent of this 
Iron age, * in which men are taught 
to read and yadge for themselves.” 
‘The same strain of lamentation con- 
tinue: through several pages, till 
Jast, in Janguage that must cheer 
the tallen Pope in his retreat at Sa- 
vona, our \ ceni nga pr phet com- 
plains that the good old me thod « 
‘*seekiuce wisdom at the mouthof the 
priest” (instead, we } resume, © if con- 
suluing the Bibie, and cou ipartig the 
word ot 
God), “is daily growing more and 
more into disrepute.’—-Can this be 
the language of the nineteeth cen- 
tury, and of a Protestant? When 
the mountain would not go to Ma- 
homet, we know that Mahomet we nt 
to the mountain; and if Mr. + pry "s 
parishioners will not come to him, 
let him go to his parishioners, and 
they will no longer want what Mr. 
Spry, at least, will probably account 
a faithful interpreter of the Bibles 
dispeised among them. After some 
few sentences, tending to establish 
the grand position that it is “new 
more pecessary to teach men what 
tney oucnt to do, than what they 
ought to belreve 2? a sentiment aiite 
consistent with the Known correct- 
1h@ ss ot public rotor pon matters 
ol religion, and stroncly tllustrative 


et the ‘e whosoe ver be- 


Goctrine 
heveth not etisnil he damned :”’ ary 


aiter certain otter very barmiless ob- 


t the priest with the word of 


le Sor cil. 


[ Jury, 


jections and panegyrics, the author 


closes a pamphlet which, if we are 
any thing of prophets, neither his 
friends nor his enemies will be at 
any pains to remember, 

Our sentiments have been suffict- 
ently intimated en passant, to suller 
us, Without dwelling any longer up- 
on this protestant papist, to pass on 
to the letter of a far more respect- 
abie antaconist. 

Dr. Wordsworth is domestic Chap- 


Jain to his Grace the Archbishop ot 


Canterbury; and the appomtment, 
we conceive, reflects honour on both 
the parties concerned, He has ren- 
dered material service to sacred liter- 
ature by his Letters on the 


Keclesrasucal Bio- 
craphy, is at this moment before us. 
Dr. W. bas now thought it right 
to address the public on the subjec t 
Lis pamphlet 
has the negative merit of not ap- 
pearing till a solicitation to assist 
in the formation of a subsidiary 


work Of fis, on 


of the Bible Society. 


Bible Society forced an avowal of 


his sentiments from him; and _ it 
has the positive merit of being 
written, for tie most part, in the 
spirit of mildness and urbanity. Re- 
serving at present our observations 
upen some of the principal obje c- 
tions urged by him, either singly 

or in common with Mr. Spry, we 
shall, as before, briefly notity our 


sentiments with regard to the mass of 


his letter, in making an abstract of it. 

After some general statement of 
lis sentiments with respect to the 
society, Dr. Wordsworth (p. 7) 
avow S, ith thie most explicit manner, 
bis sense of the duty of circulating 
the Seriptures both at home and 
abroad. tle next states, that had the 
society contined itself to the circuba- 
tion of the Ser motures abroad, though 
be mieht stul have discovered 
«some things unwise and offensive m 
its coustitution, it would have ob- 
tained and deserved, not perhaps a 
more extensive patronage, bat one 
inch wiser, and therefore more salu- 


t: ws V “i patronage founded fardeeper 


, 


in wisdom and piety, and an the 





ic. 


Use of 
the Detinttive Article: and a late 
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blessing of God.” To this sentence 
we have a variety of objections. It 
1s scarcely English to talk of an in- 
Btitution * founded dee p in the bless- 
yp of God.” It is mere assumption 
to say that a socicty instituted after 
his model would be so blessed. It 
1S somewhat arro gant, When Wwe re- 
gard the success of its Operations, to 
assume that the Bible Society 1s not 
blessed.—The author next pro- 
ceeds (p. 9) to state his capital ob- 
jection to this society, that “ it has 
a direct and baneful operation to in- 
terfere with, impede, and curtail the 
inestimable interests of true religion, 
by” (we suppose, for the sentence is 
of very doubtiul aspect) “ mtrench- 
Ing upon, impairing, and disparag- 
ing (p. 11) the Society for promoting 
Christian Know iedge. » We shail 
not me 3 at present to Investigate the 
truth of this allegation, or its weight 
if true, Dr. Wordsworth next ihe 
structs us, very Wise lV, In what mnie 


self constitutes a sufficient detence of 


the Bible Society, 
Scriptures “at home,’ as well as 
‘“abroad;” that “ the first and near- 
est charge and care of every Clergy- 


WD Cie ulating the 


man ; indeed, generally speaking, of 


every man, is bis own flock and iin- 
mediate neighbourhood.” But he 
thusinstructs us merely to insist upon 
the duty of supporting the Seciety 
Jor promoting Christian Knowledge, 
and opposing the Bible Society. 
Then (p. 12) comes a declaration 
(hereafter to be examined), also 
without any proot, that he who is 
induced to subscribe to the Bibie Se- 
ciety, who would otuerwise have 
subscribed to the Society tor promot- 
ne Chrisuan Kuowledge, is there- 
by seduced to embrace a less good, 
Where be might have possessed one 
infinitely greater; is tnjured in his 
Most unportant imterests; and the 
author cannot but ‘feel tor religion 
itself, and the church of God, as 
suflering in his person a lamentabie 
loss, injury, and detaleation.” Ail 
this proceeds upon 
which are hereafter, as we have said, 
to be investigated. 


assumptions, 
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Dr. Wordsworth next affirms, 
that “ it is casy to perceive ? (which 
It certainly is, when be has ¢ id 
but not before) “that a sincere aud 
zealous dissenter ought to regard 
these extraordin ry t xertions of tue 
Bible Soc ie ty Wii h a po riion of the 
1} he does.” Now 
if the churchmen and dissenters at- 
tached to the Bible Society have 


same ground for jealousy 


same pestows 5 whit 


nearly the 
of its operations, ts not this a ground 
of hope, that, while the society pro- 
motes the common olyect of both, it 
will mot serve the private ends of 

either. It re mains tor the clergy to 

employ the bibles so distributed, to 
the establishment of that particular 
church which they conceive most 
analogous to the platiorm exhibited 
i Sceripture.— [he autl lieXt re- 
verts toa wish, more than once ex- 
chmen should main- 
tain their own SOCIELY | 


a ' , a : . 
senters shoul i possess hei’s ; 


pressed, that iitit 


* “ + 
{iia Uts- 


a Hew societyV im anv devree after 
the model of this be necessary. tts 
Operation shouid be confined to fo- 


PEIg9N GIstrlovutlion ; aud, aller ** hance 


ng hits heavens Wii black, nd 
hibting at clouds which are vu , 
soon tO Durst Ove : 
in the shane of t “4 
C HCi¢es, qaiikta ' ee © m~ 9 
es t in < ! sca as S 
Soc \ 4 Lis CoOrscicus c - 
cludes with expressing wishes. we 
¢ mupt not verve sincere, lor tl C- 


} é i 
Servaulon and purity ci the ci 
In casting un the account between 
u By ; . . 
Dr. VWorgsworth Bua Lilie 


Wwe conceive that tuev are budebted 
to firm ior the Honest Zea wi 

: ~ * *- . . a. f: > + . > 
Gispiadd Sim the defence vl OUr ACMii- 


rable establishment: foribhe warnit 
Without asperitv, with which be sup- 


ports his cause; and ior the gen 


spirit Of Datitebess ’ ey a 
i t 

Wilbict pres 1 » in i > 

bie IS debtor, en OLDCT ‘\ 


conceive, tor A styre somewparc ode 
scure: ter at 
cal; for prenises not pusae d oi 
them natural and legitimate con, 
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deduced from unsound 


for language so alarming 
as to the consequences ot the soci’- 
y's Ope Palos, as possibly to break 
the of many an honest citizen, 
who would otherwise have been sure 
to siee > the better lor ihe Bullhead he 
hi id given to rt, 

The only arrows recently pointed 


res! 


at the society, we fancy have been 
shot from these two quivers. We 
therefore now proceed to examine 


the force which is marshalled in the 
opposite ranks. 

Ami here we have first an anonv- 
mous letter addressed to Dr. Gas- 
kin, the secretary of the Bartlett's 
Buildings’ Society. We trust, that 
a justification of the Bible Socie ty is 
unnecessary to Di but, at 
ail events, we soIipe- 
Wual such a 
him. Dr. Gaskin is 
we conceive, as 
he zealous servant of the Bartlett’s 
Buildings Society—notas the enemy 
ot the sister society. Alter this re- 
mark, however, ou the very threshold 
of bis work, it would be difhcuk to 


. Graskin: * 
consicer it as 


mpucdicious to address 


wastincation to 


known hitherto, 


complain of any movement of the 
author. We wil! briefly abstract his 
little work. 


T r-> > . - a — nd & ‘ » 
le sets out bv avowing his respect 


{i rT the Society tor 


promoting Chris- 
tian Knowledge: and declares 


that 
the 
originating 
lier, Is merely, 
nceives it inadequate tothe 
demand which the times make upon 
it. ile then mentions some facts, in 
order to corroborate this statement. 
lie Pt ak parishes even in Lug- 
most destitute ot Bibles ; 


bulhi < 
gerts the of them to be 
Scot 


. 
Myeiive fer subser:bing Lo 
Society, far 


~Tespe Ct to 


I 
bi 


from 
111 a Luc O! 


’ 
tMhat pec 


< of 
as- 
consi- 
land; and tells us, 
from Ps personal ‘wonise a. Yok of Ireland, 
that, one micht have travelled from 
the G -auseway to Bantry Bay, 
from one extremity the kingdom 
to the the 
towns, but visiting every cabin by 
the Wav, wiihout finding 

perlect iv 


rhaiilsons of} 


Natit 
> : 
Gefavie iff 


> 
init s 4 
other, avoiding 


| 
pC] laps 
i 


aMiOUcgst three 


Fr 
mes 


| eople ' ~6We = Jeave the 


w of Pamphlets relating to the Bible Society. 


chief 


[Juty, 
contenders for the vigour and suffice 
ency of the old societies to digest 
this fact, of the authenticity of which 
we have no doubt.—'The author then 
states the readiness of the Irish pea- 
sant to receive the of God: 
“he hides rt in his cabin, and reads 
it with an ea 
conceived,” 


word 


that cannot be 
1 le author next adverts 
to the state of burope, and shews 
how even war has been made the 
medium of spiritual good, by open- 
ing the kingdoms of the Continent 
to the ingress of the Bible. After 
surveying the Reman catholic coun- 
tries, he turns to Turkey ; predicts 
its prostration, its consequent escape 
from the tyranny and bigotry of the 

Mufti, and the fresh avenue the reby 
opened for the march of the Scrip- 
tures. He then states the peculiar 
facilities for the dispersion of the 
Bible furnished by the universal na- 
val empire of Great Britain. At p. 
15, the author enters upon a well- 
deserved panegyric on the late Bishop 
of Loudon; and infers—from his 
approbation we will not call it, but— 
from his intense interest—an interest 
which he surrendered only with his 
parting breath—in the prosperity of 
the acnety , the utter improbability 
of its real hostility or dangerous in- 
fluence to that church of which he 
was so revered and affectionate a pa- 
rent. ‘There is some forcible and 
eloquent writing in these as well as 
in the successive pages of his work, 
in which he deprecates the facility 
and rashness with which, as “ mad- 
nen cast about fire.” well-wishers to 
the church fling out their imputa- 
tions of Methodism. He then cails 
up some other bishops, as witnesses 
in the same cause; and adds to the 
catalogue the noble president of the 
society, aml the present certainly 
not sectarian prime minister. He 
next (p. 41) enters upon a numerical 
proot, that the Bible Society has pot 
Jessened the quantity of money re- 
ceived, or the quantity of good done, 
by the Society for promoting Chiris- 
tian Know ledye : butas the like evi- 


rCOFUCSS 


dence is more fully collected in ane 
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other pampli let, 
in its proper pli ice. 
ceeds to state the ditlerence of eflect 


we shall produce it 
lle then pro- 
in the year 1800, by the single 
efforts of the Bartlett’s Buildings’ So- 
ciety, and that of 1509, by the united 
efforts of the two societies ; which 
difference in Bibles and ‘Lestaments 
is nothing less than 50,120. Another 
fact this, whi the champions of 
the all-sufficiency of the eid society 
will be under some difficuity 
plain. He then (p. 45) points out 
the benefit of the provincial societies 


ich 


+ * 


LO €X- 


established under the wing of the 
parent society _ London; re-asserts 
she facility of t oclergy mMaintaming 


an ascendanc y in the society; right 
royally comme nds it tothe patronage 
of the King; and contends that, how- 
ever grand a pillar the Society tor 
promoting C hristian Knowledge may 
be of the establishment, he thinks 
the establishment may stand, though 
the society fall. 

The next pamphlet to which we 
would advert, is that of Lord Teign- 
mouth, the noble president of the 

sible Society. This nobleman, ii 
the society over which he presides 
be indeed a national evil, is certainly 
an enemy of his country; for under 
the shelter of his vigilanee and wis- 
dom, and in the sunshine of his pa- 
tronage, it has ripened to its mayen’ 
maturity. If this society is an of- 
fence to good men, he is ‘ the most 
offending man alive.” 
contrary, the 
Scriptures 


Bat if, on the 
dissemination of the 
is a national 
this society is so projected as to col- 
lect much of the fre which might 
otherwise Consume tbe land, and con- 
centrate it to One Important point, 
and confine it to one sate channel; 


rf itis a public benefit to keep out of 


sight the points of ditlerence be- 
tween men, and call up those jon 
which they are agreed ; if—we had 
alinost said, if it is a national benetit 
that we ourselves should hear the 
giad tidings of salvation, and publish 
them to others; then 
ought to recoginize 


Grieat Brita 
in Lord ‘Teign- 


mouth, not only one of her best men, 
but ene of her beat patriots.—Let us, 
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benefit; if 





~- 
ri 
however, proceed 
lis soe 
; ‘ oth? y r) ; 

Lord ‘leignmo ats | implilet is, 
we conceive, rather a hasty produc. 
tion. And this opinion we collect, 
not from the style ot ork, for, 


writing however rapidiv, his lord- 


fom the man to 


ine wv 


ship would not fail to write well: but 
from one or two expressions, which 
we a&re persvaded that His known 
benevolence and urbamty would 
hare led him on more mature reflece 
ion to have qualifie 1. We allude 


tT 
to his charging Dr. Words worth 


\ = ~ 1 : ; 
.p- ¥ With reproosating the 


societ ty, 
uace of in- 
ating 


vith employing the kang 
vect)s ©, anil Witn ¥ if the laws 
ef decorum. But though we are of 
that these charges do not in 
strict propriety apply to Dr. Wordse 
worth, still eonceive that none 
but an uugenerons adversary would 
make them a 


Opliion 
We 


subject of serious com- 
plant, but would, if he disapproved 
wt the Expressions as loo strong 


» yet 
' 
make the most 


candid allowance for 
the fecling in which they originated. 
With tiis trivial exception, it is im- 
possible not to be pleased with the 
te: = rate spir it, and the sound argu- 
mentation, of this pan iphiet, which 
to us appears weil calculated to 
move any 
beew imbibed with respect ty 
the British and Foreign Bibie Society. 
matter of the noble Lord’s 
pamphlet differs litth from that of 


re- 
pre) iudices that may 


have 


thee 
The 


the last we have examined.  In- 
deed, the detenders of the Society 
have no want of new armour. The 


weapons of their fo rmer w arfare are 
still banging mn their balis, and are 
more than competent to repe} all the 


force brought against them. Lord 
Teignmouth, however, (p. 10) is in 
this distinguished from the last 
writer, that he concerves the fun 


Inds 
ot the Bible Society 
pr htablv transte 
ot the Society 


ecourd Not ve 


rred to the cotiers 
fal promot inh Chris. 


tian Knowledge. Wioathout entering 


minutely into the argument, he 
Slates, as the foundation of this 5 opi- 
mien (p. ,the “ lionted nature of 
its coustitation.’ tle then (p. 17) 
adverts to the vast mediun ot com. 
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munical the varied re- 


somety have 


ion 
sources of Hew 
furnished ; feeling 
t loquence the histor V of jis TPiUibi pts 5 
denies that any Spirit of rivalry pre- 


vails in the Bible Society ae 


traces with abe 


Faust its 
venerable sister institution; quotes the 
individuals, and churches, 
who have considered this imstitution, 
net as the organ of change, but as 
the pillar of national prosperity 5 and 
ends with a wish, in which we cor- 
dially concur, that the respectable 
name of his opponent may be rank. 
ed in the catalogue of its friends. 
We wil add but one more 
vation coneerning this paneproet : 
that, should Lerd ‘Tetenmouth teel it 
richit to enter upon a more extended 
vindication of himself and the society, 
his assailants will probably find 
the corps de reserve is tar stronger 
than what they may have talsely 
conceived to be the main army. : 
The last pamplilet we have to no- 
tice is that of Mr. Dealtry, a respon- 
dent, like Lord Teignmouth, to Dr, 
Wordsworth, and a brother in wartare 
of whom his Lordship has no reason 
to be ashamed. This pamphict is 
evidently the production of an acute, 
ingenious, playful, and candid mind 5 
and even tad there been more haales 
in it than we have been sharp- 
sighted enough to discover, yet we 
have been so delivhted, 
controversy, to discover so many 
touches of nature and kindness as it 
exhibits, that we believe we should 
treely have forgiven the author. 


soctetlies, 


obser- 


tiint 


Nir. Dealtry has trod so much of 


the same country with his two fel- 
low travellers, that we shall deem it 
unnecessary to tollow him step by 
siep. If onr space admitted it, we 
shouid gladly gratify our readers 
with some extracts in which we 
think he has clearly exposed the 
weakness of Dr. Wordsworth’s ar- 
gument. ‘There two extracts, 
however, ot 2 
which we cannot 


are 
very dillerent cast, 
forbear wiving. 


‘The first is a numerical proof that 
the itble 
the tunds of 


Society. 


Seciely has net Injured 
he Bartlett’s Baurlding 
Alice stating his) con- 


Review of Pampililets relati 
which 
Live 


jecture 


ina work of 


vw to the Bible Society. f Jury, 


that many individuals, think- 
right, when aiding the general 
cause, to aid also the institution pe- 
cullarly our own, have been induced, 
On bee Omnis subscribers to the new, 
to subsertbe also to the old society, 
Myr. Dealtry adds ‘ 


Hon 


; 
me it 
5 


« This que admits of a deeision far 


more accurate than can arise from vague 
conjectures, either on your part or mine, 
Let ous bring fairly to the test. To do 


this, I have o uly to oer two © pe stions 

“4. Has the Society for 
Christian Knowledee 
tion in its receipts, its contributions, or its 


promot hg 


sutie red any ciminu. 


sobacripe ims, during the five years in which 


the Bible Society has e 


‘ O Flas its 


And it not, 


during the last five 


“ISICG * 


inere ase, 


ver been at a rate inferior to that which 
obtained in the five years before ? 

“Tt these questions are answered in the 
negative, my inference 1s irresistible. 


j he toll 


Annual 


owing extracts [ make from the 


Reports of the Socicty for pro- 


motig Christieon Knowledge, commencing 


! 

with the year which ended onthe 2oth of 

Ma eh, 1801.—L must request you to bear 
nal * that the bible Society was founded 

in March 180-4 

Ree pls 

From March 27, _ a a  D. 
1800, to March 26,100!1-- 11,066 14 & 
$604, to April 1, WROY-- ++ 11,779 15 & 
1802, to March 31, 1803-- 12,059 3 9 
L205, to April The 1HO4-+-- 12,3990 1 o 
180-4, to Avril 4, 1805---- 12,424 5 @ 
1805, to March 27, 1508 3753 8 6 
1605, io April 2, 1607 -+-+ 15,494 6 O 
1807,to March 31, 1805-- 15.0293 9 & 
1808, to April 18, 1809-- 17,910 19 3 

Penejactions and Legacics in the same Years, 
for the cenera! Pur) USCS of the Societ 
HOO to TROL eccrcccecce 457 15 & 
2201 to 1608 «cccesvies 905 5 6 
180? to TBO} «--ccceces 48 14 O 
1805 to TOOL «ee eee eeee oi? 14° 6 
1804 to 1605 eee wcees 408 18 8 


1605 to 18008 «reece e eee 1,150 11 GC 


1800 to 1807 «--+eeccce 

1807 to 1B8OB eee cceeee FFI O SF 
1B08B to TROY . ec ccces ; O24 19 

Subseriptions tn the same Years. 

WBOO to 1HO1 eccccerase 2020 F O 
WWO1L to WWOY .-ee-- eooee YOSQ & 
1502 10 18095 eeeeeeeces 811919 15 O 
1203 to TBO - eee ec eeee YASD SS V 
1HO4 tu LUO eeeee worse O45 1s 0 
PAOD tO LUG «ee ee ee eee ~ 718 oO oO 
1b0UG tu TBOF «eee. coos YA? ; oO 
1thO7 to LBWOR «+ eee ween ocur OO wy 
LEVE tO TOD eeeeeveees SALS Y OVO 
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“ Hence I draw the following conclusions* 
- 

“4, The annual average 7). ee 
of receipts, for the four years 
preceding the establishment 
of the ible Society, was 11,8138 1 


“9, ‘The annual average 


co 
“IJ 


ef the last five years, viz. 

since its establishment, is-- 14,501 1 8 

—a very considerable increase, 
“35. The annual average 

of benefactions for general 

purposes, in the four years 

preceding, WaS srererreers 572 6 9 
“4, ‘The annual average 

of the saine, for the last five 


~ 
f 


~ 


VCATS, 1S see errr eer ereere 964 2 
It I add the sums mentioned in the 
notes of the several Reports, as given for 
specific purposes, the average is prodigh: isl y 
greater, 
“5. The average of sub- j— B® 
scriptions in the four years 
prececing, WAS se++serees 2,954 6 9 
“6. Lhe average of the 
same ior the last five years, 
]s oeoevreeveeveeesoaeeeeeeees bd 
“7. The difference of re- 
ceipts on the 26th of March, 
1801, and on the 5th of 
April, 1804, or the absolute 
Increase, WAS ++++eeeeeees 1,593 JT 6 
« 8. The same difference, 
or increase, between the 27th 
ef March, 1806, and 13th of 
April, 1809, being the same 
period, Is -++e+eeeeeeees 4,158 10 11 
“9, The absolute increase 
ef subscriptions trom the 
26th of March, 1801, to the 
5th of April, 1804, was -- 
“10. The absolute in- 
crease of the same, trom the 
“7th of March, 1506, to the 


& 
= 
12 
i) 
Oo) 
© 


Sth of Api il, 18VY, com- 


prebending the same period, 


is ABaayrewtvruSsc@weerertuywa«a «ww OOD Q 0 


“So that not only ren the receipts and 
subscriptions increased, but the rate of in- 
crease has been sedi accelerated, since 
the establishyent of the Bible Society : and 


it should be pri arti cul arly observed, that the 


. Raia 
‘ 


‘ , ’ ; 
7 ‘ j 
ak nds and subscriptions { | Dect i p,” “IchieSs Te- 


A 


ae } 


; Hiad j possessed the Report of March 
1809, I] could have compared two distinet 
series of tive vears: the result, L have | 
coubt, would have been still more in ny 
favour. Bat T did not think this a matter 


ef sufficient iportance to send ter it to 


ite 


London: my case was perfectly clear.” 


Curist. Onsery. No. 10%. 


ceived their greatest augmentation in the 
same yeat—viz. in the year ending im March 
1809. Hence I infer, 

11. That a part, at least, of this is- 
crease in our funds at Vartlett’s Buildings, is 
owing to the Bible Society. It was indeed 
to be expected, a priori, that an institution 
like this would call forth the activity of 
others, and provoke many to love 
good works: the altention whic! 
cited has been highly favourable to oth 
benevolént societies, though they may attach 
little value to the favour conterred. 

- Ir I have made ne error in cuiculation, 
my first ten conclusions are as clear as any 
corollary in Euclid; and I consider the 


| ‘ P — Pe le : 7 » > GO 
CiCVE bali, GSD uli AUUsLCUl ¥ 1st. J. i ae 
Jd r 


The above statement we conceive 
to require some very considerable 
qualifications; but into these we 
have not time to enter; nor are we 
aware that such qualifica ation 
materially affect the general results. 

The othe r extract 7 ‘om Mir. Deal- 
try is of a more tively cast, and our 
readers will be struck with the feli- 
city with which it is executed, 


- 
wi 

- 

ef 

= 


° 7 


«“ Once upon a time, in the midst of a 
parched aud dreary land, there g ished from 
che top of amountain a fir 1€ spri ng Of wate 
hich carries ay gladness and fertility w herever 
it i flo wed: the wilderness was converted inte 
a omen near its banks, and verdure and cul- 
tiv 


* ~~ 


ot its pro 


“mm 
. 


aiiun were the sure co! ip Won 
cress. After some sere, @ similar stream 
began to flow from the summit of a nei 


eZ 


bouring hill: it became the parent of many 
branching rivulets, which cheered the tace 
Nature on every side, a nd carried happiness 
and abundance into the remotest lanas. The 
cood old stream was a little touched with 


‘ all — — t the ineetin 
Mc LOUSY . anc » AALS 2s wa ‘ . Lestilba- 
ble beneats which ttseit had couterrec, ex- 
acl } Ae Sa ns, 
postulated With itS Uhaspiring neigoobot h 
} ? —— — » Ty . - 
the following terms --—"" \ . BUOY 
toat you are iit ud! Wo ae - y ‘ a 
} 7. ‘ ve — oe »* .* 4 . - « - ; 
I have ‘ pre-eccupied ;* and that vou aud 
your rivulets ave @ *‘daer¢€ct ena ie Ws oDee- 
ration toe wrterfere wilh, r ¢. a? Curttice 
the inestimehic nfterysts Of ¢ es } 
° : , 3°? 
Lit its, ) we l = 
watt Wh \ now cen ths } . ‘ my¥ 
Callus t sae i » ow r 
nd does not the desert s e Vise Whee 
ever | gpo*’—* Your streams do, indeed, 
profess to be pure—though l Lave somet ung, 
4 r . . s* . »} * se? > " T 
it I choose, to save up pat ilo—ebat 2 
insist upon it that [ am Yuu off Rreaim, 
‘ ~ 


. » omtavias Toe. | 
and that you are an Aiglmpes > BO a Sere 
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not err much if 1 called you a thief."—" A 
thief! Did ft ever steal any thing from you?” 
—* Yes, you have : 
tbat, if your mouth were closed, some of the 
water, which now courses along your chan- 
nels, would by filtration through the moun- 
tain, be found in mine.”—* It is certainly 
very possible, that some fifteen or twenty 
drops might have reached you by this sub- 
terraneous filtration: but, see what a noble 
body of water I possess! and [ employ the 
whole tor the benefit of these parched and 
thirsty lands.”"—* What business, L ask, 
you to flow at all? L existed for age 
any one thought of you: and L am by no 
means convinced, notwithstanding your ‘ im- 
posing and devouring claims,’ that you confer 
any benefit whatever: 
complexion are 


have 
s betore 


your very colour and 
‘offensive ;’ and if ‘7 should 
go still deeper, I think it would not be difh- 
cult to point out some evils and important 
deficiencies and more possibilities of evil, ex- 


tantin and re sulting from, and probabilities of 


great unprovement lost and precluded by,’ 
gich a shabby current as youare. Yet, litile 
as [ adinire vou, I had rather that you would 
become a teeder to me, than move in this 
vuauthorized throngh the world 
alone.”—* My good friend, it is quite im- 
possible : some of my rivulets might possibly 
be turned, fall mto your channel : 
but there are copious branches, which, froin 


Warner 


SO as to 


the nature of the country, roll on in other 
directions, and cannot by any process be 
yours: neither, as J 
believe, would you be willing to receive them. 
Whilst, therefore, we carry cheeriulness and 
delight on every side, let us be cont: 


roade to combine with 


Tit to pur- 


sue our own channels in quietness and peace.” 
“Tr would well become us, my dear 
Wordsworth, to follow this coud advice. Let 


the rivers otf life tow witiout interruption 


’ 7 1° : } 
through iii Culmates 5 that every One, who 
thirsteth, may come to the waters: and that 
. t+ } ? of. . > , ‘ 
their benefits iuy be felt in erery cormer of 
1} 


the clobe, among al! nations, and 


! 
aN VUaves, 


dvs en earl , ore 7 ! 
aiid per pie, and tohvucs. HH Ippy Wili be tbe 


witness this exte 
happy the instruments of such 
abundant good - 

We have just received a second 
pain iphlet trom the pen of Dr. 
Wordsworth, without 2a moment’s 


time tor wel ghing rits contents. But 
we wish to pledge « yuurselves to a 
candid examination of it. This cir- 


cumstance, and the length to which 
our review has already extended, 
will induce us to cut short the pre 


sent inquiry with a brief notice of 
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it ‘can need no proof,’ 


nsion of 


[Jwny, 


a few points, on which we consider 
ourselves as already pledged to our 
readers. 

The chief objection urged in the 
two pamphlets of Mr. Spry and Dr. 
Wordsworth, which we have under- 
taken to review (for we do not 
design to anticipate the further ob- 


Jections of the latter writer in his 


second work) is, that the Bible So- 
Clety injures that of Bartlett's 
Buildings. Now, we think it not 
difficult to shew that the overt act 
of rivalry charged upon the Bible 
Society ts false ly charged. 

The overt act of rivalr y towards the 
Bartlett’s Buildings’ Society, which 
has been repeatedly charged upon 
the new institution, is that of resoly- 
Ing to publish an edition of the Scrip- 
tures in Welsh immediately after a 
like resolution of the other society 
was carried. Now, if printing in the 
same language with the Bartlett’s 
Buildings’ Society is to be inter- 
preted into an act of rivalry, ther 
let the English presses of ‘Oxford 
and Cambridge give their imple- 

ments to the “moles and bats, lest 
their sisterof London look green. We 
had before thought it rather the re- 
proach than the honour of the Soci- 
ety for promoting Christian Know- 
lye, that when she had supplicants 
in all languages clamouring for Bi- 
bles, she listened to so very few. 
But we now perc eive that they were 
supplicating fortherr own ruin. Her 
favours would have been injuries. 
Hier few hundreds of books would 
have stifled in the virth as many 
thousands; ber leon kine have 
devoured the fats; and districts would 
have been contending for a single 
volume, where now every. man has 
one in his possession.—tut how is 
the accusation of rivalry proved? 
In 1799 the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge published an 
édition of the Welsh Bible. No 
sooner was the prectous volume Car- 
ried into the Welsh mountains, than 
thousands of competitors stirted up 


to © rrasp it, to carr’ 


y it to theircabins, 
and there to devour the intelligence 
Sven heaven. 


The volume was to 
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them almost like a new reve lation, 
thirty years having el: ipsed since 
the former edition was printed, 
They beheld it as the Magi be- 
held the star, and eagerly fol- 
lowed it as their guide to hea- 
ven.—-Thisedition was secon sold off, 
and the Welsh applied to the society 
for another. Four tedious years 
passed by. The ap splication was 
reite rated ; and the society at length, 
in March 1805, resolved on another 
edition. Itappears, however, fromthe 
last Report of the soc jety, that this 
edition, though re solved on in March 
1805, in 1809 was not yet issued. 
But in the mean time the cestitute 
condition of the Welsh had aitracted 
the notice and excited the com- 
passion of the Bible Society, whoas 
early as Sept. 3, 1804, soon after 
they had formed themselves into an 
institution, and six months before 
any similar purpose on the part of 
the Bartlett’s Buildings’ Society 
was heard of, resuived to publish 
the desired work. Certain diff- 
culties, almost inherent in a new 
institution, checked their design, 
and they were unable till Dec. 9, 
1805, nearly eight months after a 
similar order had been passed by the 
Bartlett’s Buildings’ Society, to pass 
their final resolution for proceeding 
with the work. And yet this work 
was not only completed belore 
that of the old institution, but a 
second large edition had been print- 
ed and distributed, by the Bible So- 
ciety, before a single Bible from the 
sister society had reached Walcs. 
Even these two editions, however, 
will prove insufficient for the dead 
in Wales. We ourselves have hiv ard 
an eye-witness describe the emo- 
tion with which the sacred voluiie 
was received there. Far from being 
satiated with the contributions for- 
merly sent from the Bartleit’s Buiid- 
ings’ Society, when the arrival bed 
the cart was announced wihich car- 
ried the first sacred load, the W elsh 
peasants went out in crowds to meet 
it; welcomed it as the #sraelites did 
the ark of old; drew it into the 
tawn; and eagerly bore otf every 


copy as rapidly as they could be 
dispersed. The young people were 
to be seen consuming the whole 
night in reading it. Labourers car- 
ried it with them to the field, that 
they might enjoy it during the in- 
tervals of their labour, and lose no 
opportunity of becoming acquainted 
with its sacred truths. The barren- 
ness and desolation of their plains is 
forgotten. They are casting their 
characteristic pride at the foot of the 
Cross. By these, and by the truly 
apostolical exertions of the Bishop 
of St. David’s, the zood seed is scat- 
tered on these inhospitable moun- 
tains, and promises a glorious harvest 
to God and to their country. — Now 
we would fain persuade ourselves 
that those who are fond of contem- 
plating this act as an act merely of 
rivalry on the part of the Bible So- 
ciety, are not acquainted with these 
circumstances. Weare confounded 


at the narrowness of those ofticers of 


a Spanish monarch, who suttered 
their master to perish rather than 
violate a rule of etiquette: aud shall 
we be clamouring i all the puncti- 
lios of the drawing-room, when the 
salvation of a nation is at stake * Is 


a whole people to starve for lack of 


the Bread of Life tor years, that the 
gartlett’s Buildings’ Society may 
enjoy its unenvied precedency ? 

One would think that men who 
breathe the atmosphere of a room 
where the good have for a century 
assembled to distribute the word of 
God, would be persons of a dittereat 
temper; that they would rejoice to 
see hew streams springing up in the 
wilderness, and new deserts beyvin- 
ning to blossom like the rose. Is 
it poss! (ble for any one to con- 
template the good that may have 
arisen from the distribution by the 
Bible Society, of, we beieve, LOC 00 
copies of the word of Lie. among the 
Welsh, while not a single copy was 
to be obtained trom any other quar- 
ter, and yet not rejoice mi the con- 
templation® iat be, we must say. 


that we cannot euvy the texture of 


that man’sinind. Let bim, it be watl, 
attribute the prting dnd the distri- 
$42 








a 


Le 











4s? 


but ron ott hese 


Ribles to rivalry : 
atyli if by 


means Christ) be 
and bis salvation be made 
therein he ou 


any 
prea hed, 


known, oli to reyoree, 


lHiow many, during the years L8OG, 

8 and miay have passed inte 
eronmty, whose path thither has been 
dy) gotened yy thre hehe from heaven 
shed on i the medium ot 


rreueph 
he ety. bat wl 

me Society, OU Whose course 
cl ao | i 1) 


’ 
4 ; Chil kk 
n ~s | Th tI .\ 


vite) 


ii been forced 1 de 
aL on the tamt and tardy efforts 
et the BartlettUs Buildings’ Society ! 
Teithiss Nol consideration sile 


25 Oe © 


the unreasonabvble., we 


had 


alimost 


said wicked, clameur which has 
bee, sisecd aeainst an act that 


partakes more of the character of 


the divine beneticence, than any, 


Ty ms. VW lic a a Hrece ding century 
b i 4 t 

A second point which we think 
ranv be shewnts. that the Bible So- 
qety has ia more than one wayva 

vy % aasist the Society for 
pre re Christian Knowledge. 

r Ir. Deaitry remarks 
e° 4 hy noveltv and attrac- 
bions , w society, would feel 
it their vy to contribute to that 
wh yas pecul! ly the secretly of 
their Many, first taught 
by this society what are the spi vitae 
wants of their fellowemen, will rush 

every channel by which 

the w (;0d may be circulated. 
} t roused semce of the 
e of «| gion by 

t <2 al meeiings 
are 1 to acer iplish 
zerly lend them- 

ery methor "i 

- £ Qi that word 
this elye hare 

bu trig { ence 
' trie ere ts 

‘ ‘* ( gre at. 
ritjt ¢ ¢ OOT, 
‘ yi, ? Bil ah 

Huatat wall 
: ‘ ‘ f 4 ety Puilele 
‘ if ‘ tif rico 

' b,0°th) 

toes : ; Objet fat 
ci ae e we yf elt, vod 
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[Jury, 


twill never want members. As cer- 
tain bodies pout inte rapid motion 
begin to attract the surrounding obs 
ects, &O this 


socielLy mn 
& hk rite cl 


provress, 


Wa more vec. 
would prove a 
powerlnl attraction. to 
ind hundredsofthe doubt- 
ful and waverme would fall inte its 
train. Pet the 
proper eumuence, 
be abundant 


souree of 


numbers: 


SOCTOLY vise to its 
and its means wall 
\Wedo not hesitate to 

Vv, that he who Kindles a spirit of 
VISOUr TO Ta tibations such as these 
is them greatest benefactor. In 
contributing fas mite, he Ives 
more than they all,’ for he gives 
that which calls down the blessing 
of God, and which deserves and con- 
ciliates the support of all good men. 

Rut, for our own parts, we 
disposed Lo co farther, 
tain, that, without vreat ime 
provement of spirit, some increase 
oft activity, in the Society for pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge, the 
prosperity of the new institution 
would not be dearly purchased even 
by the decay of the old. 

According to the avowal of one 
of their warmest advocates, Mr, 
Spry, such is the “ unobtrusive- 
of the society, that multitudes 
are ignorant even of its existence, 
Now, to be “ obtrusive’ is, as we 
conceive, to thrust ourselves into 
situations where we should not be. 
But where is the spot to which, if 
possible, the name and the influence 
of this society should not reach ? 
Should not its report go forth into 
all nations? Should even the last 
points of babitable existence, were 
such an extension of it practicable, 
be hid from the light’) and heat 
thereof? Is it not designed to be- 
the visitant of every region, 
aud the citizen of the world ? Should 
not the benrehted mations look to 
this, as to the prreat souree of hieht 4 
as that couch trom whieh therm San 
6 10) * arise wath 
wings? Calla 


are 
and to main- 
some 


»» 
less 


Come 


has 
‘ounob 


peuubannp oat 
hat, thet, 


Lrusiveness Las dmevtness, drowet 
erage like the nods ot] |’! 

curds, Slumber when the concerns 
ola 


rif (t itist 


Hole Guiverse ave al 


shake 
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tut shall we be told, that all this 
is the language of enthusiasm, of 
men demanding tmpossibihites 5 that 
the Bartlett’s Buildings’ Society has 
exhibited as much energy as ceviledl 
hye expected mm any body of men 


Then 


npon ean 


associated for such an object ¢ 
we re ply, Cast your eyes 
ible Soctety ; read over the cota- 
logue ot the countries It bas visited 
See if the scene oF the day ot Pe 
tecost 18 not In a degree re-acted 
by human agents; and if aime 

every peopl® do not hear the glad 
tidings of 
therr own languave. 


salvation published in 
G10, i) parti. 
cular, to their annual meeting. Be- 
hold the tribute of gratitude which 
the most distant mations lay at thetr 


feet. See what an eneryy is darted 


through the whole mass ot Coufri- 
butors. See, as im other ages, all 
who believe “of one qind.” and 
that mind, like that of their ‘.reat 
Master, an universal impulse to do 
good ;—all consecrated to one a 
object; all, like Asdrubal, devoring 
themselves and their children, to au 
eternal war against ignorance and 
vice, and to the eternal maintenance 
of the true religion. 

Upon this subject we cannot sneak 
with calmness ; because the teens 
with which we ourselves have more 


than once been touched, as spect 


of this scene, revive as we write, 
aud compel us to commend to 
our countrymen this glorious in- 
stitution, and to summon the sister 
society to a like tone of feeling and 
action. 

But, lest we should be thoueht to 
have no facts on whieh to ground 
our opinion of the necessity ef the 
new imstitution, and our disseat trom 


the allegations of Mr. Spry 


Aaa 


‘ 


others respecting the COTMPE TONEY ot 


those alreadv im existence, ter ail 
purposes, foreign assy ell us dona SELIG, 
we will detam our readers, ony 
While we mention one cicunistanee, 
in addition to what we have already 
tated respecting: Che West Bible 
Jt isa circumstance, however, whieh 
joe aks Vo ttinies, Live (rare edition 


ol the Scriptures toa foreign Lai. 
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yay 
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borne by 


emimchec 
Was Pepe ‘ted by the soc ely, 


the first 
and virtue inthe kingdona, 


characters of 


sip ly, 
as it appeared, on the ground of his 
bemg recommended by two pentle- 
men piety, 
they had no other tangible fault, 


heheve 
had 
them obnoxious to certain 
usually attend the 
This act of reyection 


Whose lor we 
renderec 
rndividuals who 
society s board, 
could be meant ' “umatize 
these geutlemen, and to repel trom 
ther ranks that body of clergy 
whom the world strangely endeavour 
by the appellation ot 
the ecangelical clervy. Now tor 
such an act, and it is Gy NO means a 
solitary One, the society miusl expect 
to suiter. Is it to be endured, that 
a society stituted for the general 
propagaung Christian 
stoop to meddle 


only to. st i 


to discredit 


purpose ol 
knowledge, should 
wiih the prejudices and jealousies 
of individuals, and should, at their 
bidding, Issue iis ban agaist a large 


body ot ministers, and attemip! to 
stamp the mark of the beast on 
their foreheads ? But from a view of 
some of ithe transactions of the so- 
ciety to say nothing of some of its 
publications, this might easily be 
shewn to be the case. Tus class 


of ministers, as well as those of the 
laity who embrace similar views of 
have tor a long period seen 
ns suspected, their zeal 
discredited, and their very presence 
Viewed witli disirust, By the govern. 
lag party in th and if they 
OOlaineu adm iss.00 into it at all, 
usiy because they were 
of what is called 
the evangelical school. And what 


re! 


iim ai, 


their mieisli 


e€ SOCICLY ¢ 


was the consequence? That which 
might be « cted: many ceased to 
aticend, or to intericre, where their 
services were considered as intrusive 
OF Galgerous ; whie others, not yet 
On the socicty’s list, feared to pro- 
Duse iheuisclves, W ‘th the nae 
Ob reject wing over their heads. 
Now Lips epirit, We are bold lO say, 


on > f ; +) 

$148 meatcria./y inured the society, 
7 « \ y 
au they are 
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called, have been the topic of much 


discussion inthis work. We have 
fairly canvassed their faults, and 
liberally, we hope, commended thei 
excellencies. We wish it to be 
characterisuic of our work, to have 
“ Nothing extenuated, 
Nor aught set down ja malice,” 
dur testimony . therefore, to the 
value of such men as compose the 
main part of this body to any relia 
cious tnstitution, ought to be regard- 
ed, We firmly believe, that a large 
Incorporation of them with the pre- 
sent acting managers of the Bartlett’s 
Binldings’ Society, would have given 
anelhcincytothat institation which 
it now wants. If the spirit, how- 
ever, of the institution is not correct- 
ed; if individuals are to be subtract- 
ing the weights and powers from the 
great wheels of the machine, to 
work their own petty levers; if the 
society is to set the stamp of intoler- 
ance upon every copy of the Bible 
it issues; if it 1s to forswear all 
zeal itseli, and fuliminate bulls of 
exclusion against the zealous; we 
sincerely think that the welfare of 
the new society “ will not be dearly 
pure hased even by the decay of the 
old.”—But we hope better things of 
this ancient institution. We trust 
that grey hairs will bring wisdom 
withthem. We trust that she will re- 
joice to lean upon the crutch which 
the new society supplies ; that she 
will feel for it as a daughter; that 
she will embrace it in her somewhat 
withered arms; and that, gaining in 
vigour what she yields in respecta- 
bility, they may ren hand in hand 
their triumphant career; “ provoke” 
one another to nothing but “ good 
works;” and, wherever they appear, 
be in reality, what the twin stars 
were in fable, signs of peace, and 
love, and joy. 
——— (uorum simul alba nautis 
Stella retulsit, 

Defluit saxis agitatus humor : 

Concidunt venti, fugiuntque nubes, 

ht ininax (quod sic voluere) pote 

Unda recumbit, 
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LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL INTELLIGENCE, 


GREAT BRITAIN. 
Jw the press ! The sixth Part of Mr. Ni 
choll’s History ot Leicestershire, which was 
nearly destroyed hy the fire at that ue mtte 
man’s printing-office, toyether with the re- 
maining portions of the work;—A new 
edition, with a new volume, ©! Hanman’s 
Pulpit Assistant, containing &450 Skeletons 
of Sermons, in four vols. small 12m0.;— 
Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Heil: a 
Poem, by the Rev. S. Eledale, Curate of 


Surfleet, near Spalding ;—A new edition of 


the Sermons of President Davies;—-A work 
yn Scripture Biography, by Mr. Toy ;—A 
new edition of Bishop Barle’s Microcosmo- 
wraphy ; and of Brand's Observations on 
Popular Antiquities ;—and The presen’ 
Picture of New South Wales, by D. D. Manu, 

Preparing for the press: A Vindication 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
in Answer to Dr. Wordsworth’s Letter to 
Lord Teignmouth, by the Rev. William 
Dealtry, M.A., Examining Chaplain to 
the Bishop of Bristol ;—A work on thie 
English Language, by Mr. Grant, author ot 
Institutes of Latin Grammar ;—A treatise 
on the doctrine of Fluxions, by Mr. W. Moore, 
of Woolwich ;—A new edition of Dugdale’s 
Warwickshire, with additions, in three vols. 
folio ;—A new work on Conveyancing, by 
br. Turner, of the Mid ile Lempl aa! 
Chronological Memoirs of Bichammeda 
History, from its earliest period by M 
Price, of the Bombay Establishnient. 


Messrs. Sharp and Co. having lately ad- 
dition ot 
I. ] 
d 


T 3 

; 
oo 
Lavi 2S 


yertised a new er 
Resays by Mrs, I 
Messrs. Cadell ani 
the public, that the publi 
wholly unacihorised by her, but against her 


eonsent ; she having elven hnotic n 


—* 


ed 


years ago, in the preface to Lei 
Works, that she had suppressed those essen 
@s a juvenile production; and having also 
treated the same subjects more in deta 
her Strictures on Female Education 

The first volume of the Theolovical W 
of Mr. A. Maclean, of Ediabury h, has been 
reprinted, and is now ready tor delivery, 
Vols. VY. and VI. (the Paraphrase aud C m- 
mentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews) 
put to press. The whole, making eight 
nine vols. 12imo., will be published as speedily 
as possible. 


Mr. Baynes, in Paternoster-Row, is about 
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Relivrous Intelligence. 


[Jony, 
The 


ret peoult of the two day's sale was as fol 


wet myvietil ut weonicle erful pres ert 


ANT) Merino Sh ‘ep New Publications. 
Stir It, ‘ ] (*, ined Calwiin Lhieal wy. \Iy 
bavan Pisctibve brenehy News ‘Tradl, | 
| ‘ ( fapyry, halo |) cwotige | Me 4 le 


\l | , Teall, tithieatanel, Colas 
fenmny, VN Dhuclestoun, Woyneh. Tlebiouse, 
Macleod! Pieou, were peported) as dawin 
hiohly Castiiouished themsedlwe 

Ness Swetenham, Norius, Galvin, Dds] 
evll, bt ', Dich, Craiciner, Lax, pean’ cal 
the eXaduibatton with ered 

lo the month ot May, a large company ot 
aeviculturists and breeders of psheop. trom 
Vist rants Ol tha hiipdony, assernble | oon 
Pacis mite FF wera, Pea Cobban, thie cat of 
Lord Soimervall: » to eXRAMMe the tlock of 


Nik hhw Ny Cp. Huported Satabe yours ye hy 
his loredsl ty), Haprovwed by acaretul scleetion 
Wide | th OWN buyannae diate Care, anal how, bey 


the ach mMlose of the coumtry ath Sollered 


that 
for sale. The ewes with their lambs, aad the 


mis, were put up sinuly, and were purchased 
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Heel sheep, of the pours Merino breed, hy bits 
Majesty’ 


donations, and by this sale of Lord Somer 


tribution of so great a number of Spa 
snpual sale, and former and recent 


ville’s, aud others among the most careful and 
experneouced boeedersol cattle throughout the 
Peitish island, cannot tail of soon producing 
ad beneficil effect on our staple manufacture 
of broad cloth. 


TE TIT 


LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


THEO 

Sermons by Samuel! Worsley, LED. PRLS. 
F.S.A. late Lord Bishop ot St. Asaph. 2 vols. 
Svo. 1/. Ts, 

Pwo Sermons on the Unity of the Church ; 
with copious Hiustrations, 


LOGY, 


By the Author 
ot “ The Spirit ot Religious Controversy.” 
Being the first vole of Sermons on various 
Religious and Moral Subjects, for all the 
Sund vs ot the Pentecost. 
An Address t:oin a ( lergyman to his Pa- 
By Richard V ilpy, ).D. Rector 
Of Mradishadl, Suffolk. 
On the Authority 
Holy Scriptures; an 


atholies of Eeneclond 


Q 
o>, 


rishioners, 
Ss. 6d, 

of the Church and the 
the Roman 


bya Sermon 


ae ee 
Lddress to 
,OCC wsjoned 


try ’ . . — > ‘ 
ners, lstelv preached at 


Hymns for Infant Minds. By the Ao- 
thors of “ Original Poems for Infant Minds,” 
“ Khymes for the Nursery,” Ac. 18. 6d. 
Twenty-one short Sermons, calculated for 
Children, and explanatory of the essential 
Doctrines of Christianity, with a View to an 
early and adequate Observance of religious 
Principles and moral Duties. 


2 small vols. 


Py a Lady. 
Price, tozether, sewed, 2«. 6d. 

Hebrew Criticism and Poetry, By George 
Somers Clarke, D.D. Vicar of Walthaia, 
issex, 15s. 

A Sermon preached before the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal, at Westminster, on 30h 
January, 1810. By William Lort, Lord 
bishop of Bristol. Qs. 


~~ 


Svo. 


MISCLEILANSDOUS, 
Yuli, the Afitcan. Insix Cantos, 4s 
The Associate Minstrels. 


Post 8vo. 7s. 

Supplement io the Life anc Writings of 
the Hon. Henry Homme, of Kanes. 4to. 6s. 
large paper, 10s, 6d. 
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wy oud dioutuly Secuuys has suc b 


Cou 


published; and as it contains some observa 
tions which are applicable, not to Quakers 
only, but to Christians generally, we will 
transeribe them for the benefit of our reoders. 
Nor ought the objections we may teel to the 


crrouke us Views entertamed by this body ta 
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yr if command erit treet 
thy ley af (sod, ancl i I., , 
byessat "Thy leat gee j hig Vv gaet 4 tg sf 


tian ai cpculines vite 


Our spiriteal worship. And we 

that if, throwel the reces f 
Lord, and by continuing ii tis lear a 

his ¢ pdance, we becom ettled init! 
dispositions ;—it, to Use olher wo is, 


gratitude, watchtulne , and 
mad, we Waprove thes it 
they will never be taken trom t 
remain and expand, when the v GI 
wiall be removed, and a nearer accets b 
oncned to the fountain of lov im @ ollie 
immortality. 

“ Atthese annual asem 
often occasioa of grief, 1 | f 
which do net comport wit 
to e piril ally niuded, yet 
disposed to enumerate them ne 


we can readily trace their origin Bit Jet 
i 


rcuuid every one amoiugst us, that it ts bet- 


; i . & ; 


ter to be willing to truce, cach the oricin ot 


his own defect, than to compose tis mind b 
considering it asmall one. The more wee 
abide under a sense of cur own want 
readier and the more earnestly shall we a 
ply for help to Hinn upon whom help ts lai 
And probably the natural unwi ness ther 


uw 
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& 
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is in the creature to feel in itself a testi 


to its Owl unworthiness, is one creat rea 


why no more are raised up as test - 
bearers to the Lord’s all-suficiency and ;.. 


ness.” 


“ It is not easy to compress the wants ot 


s 


the church in one comprehensive te 


it seems as if one of the watch-words, pecw- 


Jiarly worthy of attention in the present 


CML Cay 
were, Dedication. Remember, dear visited 
friends, that when Christ invites you t b 
mit to his yoke, he declares it to be eas 

while the yoke of disobedience is known & 


be heavy.” “ Brethren, Sisters, ye are called 


. ‘ 


the children of God’ It is with th 


unto liberty,’ even ‘the glorious liberty 


ness that we perceive, that very men, 
beloved young friends, otf both ~ Kes see 
sensible that the Lord’s preparing bend 
upon them, How then do we ces this 


Ules@ iia persevere in the path of ds 


yea, that in their love end service, they 
‘go on trom strength to strength: 
having fulfilled their due measure of st 


mig, every one of them may ¢ appear,’ 
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boal acceptance, * before God m “Zion, 
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Christ died. Let us then, dear friends, be 
willing to examine ourselves, and know whe- 
ther we are indeed humble followers of a 
lowly-minded, though omnipotent Saviour. 
It we feel a deficiency of humility, let us pray 
for an increase, and for assistance to check 
the springings up of its dreadful opposite, 
pride ; and if we are not without some ground 
of hope that we are endowed, in good de- 
gree, with an humble heart, we shall certain- 
ly be encouraged still to supplicate for its 
continuance. Finally, dear triends, whether, 
with the beloved disciple, we address you 
as fathers, or as young men, whether, with- 
out regard of sex or station, our love in 
Christ now salutes the aged or the rising ge- 
neration ; remember, that it is “the meek 
whom the Lord will teach his way :” and 
thus taught, and receiving with unreserving 
heart, the holy doctrine, “ Grace and peace” 
will be multiplied, “ from God our Father, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 


FDINBURGH BIBLE SOCIETY. 


This society has been recently instituted— 
under the patronage of Lord Cathcart, as 
president; and Lord Calthorpe and others, 
as vice-presidents—with the same objects, 
and tor the same purposes, as the British 
and Foreign Bible Society ; being to act either 
ui concert with it, or separately, as circum- 
stances may require. The first Report of the 
proceedings of the Committee of this society 
has reached us, from which it appears that 
they have been active, boih in raising funds, 
and in distributing Bibles. Danish, French, 
and Dutch Testaments, have been given to 
the different prisoners of war confined in 
Scotland. The different hospitals about the 
Metropolis, as well as poor families, have 
been supplied with English Bibles; and the 
wants of the army and navy have been par- 
ticularly attended to. Means have been taken 
for furnishing the Scriptures, in the German, 
Dutch, and Danish languages, at reduced 
prices, to foreign seamen visting Leith: and 
the society has undertaken, for the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, the task of dis- 
tributing the Gaelic Scriptures. A donation 
of 8001. has been sent to the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Socicty; and one of 2001. to the 
Hibernian Society: 200/. have also been 
voted to promote the translating of the Scrip- 
tures into the Oriental languages ; aud 1001. 
m aid of the Icelandic transiation. The 





Edin. Bible Society —The Pope—Missions of the U. Brethren.” [Juve 

or however he may replenish our souls with 
the more excellent gifts of his Holy Spirit, still 
we have nothing which we have not received ; 
and we can have no sound reason for setting 
&t nought the least of our brethren—for 
whom, let us remember, equally as for us, 


money raised during the year amounts to up 
wards of 17001. 


THE POPE. 

The following account of the Pope’s im- 
prisonment is said to have been received from 
Paris :—“ The Pope’s confinement in the 
fortress of Savona has been rendered so se- 
vere, that even the servants who attended 
him from Italy are denied access to him. His 
Holiness subsists on the common gal allow- 
ance, having refused to receive a monthly 
sum of money offered to him by Buonaparte.% 


MISSIONS of the UNITED BRETHREN.® 
CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 

At Gnadenthall, during the year 1808, 
78 persons have become candidates for bap- 
tism, and $5 for the Lord’s supper; of 
these, 50 have been baptized, and 16 ad- 
mitted to the communion. The Hottentot 
congregation consists of 121 communicants, 
47 candidates, 96 baptized adults (not yet 
communicants), 164 baptized children, 116 
candidates for baptism, in all, 544 persons, 
being 76 more than last year. The settle- 
ment contains altogether 791 persons, dwell. 
ing in 183 houses. Gruenekloof, another 
settlement, contains 105 inhabitants. From 
the journal of proceedings at this place we 
shall abstract at present but one passage. 

“ We celebrated Christmas with hearts 
filled anew with joy and gratitude towards 
our incarnate God and Saviour, for his infi- 
nite love in coming down to dweil amongst 
us. An unusual number of strangers came 
to partake in the festival solemnities, and at 
the close of the year the crowd was greater 
than was ever known inthis place. Several 
so-called Christians, especially among the 
young people, behaved so improperly, that 
we were greatly disturbed. Other strangers, 
who were better disposed, expressed their 
indignation at it, and said: ‘ We ought ine 
deed to be ashamed before your [ottentots, 
that people, calling themselves Christians, 
can act in such a manner.’ Though we had 
made every possible arrangement to accom- 
modate the white visitors, yet a great many 
were obliged to seek lodgings with the Hot- 





* The total number of Missionaries, male 
and female, employed on the missions of 
the United Brethren about the end of 1809, 
was 151, viz. 31 in the Danish West Indian 
islands, 14 in¢Antigua, six in St. Kitts, 
three in Jainaica, two in Barbadoes, 19 in 
South America, 17 in North America, 25 
in Labrador, 18 in Greenland, and 14 at 
the Cape of Good Hope, besides four per- 
sons on their journey to diferer# missions, 
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tentots, 


Some of the unruly people were 
reinsed admission by the Hottentots, who 
said, that though they were poor, yet they 
would not be paid for suffering their domes- 
tic peace to be destroyed. The Missionaries 
were at last obliged to give an exhortation in 
the church, and protest against the disorders 
committed ; at which a farmer grew angry, 
and said to one of our Hlottentot women: 
* You contemptible wretches want to make 
others believe, that we only came hither to 
seduce you ;” adding many very vivlent in- 
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vectives. The Hottentot replied: “ Well, 
Baas, I am glad to find that you understood 
our teacher, when he spoke of your behavi- 
our; he only said what was strictly true.” 

“ The Lord was however with us, and did 
not suffer us to lose that comfort, which He 
grants to all who seek His face, by the for- 
giveness of their sins, through the merits of 
His precious blood ; and we have the confi- 
dent hope, that He will continue to be with, 
and bless us, in the New Year.” 

(Tv be continued. ) 








VIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 
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CONTINENTAL INTELLIGENCE. 
THE most prominent circumstance in the 
occurrences of the month, is the final an- 
nexation of Holland to France. The decree 
of union is dated the 9th of July. It directs 
the various adininistrations, as well as the 
custom-houses, to continue as they now are 
till the first of January 1811, when a com- 
plete assimilation to those of France is to 
take place, and the custom-houses on the 
frontier to be removed. Helland is then to 
have six senators, six deputies to the council 
of state, twenty-five deputies to the legisla- 
tive body, and two judges in the court of 
cassation. In the mean time, the Duke of 
Placentia (Le Brun) is to superintend the 
affairs of Holland. Amsterdam is to be the 
third city of the empire. On the 1st of Ja- 
nuary also, the present taxes are to cease :-— 
“the country,” says the decree, “ shall be 
eased of that burden, and the imposts put 
on the same footing as for the rest of the 
empire.” Whether the Dutch will have 
cause to consider this substitution as any re- 
lief, even if it were unaccompanied, as it will 
not be, by the law of conscription, those will 
more than doubt who have read a recent 
publication on the subject of the French fi- 
nances, “The colonial produce actuallyin Hol- 
land shall remain in the hands of the owners, 
on paying a duty of fifty per cent. ad valo- 
rem.” ‘This tax, of course, is charged on the 
value of the article, after the heavy duties and 
other expenses attending its importation have 
been paid ; that is to say, on the value of 
the article in the market of Holland ; se 
that it will probably amount to a tax of one 
hundred per cent. on the first cost. The 
most iniquitous part of this decree remains 
to be stated. ‘ Only one third of the pre- 
sent amount of interest on the public debt 
shall be carried to the account of expendi- 
ture for 1810. The interest of the debt for 
1808 and 1809, not yet paid, shall be re- 


duced to one-third, and charged on the 
budget of 1810.” That is to say, the interest 
of three years, now due, shall be paid with 
the interest of one year; and as the same 
rule, we apprehend, will be followed in all 
future payments, it is in fact robbing the 
public creditor, by one sweeping sentence, of 
two-thirds of his property. It would be dif- 
ficult to point out, in the page of history, a 
more barefaced vivlation of faith in any go- 
vernment. It is an act of swindling and 
robbery united. 

The reasons given by Bonaparte’s minister 
for foreign atfairs, the Duke of Cadore 
(Champagny), as he is called, for this formal 
annexation of Holland, are of a most con- 
venicnt description, They would suit, with 
a slight change, the circumstances of any 
state which he might wish to unite to his 
empire. They tend fully to confirm all that 
has been alleged respecting the views of 
universal dominion cherished by the govern- 
ment of France.—The union of Belgium with 
France has destroyed the independence of 
Holland. Her commerce is ruined, and her 
cities falling to decay. She is sunk under 
the weight of ber public debt, and the enor- 
mity of her contributions ; and yet the ne- 
cessary expenses of the government require 
that this burden should be greatly augment- 
ed. A provisional government will only be 
prolonging her agony. Her incorporation 
with the great empire can alone restore her 
to prosperity. Such an union is for the in- 
terest, nay, for the salvation, of Holland: “ she 
ought to be associated in our blessings, as 
she has been in our calamities.” ‘ Holland is 
in tact a shoot from the French territory , a 
portion of soil necessaryto comple:e the form 
of the empire. To become full master of the 
Rhine, your Majesty must advance to the 
Zuyder Sea.” “To leave the mouths of 
your rivers in the possession of strangers, 
would contine your power to an -ill-limited 
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ronarcay, instead of erecting an imperial 


¢ . a } ‘ ‘ 4 } . 
il ey i woud be tantamount to submit- 
e _ 7 - , . 
tiv your jaws to them. * ihe annexation 

: : ' 
if Patthactii’a iS iki HICCESSULV LO CO iyi le tiie 
« 


sysicmo: the empire.” Lhe astonished Schetut, 


mids, swells with pride to behold tweaty 
vessels of the first bale protecting its Shores 3 
TE lhe great d gens ot brance Calitiol be 
tully accomplished but by the union of Hol- 
jund, It is Hecess ary ne) COiIpIelc SY astlo- 
nishiue a creation. by calling into action 
the maritime ve sources of Tlollan J, a tleet of 
forty sail of the line, iid oa iL pitktaiver Of 


troops, shall be asscribled inthe Scheldt and 
the Pexel, to dispute with Britain the sove- 
relunty of the seas, and repel its unjust 
claims. ‘Thi luterests, not of Fiance alone, 
bat of all Europe, cali for this union. Jtu- 
rope applies to France to repair her marine 


> 
and combat Biitain on her own clement in 
short, this union augments the empire, aud 
adds to its security and to its wealth “ it 
ts the first, but a necessary st p towards the 
restoration of your havy: in fact, ttos the 
heaviest blow which your Majesty could in- 
flict ou Eneland.” 

Letore this decrce was issued, Kine Louis 


had abdicated the throne of Holland in fa- 


vour ot his s Li. this disposition, how ever, 
Is FTEVETSCU by b iuaiy? k Gvecree Of Uhion, 
Louis has withdsawn Anuaseit trom Holand, 
Hi HK sees is. 1 tired to West phalta 


A large body of French troops has cn- 
tered that cevoted country, in order to 
prevent any resistance to the new arraiive- 


Bui ib 


Considerable tumulis have taken place at 
Stockholm, under an idee that the Crown 
Pinice of Sweden, who died suddenly about 
two ionths ago, bad been murdered. ‘rere 
Goes lot appear to be any toundation for 
this dea One noblemen, however, has 
fellen a victim to the popular fury; and tar- 
tier Coumotions were apprebended. 

Great uneasiiiess Is said to have been @X- 
cited among the Swedes, by an apprehension 
ihiat it forms one of the de signs of Bonaparte 
to annex Sweden to the crown of Denmark. 


\il the prejudices eid loag-rooted antipathies 


of the Swedes would be iia arms against such 
A proj ct 

Ort the war which is Carrying on between 
the Russians and the Turks, we know little 
with any certainty. I[t appears to be con- 
We heard a 
little time avo of a severe defeat sustained 
hy the Russiais. 


ducted with various tortune. 


is 
‘,cnuow hear of a vreat 
wattle lost by the Turks, near Silistiia, on the 


a 
(Jury, 
right bank of the Dannbe, and of their army 
having fallen back to Adrianople. 


In the Spanish Peninenla, things remain 
in the same state in which they have been for 
the Jast two or three montha ‘The French, 
under Massena, liad couwsinenced the siege of 
Ciudad hodrizo: and although the garrison 
appeared to iwake a valiant de! , 10 hope 
was entertained that it woud Jong bold out. 
Lord Wellineton had determined not to ad- 


vance to its relied ;—a cireuimstance which, 
we fear, ny be cousidered as strongly indi- 
eative of the relative superiority of te 
French force. The united army of Great 
Britain and Portugal is said to occupy a 
very strong position. This of itself, how- 
ever, does not justify the hope af perma- 
nently preserving the peninsula from the do- 
minion of the French, against a force deci- 
dedly superior in numbers, and superior also 
in quality, not indeed to the British troops, 
but to all else who ure opposed to them. 

Little progress has yet been made in the 
siege of Cadiz. The town is said to abound 
with all the necessaries of life, so that there 
is no hope of reducing it by famine ; and the 
garrison is cousidered to be fully equal to its 
deience. the extraordiuary Coriez have 
been summoned, by the council of Regency, 
tu meet inthe Isle of Jue Th in Augwst. it 
is not very obvieus what purpose this mect- 
ing is now intended to answer, 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

So much of the diplomatic correspondence 
beiween the American ambassadors and the 
courts of Great Pritain and France, has re- 
cently been published in America, as leaves 
us in much less doubt than formerly respect- 
ing the probable issue of the pending ntgo- 
ciations. My. Pinckney, in along and able 
letter addressed to the Marquis Wellesley, in 
the month of January last, enters into a his- 
tory of Mr. Jacksou’s proceedings, and an 
exposition of the feelings which actuated his 
ownh government ou that occasion, and com- 
municates the wish of that Government that 
Mr. Jacksou might be recalled, and sone 
other channel of cominunication substituted, 
us no farther intercourse could be had with 
that geutleman. The whole affair wears a 
wuch more temperate and respectful aspect 
in the hands of Mr. Pinckney, than in those 
of Mr. Smith. Lord Wellesley’s answer 1s 
dated the 14th of March. 
and temperate production. 
Mayjesty’s concern that the communication 


It is also a culm 
It expresses his 


between the two countries should have been 


int rrupted before he had any opportunity, 
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by interposing his authority, ef slewing his 


invariable good-will to America. The usual 
course would hove been, to complain to his 
Majesty, and e¢esire redress. lis Mayesty, 
however, always disposed. to pay attention to 
the wishes of triendly states, has directed 
the return of Mir. Jaekson, although Mr. 
Jackson has given the most positive assu- 
rances thatit was not bis purpose to give any 
offence, and although his ‘iajesty has not 
thought it right to mark with any expression 
of hits displeasur the conduct of Mr. Jack- 
son, whose integrity, zeal and abilities have 
long been distinguished, and who appears on 
this occasion to have committed no inten 
tional offence. His Majesty has directed a 
person properly qualified to carry on the 
ordinary intercourse between the two go- 
vernments, and, as a farther proof of his 
friendly disposition, he is ready to receive, 
with sentiments of undiminished ulity, any 
communication the Government ot the 
United States may deem beneficial to the 
mutual interests of both countries. 

The correspondence with the French go- 
vernment is of a very diiferent complexion 
indeed. The letters ot Mr. Armstrong to 
Mr. Smith shew that his applications to the 
French government were treated with extra- 


ordinary neglect, and the consideration of 


them postponed on the most frivolous pre- 
tences. The unceremonious manner in which 
benaparte is disposed to trcat America, is 
well exemplified by the following extract 


! 
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fron one of these letters; it is dated 
April 16, 1810. “ The John Adams bein 
vet detained, 1 am able to intorm you, tha 
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on the 11th instant the Emperor directed 
he sale of ali the American vessels taken in 
the ports of Spain; and that the money 
erising therefrem should be placed in his 
private chest. He has also refused to give 
up the Tfero” (a vessel employed by the 
American Government to bring the interest 
ot the American funds to the continent), 
“and has ordered that the case be breuglit 
before the council of prizes, where conden- 
Mation necessarily awaits it.” On its being 
announced to Mr. Armstrong that the bm- 
peror had decided that the American pro- 
perty seized iu the ports of Spain should be 
sold, but that the money arising theretrom 
should remain in depot, he addressed a 
letter to the Duke of Cacdore, in which lie 
remonstrates, though in sufiicicutly measured 
terms, against this gross violation of public 
faith. The ground on which this measure 
is defended is, that the Aimerican Govern- 
ment had issued a decree excluding French 
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ships from their ports, and forbidding Ame- 
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rican ships to trade to France. Mr. Arm- 
Strong maintains that America had a perfect 
right to pass such a law, which was a re- 
gulation merely municipal, for the purpose 
of protecting her own citizens trom injury 
and insult; and he asks, can this be re- 
garded as a legitimate cause of reprisal on 
the part of a power who tnakes it the first 
duty of a nation to defend their sovereignty, 
and who even denationalizes the ships ot 
those who will not subscribe to this opinion ? 
[it having been alleged that the United 
States had no cause of complaint against 
France, Mr. Armstrong enters upon a detail 
of the numerous and aggravated juries 
they had had to sustain; and then remarks, 
with more spirit than we have been ac- 
customed to witness In communications with 
the French Government, “Surely, if it is the 
duty of the United States to resent the 
theoretical usurpations of the British Orders 
in Council, it cannot be less their duty to 
complain of the daily and practical outrages 
on the part of France!” Much more is said 
on this subject, to shew the iniqnity, on the 
part of France, of the measure she has 
adopted and avowed, of s« izing, with a view 
to retaliation, all American vessels within 
her reach, not ouly in French ports, but in 
all ports under the influence of france. 
Dut we presume that neither argument nor 
remonstrance will turn Bonaparte irom his 
purpose. ‘Lhe property lias found its way 
into his strong box; nor will all the clo- 
quence of Mr, Armstrong be able to ex- 
tract it. 

Another letter from that gentleman to 
the Duke of Cadcore states the fect, “ that 
a number of American ships, coming di- 
rectly from the United States to the port of 
Naples, under a promise of protection from 
his Majesty the King, have notwithstandin 
been seized, and their cargoes suid tor the 
benefit of the fisc. Nor doves the doury 
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stop here. Though thus deprived ct al 


means Of subsistence tiemMscives, The Cap 


tums have been oblized to substst the crews 
° } oyy i * , : 
(amounting neariyv tu o8O men), and are 
‘ san 9} » . oe ‘ - 
now twenaced with a farther exactuon hk 


port charges. This, in the strong ianguace 


° * . . , . 
ot the sufferers, is ‘ literally to strip tuera 
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naked, and then demand trom them the ex- 


pense of doing so” ” Even this monstrous 

transaction provokes no strong languece on 
‘ 
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the part ot the ambassador. Ife requests, 
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through the intervention ot 
Cadore, such correction of the evii as hu- 
Inunity and justice may conspire to cictate 
and begs that at least meaus inav be attorded 


+} es a ¢} , . spit i! 
ihe crews of recturming to they Own cx uur) 
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462 Domestic Intelligence— Trial of Mr, Cobbett. 
GREAT BRITAIN, 


MR. COBBETT. 


We Hricfly alluded in our Jast number to 
the conviction of this gentleman, as the au- 
thor of a seditious bel. We will now re- 
sume the subject, and state a few particulars 
of the trial. 

A mutiny had brolen out among the local 
miliua at Ely, on account of the stoppage 
of a part ot their allowance for knapsacks. 
They surrounded theiy offeers, and cimour- 
ously demanded the sum that had been de- 
ducted. The mutiny was suppressed by the 
arrival of some squadrons of the German 
Jegion. Five of the ringleaders were tricd, 
and sentenced to receive tive hundred lashes 
each. <A part of this punishment was in- 
flicted, and a partremitted., 

An account of the above transaction, ex- 
tracted trom the Courier, was placed as a 
motto toone of the numbers of Mr. Cobbett’s 
Wet kly Register, that of the Ist July, 1809; 
on which he proceeded thus to comment, 
“See the motto, English reader; see the 
notto; and then do pray recotlect all that 
has been said about the way in which Bona- 
Well done, Lord 
Castlereagh: this is just what was thought 
your plan would produce. Well said, Mr. 


Huskisson: it was not without reason you 


parte raises his soldters. 


dwelt on the great utility ef fere’gn troops, 
whom Mr. Wardle thought of no utilty at 
all. Poor gentleman! he httle imagined how 
a creat genius mizht find employment tor 
such troops. He little imagined that they 
might be made the means of compelling 
Enclishmen to submit to that sort of disci- 
pline which is so conducive to the producing 
in them a disposition to detend their coun- 
try at the risk of their lives. Let Mr. War- 
dle look to my motto, and then say whether 
the German soldiers are of no use. Five 
hundred lashes each! Aye, that is right! 
flozthem! flog them! flog them! They de- 
serve it, anda vreat deal more. ‘They deserve 
, Lash them 
daily, lash them duly.” “What, shall the 


rascals Care to mutiny, and that too when 


a tlocving at every meal-time. 


the German Le pion is so near at hand! Lash 
them, lash them, lash them! Lhey deserve 
it, O yes; they merit a double-tailed cat. 
2.se doos!t What, mutiny tor the sake of 
Lash them! Flog 


the } Ts of u knopsac |. ! | 
) Mutiny for the price 


1 adrate 4% 
them! base rascals! 
*s 


jt a yuul’s 6 and then, "ipo the up- 


pearan (- of thie Ci rihan soldiers, they lake 
a flogging as quietly a so many trunks of 
1 


trecs . I So not rliow what sort of a plac 


Ely le ; hart I Tt atl f should Lis = TO k uu. 


how the inhabitants looked one anothet in 
the face, while this scene was exhibiting in 
their town. JT should itke to have been able 


to see their faces, and to hear their observa- 


tions to each other at the time. This occur- 


rence at home will, one would hope, teach the 
loyal # little caution in speaking of the means 
which Napoleon employs (or, rather, which 
they say he emplos s) in order to vet together, 
and to discipline, his Conscripts. There is 
scarcely any one ot these loyal persons, who 
has not, at various times, cited the hand- 
cufiings, and other means of force, said to be 
used in drawing out the young men of France ; 
there Is searcely any one of the Joyal, who 
has not cited these means asa proot, a com- 
plete proof, that the people of France hate 
Napoleon and his government, assist with re- 
luctance in his wars, and would fain see an- 
other revolution. I hope, Tsay, that the loyal 
will, hereafter, be more cautious in drawing 
sich conclusions, now that they see that our 
‘gallant defenders’ not only require physical 
restraint, In certain cases, but even a little 
blood from their backs, and that, too, with 
the aid and assistance of German troops. At 
any rate, every time they do in future burst 
out Into execrations against the French, tor 
sulfering themselves to be chained together 
and forced at the point of the bayonet to do 
military duty, [shall just re-publish the pas- 
sage which 1 have taken for a motto to the 
present sheet.’ 

Lord Ellenborough, in bis charge to the 
Jury, commented at considerable length on 
the passage now quoted. He observed, that 
every individual had a right to suggest alter- 
ations in laws, provided the suggestion were 
made in temperate and qualified terms. He 
may address himself to the sober reason 
of his country, and endeavour, through the 
people, to impress the parliament with the 
necessity of their being changed. If such a 
discussion were brought before a Jury, no 
Judge would ever recommend it to them to 
construe ita libel. The intention, as indicated 
by the languagé*emploved, was always the 
thing to be looked at. Otherwise a defend. 
wut might always say, “ My mind was in- 
nocent, but my pen slipped: the libel was 
unguarded ; acquit me.” But here, he said, 
it was not one random expression, but a con- 
tinuity of the same thought and expression, 
that was to be complained of; and trom which 
no purpose but one could be interred. Lt was 
catculated to generate distrust in the army. 


ft tended to loosen all the links and ties of 


military subordination: and, under all the 


[Jury, 
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circumstances, the intention to do so must be 


inferred, Tic plainly reproached the muti 

veers for submitting to be punished with arms 
in their hands, and the people of Ely for su!- 
tering the punishment to be inflicted. What 
he said respecting Benaparte had the same 
tendency ; that is, to injure the military ser- 
vice, and to hold up the government and 
constitution to contempt. “ You will judce,” 
said his Lordship to the Jury, “ whether the 
words are such as might escape from a well- 
meaning man through haste, or whether they 
are the words of aman who wished to dis- 
solve the union of the military, on which at 
all times, but especially at this, the safety of 
the kingdom rests. If this latter be the case, 
the defendant will deservedly fall under the 
description of a seditious person, In cases 
like the present, the law requires me to state 
my opinion to the Jury. [do pronounce this 
to be a most infamous and seditious libel.” 

The Jury, without retiring from the box, 

ronounced the defendant guilty. 

Mr. Cubbett, when brought up for judg- 
ment, said he did not intend to oijer any 
thing in defence. On the 9th instamt, the 
sentence of the Court was pronounced by 
Mr. Justice Grose, as follows: that Alr. 
Cobbett should pay a fine to the King of 
10001.; should be imprisoned for two years 
in Newgate; and at the end of that time 
should enter into recognizances to keep the 
peace for seven years, himself in 30002, and 
two sureties in 1000/. each. The printer, 
Mr. Hansard, was sentenced to three waonths’ 
imprisonment, and to enter into recognizances 
to keep the peace, himself in 400/. and two 
sureties in ZOOl. each. The publishers, 
Messrs. Budd and Bayshaw, were each sen- 
tenced to two months’ imprisoument. 

In addressing Mr. Cobbett, the Judge, 
among other things, observed, that he had 
been convicted of a most foul and wicked 
fivel—a libel, the tendency of which was, to 
create dislike of their duty in the Local Mi- 
litia of the country, and disgust to our ser- 
vice in the foreigners employed therein, and 
through them to bring disgrace ov the Go- 
vernment, and to paralyze the energies of the 
State, and that ata season when an enemy 
the most ferocious was at the very moment 
threatening our shores; an enemy whos 
military government had laid prostcate the 
surrounding States, and who marked his way 
with spoliation and plunder; yet this was thie 
enemy who was stated by the prisoner to use 
his soldiers better than the soldiers of this 
country were used, and whose Government 
was compared with the Government of this 
country, and asserted by hi:n to afford inore 
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contforts and protection to iis soldiery than 
were afforded to the soldiers of this country. 
I maligi vy of this poison was therefore 
f suiy ineres j DS j time and tle 
‘ when it wes spread throuvhout the 
7 


nation.—He neither did ny *xcu. pate 


himself ia the eves of the Jurv, and thev de- 
cided upon him with proofs but too convine- 
ing of the foulness and wickedness ig 
guilt.—ILf it conld not be ineputed 


that fits objects were to distract the Cover. 


went, and to embarrass the State, then it 
coud not be denied that objects, if not as 
cangerous, at least as base, could not be re- 
moved from his intentions, namely, that of 
writing libels for the degenerate purposes 0: 
base and unworthy lucre and profit. This, 
then, in ttsclf, was an offence of the dk epest 
dyc, and such as the Court was imperiously 
called upon to visit with a heavy hand. It 
was much to be lamented that a man who has 
had the experience of the defendant, should, 
after all that passes in life so constantly be- 
fore his eyes, grow worse, and as be increases 
in years, increase in malignity. It was also 


lamentable that the numerous examoles 
made of libeilers had no effect upon him; 
but, thet knowing the fatal consequeuces of 
such conduet, he still perseveres in spreading 
the poison of most destructive malignancy 
through the nation. A check must be put 
to such mischief, the State must be govern- 
ed, the army must be 


- oe 3 - et . 
Sutisii€a that their 


fellow citizens are satisfied with them 
foreigners in our service must not be traduced 
whilst they are labouring 
the whole of our military syst 
the dignity and protect the salery 
Empire, and the military syst 
inoved to a disgust of 


"ih THust of ne 
ige service im waich 


they are employed.—For these reas 
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Hie has been Invited to dine with 
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Parliament or out,” he concludes with face 


trously remarking, that he hopes, “they will 


aL | & rl asunt a 'y Tor ether, THE ‘ Tiie’ 
Consnander in Chief and a Seeretary ol 
tit Hould diaw outa numerous a my, with 
@ trav oof a ery, to declare war in ov 
streets against roast beet” Vilthisin a reply 


»uatavern dinner! 


JOUN GALE JONES 


This unfortur yey) Ihe sf reel byeve 


liberated trom Newent 


ate 
lor one olfence, w 
he is remanded to prison for another. Ont} 
20th thi 
King’s Bench, for a libel tending to defame 
Lord Castlereagh. 


mistant he was tried, in Court of 
The Libs i‘. is proved nh 
court, was certainly avery gross one. Tt 
accused his Lordship, ina placard aunoune- 
ing a question for debate at the British Fo- 
rum, ot a flagrant violation of the privileges 
of a British subject, in ordering a Mr. Fin- 
nerty away from Walcheren; and of a cow- 
ardly attack on the character of an innocent 
of revenese, — ft 


individual, from motives 


likewise charged him with being the mur- 
derer of a man of the name of Orr,in Treland; 
and pronounced his conduct in that instance 
to be deserving of universal abhorrence. — It 
{ 
his cafse at the British Forum, betore inde- 
pendent Englishmen, or to be for ever con. 


chailenged him to come torward and plead 


signed to infamy: and he net appearing, it 


pronounced him, in a subsequent hand-bill, 
to have been tound guilty of all that had 


been laid to his charge. At the same time 
it was the taet that the affair of Orr had hap 
pened beiore Lord Castlereagh was Chief 


Secretary of Ireland ; and that the order for 
apprehending Finnerty was issued without 
his privity. 

Lord Ellenborough, in his charge to the 
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Jury, Oban , that a malronant *1) vitwase 
evident throu houwt the whole of the jytgtyia- 
cation Lard ( theorems | ininoned to 
etten | thismock tribunal. ‘They call bitin t 
wate, on pain ef infumy. They pe 

hh, nd ot i 1! V oe. heen am fu thnod 
Phey coll him befor shed, f ¥ d 
A 'y ‘ e «9 i fr 4 

! ! ’ ri ifyir tt y ist 
i) t] } ! Hitt ! i} that un 
} ) ( fooredt | } 1? 2 wae 
a. { iy them to 
itl j ( j vy ae itt 
their objects, and soon learned to strike at 
the laws, at the throne, at every thing that 


wits love 
free 


concerns 


sacred, ond dear, and diguihed,—!] 


discussion, | love Inquiry Mito ull that 


the public interest and private 


happiness Of Mal. It isthe entire wish of 
my heart to oive pe fect ireedotm ot thoughe 
and wor R within tl vise bound iny ot the 
laws. ‘Lhe press is free; but if the writer 
will abuse its freedom to the injury of others, 
he acts at his peri! Men willbe malienant, 
and human lite would be unsate, and human 


happiness a ve. if every man had 


power of forcing his neighbour beiore the 
eye ot the world, strl ping him of the 
privacy which our laws still reverence, and 


threwing his fame and feelings at the mercy 


of the thousands who will rejoice to insult 


him because they have the power to give 


him pain.” Tis Lordship concluded with 
pronouncing the publication in question 
most malignant and pestilent libel. 

The Jury without hesitation found the 
defendant guilty. 

Mr. Finnerty, charged with writing a libel 
of similar purport in the Morning Chronicle 
suffered judgment to go by default. 
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rst volume ot Davy’s System of Divtuity has been returned to the publisher. 





